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	European Commission and EEAS position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission would like to thank the Committee for its opinion and wishes to elaborate on the following points:
Regarding point 1.1 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative appreciate the EESC’s support for a comprehensive and inclusive European defence strategy.
Regarding point 1.2 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative recognise the urgency of addressing both hybrid and conventional threats, reducing strategic dependencies, and strengthening Europe’s autonomy. The Commission is prioritising investment in critical technologies and industrial capabilities to ensure Europe’s competitiveness and resilience in the global defence market.
Regarding point 1.3 of the opinion, the Commission acknowledges the importance of targeted support for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and regional development, including through the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy[footnoteRef:1]. Following the mid-term review of the Cohesion Policy[footnoteRef:2], the Commission has proposed a Defence Readiness Omnibus[footnoteRef:3] (currently being discussed by co-legislators) and the so-called ‘Mini-Omnibus’, which has now been adopted .These two initiatives simplify procedures, ensure equitable access to funding, including by allowing the European Innovation Council(EIC) Accelerator to support actions with dual-use applications, and the EIC Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) Scale-Up Scheme to provide direct equity to SMEs carrying out breakthrough innovation in defence, and strengthen the integration of SMEs into defence value chains, while upholding high social, environmental, and labour standards. The European Investment Bank, in June 2025 (compared to 2024), tripled its intermediated financing for the European defence industry from EUR 1 billion to EUR 3 billion. This funding is primarily aimed at SME and mid-capitalisation companies (Mid-Caps) that are part of the defence supply chains. [1:  	COM(2025) 270 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0270 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [2:  	COM(2025) 163 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0163 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [3:  	COM(2025) 820 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0820 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Regarding point 1.4 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative agree that defence investment must encompass civil infrastructure, education, and dual-use technologies, including military medicine and cybersecurity. The Commission agrees that Europe’s defence readiness also depends on harnessing the full potential of the EU’s innovation ecosystem, connecting traditional defence actors with Europe’s wider research and innovation community, including innovative startups, scaleups, and deep tech companies. The European Investment Bank has significantly expanded its role in supporting the European defence sector. The Commission and the High Representative are supporting strategic foresight, workforce training, and research and development to maintain Europe’s technological edge and long-term defence capacity.
Regarding point 1.6 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative appreciate the EESC’s positive assessment of proposed financing mechanisms and notes the EESC’s support for exploring a permanent defence financing mechanism. The Commission has included the possibility of intergovernmental agreements and involvement of non-EU countries in the Security Action for Europe (SAFE) instrument. The Co-legislators have included in the final EDIP (European Defence Industry Programme) Regulation[footnoteRef:4] three Joint Declarations calling for additional funding (on top off the current EUR 1.5 billion budget) for EDIP and the Ukraine Support Instrument. The Commission has proposed to significantly increase the indicative budget in support of the EU defence industry, in particular through the European Competitiveness Fund (ECF), in the next multiannual financial framework (MFF) to ensure financial stability and predictability. The Commission has also put forward the proposal for the next Horizon Europe Framework Programme (2028-2034), under which the EUR 175 billion budget programme may support dual-use actions. [4:  	Council Regulation (EU) 2025/1106 of 27 May 2025 establishing the Security Action for Europe (SAFE) through the Reinforcement of the European Defence Industry Instrument (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/1106/oj).] 

Regarding point 1.8 of the opinion, the Commission recalls that the recent reform of the economic governance framework already includes measures to promote public investment. Member States have a stronger ownership in terms of management of public expenditure, and they can pursue the objective of sustainable public finances in a more flexible way if they commit to meaningful reforms and investment. In this context, national escape clauses are meant to be a temporary instrument, and the Commission has maintained that permanently higher levels of defence expenditure will – ceteris paribus – require a reprioritisation of expenditure. Finally, Mario Draghi’s report on the Future of European Competitiveness shows that investment in strategic sectors like defence, especially through innovation and SMEs support, can boost resilience, create jobs, and enhance competitiveness. The use of regional cohesion funds for defence expenditure (in the specified region) can have the same effect.
Regarding point 1.9 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative share the EESC’s view on the strategic importance of Europe’s Eastern flank. The EU is committed to strengthening cooperation with frontline states. New initiatives such as an ’Eastern Flank Watch’ and a ‘European Drone Defence Initiative’ are being explored and will be vital for bolstering security in the region. The Commission and the High Representative fully agree that close cooperation with NATO, third countries, and key partners such as Ukraine is indispensable. The EU has opened the Ukraine Defence Innovation Office in Kyiv and has negotiated with the UK and Canada for the association of their defence industry to Security Action for Europe (SAFE). An agreement was signed with Canada on 14 February. The Commission and the High Representative are working to establish a ‘Drone Alliance’ with Ukraine to foster innovation and enhance collaboration on defence capabilities. Finally, the EU maintains close relations with NATO through the EU-NATO Structured Dialogue on Emerging and Disruptive Technologies and the EU-NATO Structure Dialogue on Military Mobility.
Regarding point 2.1 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative appreciate the EESC’s emphasis on complementing the EU’s security strategy with a broader peace strategy. Lasting peace requires addressing the root causes of conflict, promoting human dignity, equality, and social progress, and upholding the UN Charter and international law in all the EU’s actions.
Regarding point 2.7 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative agree that greater collaboration is needed to overcome inefficiencies and fragmentation in defence capability development. Through SAFE and EDIP the Commission intends to promote common procurement to support Member States to spend better, together and more European. Under SAFE, 16 out of 19 National plans have already been positively assessed, representing more than EUR 105 billion. More than 65% of proposed projects are joint procurement. Targeted support, including through the EIC Accelerator, after the adoption of the defence Mini-Omnibus, can accelerate progress in disruptive technologies critical for Europe’s defence future. The proposal for the next Horizon Europe Framework Programme[footnoteRef:5] may also help address hindered progress in emerging disruptive technologies that are critical for Europe’s defence. [5:  	COM(2025)543 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0543).] 

Regarding point 2.9 of the opinion, the Commission recognises the importance of supporting innovation, SMEs, and research institutions to reduce reliance on external suppliers and safeguard strategic autonomy. The Commission is working with industry to enhance support for SMEs and foster closer collaboration with the research community. The Defence Industry Transformation Roadmap is a key initiative aiming at mainstreaming and tapping the power of innovation in defence technology from the entire EU innovation ecosystem, including both traditional and non-traditional defence actors.
Regarding point 3.4 of the opinion, the President von der Leyen, in her State of the European Union speech, launched the notion of an Eastern Flank Watch to be developed as a flagship project to achieve Defence Readiness in 2030. According to leading Member States, this project will be based on an integrated border security strategy and will comprise both a ‘ground’ component (‘Ground Wall’) and an ‘air’ component (‘European Drone Defence Initiative’).
Regarding point 3.10 of the opinion, the Commission appreciates the support of the EESC for the SAFE instrument. The Commission concurs with the EESC on the importance of a ‘stable funding mechanism to ensure long-term consistency’. For this purpose, the Commission has proposed to include in the next MFF a ECF with a dedicated ‘resilience and security, defence industry and space’ policy window with an indicative envelop of EUR 131 billion. As part of the next MFF, the Commission also proposed to open the next Horizon Europe Framework Programme 2028-2034 to dual-use actions. This Framework Programme will be closely connected to the ECF.
Regarding point 3.12 of the opinion, the Commission and the High Representative recognise the importance of a long-term vision for defence investment and the relation with civil preparedness and societal resilience. The implementation of the White Paper for European Defence is, for that matter, closely coordinated with the implementation of the Preparedness Union Strategy.
Regarding point 3.13 of the opinion, the Commission shares concerns about high energy prices and is working on measures to diversify energy supply, increase domestic production, and strengthen the competitiveness of Europe’s defence industry.
Regarding point 3.14 of the opinion, the Commission will further develop its policy on critical supply chains, with particular attention to securing essential raw materials and inputs to prevent production bottlenecks. The Critical Raw Materials Act (CRMA)[footnoteRef:6] emphasizes supply chain resilience as a central objective. The CRMA aims to reinforce the EU’s ability to extract, process, and recycle critical raw materials domestically, reducing reliance on imports from single third countries. The Act introduces stress tests and monitoring mechanisms to assess vulnerabilities and anticipate disruptions in supply chains; promotes the build-up of strategic stockpiles and the diversification of international partnerships. The upcoming Advanced Materials Act will also support the strategic autonomy of EU industry, including through access to advanced materials needed for production processes and the manufacturing of technologies. Furthermore, EDIP proposes the set-up of an EU Security of Supply regime, with mechanisms to ensure timely and reliable access to defence products and components during crises. [6:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/1252 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 April 2024 establishing a framework for ensuring a secure and sustainable supply of critical raw materials and amending Regulations (EU) No 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, (EU) 2018/1724 and (EU) 2019/1020 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1252/oj).] 

Regarding point 3.15 of the opinion, the Commission remains committed to the structural involvement of social partners and to consult social partners through enhanced consultation mechanisms in defence policy, in line with the Pact for European Social Dialogue[footnoteRef:7]. The EU includes Social Partners in its defence initiatives primarily through structured consultation and engagement mechanisms. The European Defence Industrial Strategy (EDIS)[footnoteRef:8], for example, was developed following a comprehensive stakeholder consultation process, which included Social Partners, alongside industry representatives, Member States, and EU institutions. [7:  	93c513bd-9faa-4ba7-a4c7-9a06505790fc_en.]  [8:  	https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/eu-defence-industry/edis-our-common-defence-industrial-strategy_en.] 

Regarding point 3.17 of the opinion, investing in skills, education, and strategic workforce planning is a priority. The Commission and the High Representative will support initiatives for both civilian and military training, with a focus on technological and medical innovation. A comprehensive strategy has been presented with the Union of Skills strategy[footnoteRef:9]. The Preserving Peace - Defence Readiness Roadmap 2030[footnoteRef:10] explicitly refers to skills in relation to the defence industry. It highlights the need to develop and retain a skilled workforce across the defence sector to support increased production capacity and innovation. It proposes mechanisms to track industrial capacity, including workforce availability, to ensure readiness and scalability of defence manufacturing. It supports SMEs and calls for investment in talent pipelines, particularly in strategic areas like drone technology, space defence, and cyber capabilities. [9:  	COM(2025) 90 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0090 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [10:  	JOIN(2025)27 final (EUR-Lex - 52025JC0027 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Regarding point 3.18 and 3.19 of the opinion, the Commission recognises the vital importance of social cohesion and poverty reduction as foundations for European security. Public communication on the need for increased defence spending and its positive spillover effects on the wider economy, as well as the role of the armed forces will be strengthened.
Regarding point 3.20 of the opinion, the Commission is working on targeted support measures for SMEs and Mid-Caps, including improved access to funding, simplified procedures, and promotion of public-private partnerships, while maintaining transparency and sustainability. The aforementioned Defence Industry Transformation Roadmap addresses the specific issue of improving the availability of and accessibility of SMEs and Mid-Caps to risk capital, including through the EIC and the next Horizon Europe Framework Programme proposal[footnoteRef:11]. Furthermore, EDIP set up a Fund to Accelerate defence Supply chain Transformation to mobilise dedicated private equity and/or debt funding in support of defence SMEs, start-ups, and scale-ups, helping them overcome a persistent financing gap. [11:  	COM(2018)435 final (EUR-Lex - 52018PC0435 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Regarding point 3.25 of the opinion, the Commission aims for a fair distribution of defence funds, with attention to less-developed industries and the inclusion of social conditions such as employment, labour rights, and regional balance. Establishing a well-functioning Single Market for defence contributes to the frictionless transfer of defence products within the EU, the integration of supply chains across the EU whilst preserving company locations.






