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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The proposal on the European Competitiveness Fund[footnoteRef:1] (ECF) was adopted by the Commission as part of the package for the new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), with a proposed budget amounting to EUR 2 trillion for 2028-2034. The proposal pulls together EU’s funding at the service of Europe’s competitiveness to deliver scale, impact, policy coherence, a seamless investment journey, and a single rulebook. [1:  	COM(2025) 555 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0555).] 

The proposal adapts the EU budget to the new geopolitical realities, supporting Europe’s resilience, security, and leadership. The ECF introduces a simplified funding landscape by merging several existing programmes supporting competitiveness. It reflects the EU’s strategic priorities and brings major simplification for project promoters, accelerating processes, and cutting red tape to bolster the EU’s competitiveness – building on the recommendations of the Draghi report[footnoteRef:2] and the Competitiveness Compass[footnoteRef:3]. The ECF, together with Horizon Europe and the Innovation Fund, will dedicate EUR 450 billion to bolster the EU’s competitiveness in strategic sectors and technologies. [2:  	The future of European competitiveness: Report by Mario Draghi, September 2024, https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/draghi-report_en.]  [3:  	COM(2025) 30 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0030 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the establishment of the ECF and its key features. The Commission also greatly appreciates the open dialogue and constructive cooperation with the Committee in the context of the preparation of the opinion.
Fund’s strategic focus
The explanatory memorandum accompanying the proposal on the ECF explains that the Fund is structured along four policy windows (Clean Transition and Industrial Decarbonisation; Digital Leadership; Health, Biotech, Agriculture and Bioeconomy; Resilience and Security, Defence industry and Space), corresponding to strategic priorities crucial for the Union’s competitiveness, reflected in the Fund’s name. The Fund will support activities fulfilling relevant general or specific objectives, with dedicated indicative financial envelopes for each window (see Articles 3 and 4 of the proposal on the ECF). This framework reflects the future-proof and agile character of the Fund, with both its overall focus on strategic areas and its ability to reallocate funds flexibly, if necessary, to seize new opportunities, and address emerging needs or risks. 
Targeting and award criteria
The ECF brings together different EU funding programmes, in both indirect and direct management, and seeks to cover the full investment journey from research to production. To deliver on its objectives, the Fund requires flexibility and adaptability. Based on experiences under the current MFF, any ‘one size fits all’ criteria set at the level of a basic act might prove restrictive depending on the future needs. Thus, as per recital 50 and Articles 9, 10, 12 and 15 of the proposal on the ECF, work programmes and call documents are the appropriate place to set out specific eligibility and award criteria, depending on the instrument of budget implementation and the specific policy objectives pursued. Moreover, Article 202 of the Financial Regulation[footnoteRef:4], that will apply to the ECF, already guarantees that calls will select the most efficient candidate for the objectives pursued. [4:  	Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 September 2024 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union  (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/2509/oj). ] 

Avoiding deepening disparities between Member States
The ECF has been designed to support beneficiaries in all Member States, irrespective of their size, the development of their financial market or industrial capacities. In particular, the simplification measures included under the Fund will make it easier for all potential beneficiaries, including small and medium-sized enterprises and new entities from all Member States to apply and compete. Given the ECF’s focus on the entire value chain, it will support the construction of industrial and technological capacities across the EU, thereby strengthening and advancing the Single Market. Another key element is the strong cross-cutting component of the Fund, including business support services and the EU4Business Network (based on the Enterprise Europe Network and present in all Member States and regions). Project advice based on the current InvestEU Advisory Hub, will help project promoters’ structure and improve their investment projects. Moreover, the continuation of the open architecture under the ECF InvestEU Instrument, which allows for implementation by national promotional banks and institutions, will address specific financing needs across all EU Member States and will provide the best means to serve them.
The proposal for a Regulation on National and Regional Partnership Plans[footnoteRef:5], which also constitutes one of the main pillars of the new MFF, complements this by targeting investment and reforms that strengthen innovation capacity, economic, social and territorial cohesion, agricultural, fisheries, home affairs and social policies – targeted to regions and Member States’ needs. [5:  	COM(2025) 565 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0565).] 

Catalysing investments and the use of funding tools
The Fund will mobilise the entire financial toolbox from grants and equity to loans and procurement, with funding provided in the form best able to achieve the objectives while limiting the administrative burden for recipients.
The ECF InvestEU Instrument, which will consist of the budgetary guarantee and financial instruments, will help to de-risk private investments and activate capital to ensure Europe’s innovative start-ups and scale ups can access funding to grow in Europe.
Streamlined monitoring framework
As part of the new MFF package, the Commission also adopted a proposal for a Regulation establishing a budget expenditure tracking and performance framework and other horizontal rules for the Union’s programmes and activities.[footnoteRef:6] The proposal sets out a unified set of rules, including on a monitoring framework, applicable across all EU Funds, including the ECF. The proposal will ensure a simplified and streamlined application of expenditure tracking, mainstreaming and performance across the entire MFF. [6:  	COM(2025) 545 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:52025PC0545).] 

Proper involvement of stakeholders, including social partners and civil society at EU, national, sectoral and regional level
The proposal for the ECF explicitly provides for multistakeholder consultations to contribute to the priorities of the ECF. These stakeholders can include researchers, industry, social partners, investors, end-users, civil society, as well as small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and large organisations (see recital 57 of the proposal on the ECF). As for the Strategic Stakeholders Board specifically, the proposal sets out its advisory role, including in providing insights on long term competitiveness trends, investment needs and the implementation of the ECF from the perspective of project promoters. Representativeness of its members is ensured via dedicated safeguards in Article 14 of the proposal on the ECF, including with regard to sector, organisation type and geographical distribution.
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