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	European Commission position on points of the
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	Regarding point 1.1 of the opinion, the Commission fully agrees with the need for regulatory simplification and the power of digital tools. The Political Guidelines[footnoteRef:2] and the mission letters have established simplification and implementation as key priorities for this Commission. The outline of this agenda has been presented in the Communication on a simpler and faster Europe[footnoteRef:3]. Digital initiatives will contribute to simplification and implementation across all policy domains, leveraging the potential of digitalisation. Digital technologies can significantly simplify and enhance companies' efforts by automating tasks, improving accuracy and providing valuable insights. For example, the Commission has put forward an Omnibus proposal[footnoteRef:4] to digitalise product legislation and make it easier for companies to comply with Union rules by allowing them to provide product information in digital format. This will reduce costs and the administrative burden and make it easier for consumers to access important product information directly online. In addition, each Member of the Commission is carrying out Implementation Dialogues[footnoteRef:5] (launched in spring 2025) to gather input and feedback from stakeholders on simplification measures and to facilitate the implementation of Union laws and policies, and funding programmes on the ground. Moreover, artificial intelligence (AI) can automate repetitive time-consuming tasks and carry out document analysis, making reporting faster and more accurate. This is the case with the Have Your Say Portal[footnoteRef:6], where several AI tools will be provided to Commission staff to help them process feedback from citizens and stakeholders, streamline data processing, provide faster and better summaries, and ultimately improve decision-making at the Commission. [2:  	https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en.]  [3:  	Communication on implementation and simplification: a simpler and faster Europe, European Commission 2024-2029.]  [4:  	COM(2025) 504 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0504 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [5:  	Implementation Dialogues - European Commission.]  [6:  	Have Your Say Portal.] 

The Commission will deliver digital-ready policies, by ensuring that digital considerations are embedded from the outset. The Better Regulation rules ensure that digital impacts are fully considered at the start of the policy preparation process to better deliver on the needs of businesses and citizens. The ‘once-only’ principle ensures that citizens and businesses have to supply data only once to a public administration. Together with the ‘digital by default’ principle, those principles are essential when designing alternative options to minimise the administrative burden for businesses, especially for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and ensure that legislation is digital and innovation friendly. Experimental regulatory approaches – such as sandboxes – are gaining momentum across the Union, enabling regulators and innovators to test new technologies in controlled environments, clarify legal uncertainties, manage risks and support faster, evidence-based and responsible innovation.
Regarding point 1.2 of the opinion, the Commission has developed a suite of better regulation instruments to support transparency, accessibility and clarity. The official database of Union law – EUR-Lex contains summaries of Union legislation[footnoteRef:7]. Those summaries are short, easy-to-understand explanations of the main legal acts adopted by the Union, intended for a general, non-specialist audience, and are grouped into 32 policy fields. [7:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/browse/summaries.html.] 

Under its digital-ready policymaking framework, the Commission has developed a new Legislative, Financial and Digital Statement to accompany its proposals. The chapter on the digital dimension includes essential information on the digital aspects of proposals and serves as the Commission’s interoperability assessment report, as required by the Interoperable Europe Act[footnoteRef:8]. It ensures that the Commission thoroughly assesses digital impacts when drafting proposals so that they are fit for the digital age. Interoperable Europe solutions[footnoteRef:9] will enable public administrations to develop inter-connected digital public services, facilitating the free flow of data across borders. [8:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/903 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 March 2024 laying down measures for a high level of public sector interoperability across the Union (Interoperable Europe Act) (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/903/oj).]  [9:  	Available on the Interoperable Europe Portal.] 

As an example, the single digital gateway[footnoteRef:10] facilitates online access to information, administrative procedures, and assistance services that Union citizens and businesses may need in another Member State. The Commission is working on the development of a legal data space[footnoteRef:11] to provide single entry-points to open data and citizen-centric reuse services, and to facilitate the reuse of open data by economic players for developing new or enhanced products and services. [10:  	The single digital gateway and Your Europe.]  [11:  	European legal data space.] 

Regarding point 1.3 of the opinion, the official database of Union law – EUR-Lex contains information about dates of applicability/effect, relationship with other documents, and other relevant information. EUR-Lex legal texts contain subdivision identifiers (ELI – European Legislation Identifier) that allow identification of subdivisions of acts down to article level. It is anticipated that metadata will start being assigned at the subdivision level in 2026. Moreover, the status of work on legislative proposals in the legislative process can be monitored step-by-step using the EUR-Lex procedure view (see, for example, the Artificial Intelligence Act[footnoteRef:12]) or EU Law Tracker[footnoteRef:13] for a more detailed view on proposals falling under the ordinary legislative procedure. [12:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2024 laying down harmonised rules on artificial intelligence and amending Regulations (EC) No 300/2008, (EU) No 167/2013, (EU) No 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, (EU) 2018/1139 and (EU) 2019/2144 and Directives 2014/90/EU, (EU) 2016/797 and (EU) 2020/1828 (Artificial Intelligence Act) (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1689/oj).]  [13:  	EU Law Tracker.] 

Building on EUR-Lex, the Commission is working to develop a comprehensive acquis management programme with the goal of facilitating compliance with legal obligations for Member States, businesses, and SMEs by making the reporting process clearer, simpler, and more efficient. Moreover, this will allow a reduction of the administrative burden, by providing an up-to-date and comprehensive picture of reporting and other requirements at any time, first to users in the Commission, and subsequently to Member State administrations, and eventually, to businesses and citizens. AI-powered tools will help users quickly find and understand legal information, connect these details to relevant topics and highlight important rules or requirements.
Additionally, the Commission has developed a new collaborative tool for drafting legislation to improve the quality of acts and ensure consistency, to streamline and facilitate law-making from drafting, arbitrating and consolidating changes up to the integration of amendments proposed during the adoption phase in all languages and the transmission to other institutions. Inter alia, the format (including structure, style and presentation of references) required by the interinstitutional legislative drafting rules and style guides for each type of legal act is integrated by default in the tool. Text editing is restricted to ensure these rules are respected. This allows users to focus on the content rather than the form of the text. No manual checking or post-editing of the format is required, minimising clerical work while maximising time for law-making. The new legislative drafting tool will also facilitate digital-ready policymaking, implementing smart functionalities using AI technologies to the benefit of different categories of users (e.g., drafters, policy officers, legal revisers, translators, etc.). This tool will continuously update and align with the interinstitutional legislative standard of documents[footnoteRef:14], which allows machine processing. It will improve the interoperability between the Union institutions and allow for seamless transmission of acts avoiding the need for conversions between formats. The new legislative drafting tool also provides easy access to guidance on drafting legal acts of the Union. [14:  	Akoma Ntoso for European Union (AKN4EU).] 

Regarding point 1.4 of the opinion, the anticipatory function of research and innovation has been embedded in Tool#22: Research and innovation of the Better Regulation Toolbox. Foresight uses a range of methodologies, such as scanning the horizon for emerging changes, analysing megatrends and developing multiple scenarios about the future. It is useful whenever there is a high degree of uncertainty surrounding changes to the relevant future context and to ensure that short-term actions are grounded in long-term objectives.
Regarding point 1.5 of the opinion, the Commission takes note of the call to use artificial intelligence in monitoring the implementation of Union law by the Member States. Artificial intelligence shows potential to assist in identifying inconsistencies, ultimately enhancing enforcement of the rules and promoting a consistent application of Union law. The Commission is actively considering solutions that it could integrate with its monitoring procedures and tools. The Commission is also exploring how data and data spaces can be leveraged to automate compliance procedures, by developing digital interfaces between regulatory authorities and businesses. Instead of submitting repetitive reports, companies could rely on standardised data flows that automatically provide the information needed for supervisory checks. This would reduce the administrative burden, cut costs, and ensure that rules are applied consistently and transparently. Calls under the Digital Europe Programme will support pilot projects in this area, demonstrating how digital tools and data infrastructures can embed compliance ʻby design’ into business processes while safeguarding confidentiality and trade secrets.
Regarding point 1.6 of the opinion, the new legislative drafting tool developed by the Commission is open-source, flexible, performant and user-friendly, and can thus be reused and directly benefit Member States to significantly improve the legislative process at national level. It will improve the overall efficiency of the law-making process and the quality of legislation, will streamline the legislative procedure, ensure legal interoperability, and increase the reuse of data. It will facilitate drafting, correct formatting of legislative texts, teamwork and knowledge exchange. In addition, the tool will support the Member States in the implementation of the digital-ready policymaking, the interoperability assessment, and the streamlining of the regulatory obligations, thus contributing to the implementation of the Interoperable Europe Act. This approach supports digital implementation while reducing the administrative burden.



