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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s second own - initiative opinion (the first one being 2024/587 – 2025/CCMI/223) in reaction to the European Water Resilience Strategy of June 2025[footnoteRef:2] and its reiterated broad support to the Commission’s Water Resilience Strategy. [2:  	European Water Resilience Strategy (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0280 ).] 


The second Opinion puts a particular emphasis on Europe’s decarbonization strategy. According to the EESC, decarbonization pathways (electrification, green hydrogen and carbon capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS)) require new qualities and volumes of water, while offering greater efficiency through closed-loop systems. The Commission takes note that decarbonisation and industrial water consumption must be better understood as it is essential to guiding the EU’s green transition policy sustainably.
The Commission notes that water resilience features in the objectives of the main funding programmes of the next EU budget and in the National and Regional Partnership Plans.
On the energy transition: The Commission takes note of the EESC’s view that hydrogen-based decarbonisation has ‘major implications’ for water demand as its expansion may compete with other industrial or domestic water needs, in particular in water-stressed areas. The EESC recommends prioritising the adoption of water-efficient decarbonisation technologies in industries in transition. The European Water Resilience Strategy’s Water Efficiency First Principle promotes water efficiency in more general terms with the aspirational objective to increase water efficiency by +10% by 2030.
The second Opinion also underlines the potential of digital tools for sustainable water management while warning about Artificial Intelligence becoming one of the world’s most water-intensive processes in the future. The Commission observes that data centers can indeed exert significant local pressures on water, and that new data centres should by preference be built outside regions that already suffer from water stress, or are predicted to come under pressure, unless the data centre can be cooled by technologies that do not require water. The European Water strategy supports a more efficient use of water and research on dry cooling in data centers in various ways.
The Commission notes the EESC’ concern that water has not adequately been addressed in the Critical Raw Materials Act[footnoteRef:3] and that the extracting and minding industry should reduce water losses (evaporation, leakage, waste, or water contamination) and that targeted policies should address water scarcity in industrial areas by promoting a.o. water reuse. [3:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/1252 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 April 2024 establishing a framework for ensuring a secure and sustainable supply of critical raw materials and amending Regulations (EU) No 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, (EU) 2018/1724 and (EU) 2019/1020 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1252/oj).] 

The Commission welcomes the EESC views that sustainable water management should be integrated into companies’ corporate social responsibility (CSR) strategies to foster commitment. The Commission takes note of the opinion of the EESC that the IT industry should prioritise less energy-intensive learning models and algorithms, where possible alternatives exist. Using renewable energy and enhancing water efficiency should be promoted, particularly in data centres. In this context it should be recalled that processing for cryptocurrency blockchain technologies can lead to a particularly high energy consumption and related water footprint. In this context, the Commission will propose a rating scheme for energy and water efficiency in data centres.
As regards the EESC’ call to promote a European Water Label for the IT industry, the Commission would point out that water use effectiveness in data centres can also be promoted through the Energy Efficiency Directive and the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation.  

The Commission concurs with the EESC that professionals in the water sector require sustained support for up-skilling and re-skilling. As set out in reply to EESC Opinion 2024/587 – 2025/CCMI/223, the Commission agrees that the proposed European Water Academy should be organised taking into account directly these realities on the ground. Both public authorities and the private sector are facing an ageing workforce and consequently a skills gap. The Commission also underlines the important role that the future European Institute of Innovation and Technology’s (EIT) Knowledge and Innovation Community (KIC) on Water, Marine and Maritime Sectors and Ecosystems will play by fostering the interplay between entrepreneurship education, business creation and research – these are the three pillars of the knowledge innovation triangle. The KIC will also create an innovation ecosystem that will leverage a demand-driven skills development across Europe. The Union of Skills package including the European Social Fund can boost training for authorities, water management professionals, and communities. For fresh water and the ocean, skills in science, technology and engineering as well as maths (STEM) must be promoted along the whole talent pipeline – from school education up until lifelong learning. The STEM Education Strategic Plan[footnoteRef:4] offers numerous opportunities in that respect. The Commission will also enhance vocational training by increasing its support to the Platform of Vocational Excellence.

Water Efficiency in IT The Commission takes note of the EESC calling upon IT companies to be transparent about water consumption and to increase incentives for the use of more water efficient IT equipment. The European Water Resilience Strategy also supports the development of a more water efficient IT equipment strategy. The Commission will promote a public-private initiative to achieve technological breakthroughs in feasible and affordable methods for dry cooling, if the right partners are found. The Commission also takes note of the EESC’s views on building data centres close to the sea or rivers. In the Commission’s view, the location of water-cooled data centres as well as other water-consuming economic activities should generally depend on water availability in a river basin. [4:  	COM(2025) 89 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0089).] 


Digital action plan for the water sector: The Commission acknowledges the EESC’s call for a dedicated action plan to defragment the water sector and accelerate its digital transformation. As a key component of its 2026 Work Programme, the Commission will develop a comprehensive action plan to modernize the sector across three primary pillars. This includes leveraging AI-driven Big Data analytics to process complex datasets for enhanced predictive capabilities, the large-scale deployment of the Internet of Things (IoT) to enable agile and real-time management, and the routine integration of Earth Observation data into standard water management practices. The action plan is designed to provide more reliable services, reduce administrative burdens, and foster a more competitive market. EU-level initiatives will focus specifically on interoperability and standardization to ensure systems can communicate effectively across borders. By improving cooperation and transparency, this initiative aims to provide citizens with better data and ensure the smarter, long-term management of Europe’s water resources.
Pricing: The Commission finally notes the Committee’s view that progressive pricing should be used as an incentive to reduce water consumption. As already set out in reply to the EESC Opinion 2024/587 – 2025/CCMI/223, the Commission agrees with the EESC on the central role of water pricing policies in support of long-term water security with pricing based on the cost-recovery principle while maintaining also affordability. In this respect, the Commission is committed to continue to work with Member States on the effective implementation of Article 9 of the Water Framework Directive, in line with the recommendations made by the Commission to Member States based on its assessment of the 3rd River Basin Management Plans.





