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	In its opinion the Committee expresses support for the European Citizen’s initiative (ECI) ʻMy Voice, My Choice’. The EESC calls on the Commission to submit a proposal for financial support for Member States that would allow any woman in Europe which still lacks access to safe and legal abortion to safely terminate a pregnancy, in accordance with national law (Paragraph 2.3). The Committee further calls on the Commission to guarantee that the right to abortion is accessible and effectively available, by drawing up a timetable to be implemented in the immediate term (Paragraph 3.23). Finally, the EESC expects from the Commission to clarify the arrangements for EU funds to finance the exercise of the right to abortion (Paragraph 3.24).
The Commission has responded to the ECI ʻMy Voice, My Choice’ in the form of a Commission Communication, adopted on 26 February 2026[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  	COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION on the European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) My Voice, My Choice: For Safe And Accessible Abortion; C/2026/3225 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2026/1383/oj).] 

In its reply, the Commission has reiterated principle 2 from its Roadmap for Women’s Rights[footnoteRef:2], (‘The highest standard of health: every woman has a right to the highest attainable standards of physical and mental health’) and that upholding and advancing this principle includes pursuing the objective of protecting women’s health by supporting and complementing, in full respect of the Treaties, health action by the Member States regarding women’s access to sexual and reproductive health and rights. The Commission highlighted that Member States may, if they wish, use the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) to give access to safe abortion to women, notably those who are in a vulnerable situation and who could not otherwise access or afford it. The focus of the ESF+ on enhancing access to and affordability of services, including healthcare services, makes it possible for national ESF+ co-funded programmes to contribute to the objective of the ECI. [2:  	COM(2025) 97 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0097 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

With regard to the call on the Commission to submit a proposal for financial support to Member States, the Commission has considered that the demands of the initiative can be realised through an already existing financial mechanism, mainly, the ESF+. The Commission considers that it is not necessary to submit a new proposal for a legal act to achieve the ECI’s objective, as existing programmes already allow for measures improving access to abortion health services provided that those do not interfere with Member States’ competences under Article 168(7) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). This is the case for the ESF+.
With regard to the call on the Commission to achieve access to safe abortion in the immediate term, the Commission has highlighted in its reply to the initiative that Member States may immediately, following the adoption of the Communication, which constitutes the reply to the initiative, make use of the ESF+ funds already allocated to them to finance access to safe and legal abortion within their territory, if this is covered by the specific objectives of their national or regional ESF+ programmes.
With regard to the call on the Commission to clarify the arrangements for EU funds to finance the exercise of the right to abortion, the Commission does so in detail in its reply to the initiative. The Commission highlights that, to pursue the Treaty objective of ensuring a high level of human health protection, Member States may use EU funds to give access to safe abortion, on a voluntary basis and in accordance with their national laws, to women in vulnerable situations who could not otherwise afford it. This is possible by making use of the existing national or regional programmes co-funded by the ESF+.
The ESF+ strand is implemented by the Commission and Member States (through ‘shared management’). Additionally, the Common Provisions Regulation[footnoteRef:3] and the ESF+ Regulation[footnoteRef:4] set the overarching objectives, aligning it with broader EU policies. However, the ESF+ legislative framework leaves it to the national and regional authorities of the Member States to identify which specific objectives are to be supported under their various national and regional programmes (in agreement with the Commission) and to handle the day-to-day implementation. Using this fund would thus allow for the realisation of the demands of the initiative, while simultaneously respecting the division of competences pursuant to Article 168 TFEU. [3:  	Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund and financial rules for those and for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1060/2025-10-25).]  [4:  	Regulation (EU) 2021/1057 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 establishing the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1296/2013 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1057/oj).] 

Member States wishing to use their ESF+ resources (EU and national co-financing) to contribute to this initiative’s objective would have to ensure that it is consistent with and contributes to the strategy and the specific objectives of their respective ESF+ programmes. To introduce this type of action, a Member State may need to amend the relevant ESF+ programme so that access to abortion healthcare can be provided in line with its national laws. Amending Member States’ national or regional ESF+ programmes is possible, in order to include, if they so wish, an action to provide improved equal access to legally available, safe and affordable abortion services. The procedure to amend national or regional ESF+ programmes is set out in Article 24 of the Common Provisions Regulation. Member States may then submit their amended ESF+ programmes to the Commission for approval. Upon submission, the Commission will check compliance of the programme amendment with the relevant Union legislation and Treaty principles. If the Commission finds that the proposed amendments comply with the applicable rules, it will approve them.




