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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission appreciates the recommendations put forth by the Committee concerning the recognition of permanent materials within the EU’s waste and resources framework.
The Commission, while recognising the qualities and benefits associated with high recyclability and quality materials, maintains a material-neutral position, prioritising the overall environmental impact. It is important to note that the concept of 'permanent materials' is not currently established within EU legislation or policy.
The Commission emphasises the necessity for policies to consider materials’ applications and processes, rather than focusing solely on material types. Efficient recycling of materials comparable to permanent materials can be economically advantageous and additionally contribute to circular economy goals. Nevertheless, according to the waste hierarchy, reusing products should be preferred by consumers and industry to recycling, as it enables more sustainable use of resources. Reuse consumes less energy and raw materials. This reduces environmental impact and saves costs. In addition, the original value of the product is retained.
The Commission does not currently have the mandate to introduce new material definitions into the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  	Regulation (EU) 2025/40 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 December 2024 on packaging and packaging waste, amending Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 and Directive (EU) 2019/904, and repealing Directive 94/62/EC (Regulation - EU - 2025/40 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission agrees with the proposal to strengthen and harmonize Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) which is addressed in the PPWR. The PPWR harmonises the criteria for eco-modulation of EPR-fees. The eco-modulation will be based on the recyclability performance grades set in Article 6. Member States are allowed to use additional criteria, such as reusability and recycled content, when they apply the framework for eco-modulation in their national EPR schemes. This harmonised framework is necessary to prevent regulatory uncertainty for economic operators, particularly those that supply packaging in several Member States, while incentivising more sustainable packaging design.
Additionally, the Commission emphasizes the importance of eco-design within the PPWR, which mandates that packaging must be conceived with consideration of its entire lifecycle, from production to end-of-life. This means that all packaging must be designed for recyclability, prohibiting the incineration or landfilling of materials that can be recycled. Furthermore, the PPWR calls upon all stakeholders, including Member States, to enhance their systems for the collection, sorting, and recycling of packaging waste. These efforts aim to significantly reduce waste and conserve natural resources, facilitating a shift towards a more sustainable and circular economy.
The Commission supports waste collection, sorting, and recycling in structurally weak regions through Cohesion Policy funding, including EUR 4.3 billion from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) for waste prevention, reuse, and recycling infrastructure in less developed areas, adding 4.5 million tonnes/year of recycling capacity[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  	Inforegio - Cohesion policy support for the circular economy.] 

The PPWR also mandates the Commission to come up with a harmonized EU waste sorting labelling system, which aims to improve consumer`s waste sorting and thus increasing the efficiency of waste management. These harmonized waste sorting labels will guide consumers in correctly sorting packaging waste, thereby enhancing recycling rates and minimizing environmental impacts. Mandating uniform labels across Member States helps alleviate consumer confusion, thereby improving sorting accuracy and reducing market fragmentation.
Moreover, the Commission already imposed anti-dumping measures on imports into the EU of certain hot-rolled flat products of iron, non-alloy or other-alloy steel originating in Egypt, Japan and Vietnam to further protect the EU steel industry against economic challenges. The anti-dumping duties imposed range from 11.7% for Egypt, 6.9%-30% for Japan, and 12.1% for Vietnam[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  	Commission acts against unfairly traded imports of flat hot-rolled steel products - Trade and Economic Security.] 

The Commission will reflect on the opportunity of the possible inclusion of permanent materials in the context of future evaluations of the Waste Framework Directive[footnoteRef:4] and of further considerations on circular economy policy and legislation, including in the framework of the Circular Economy Act[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  	Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Directive - 2008/98 - EN - Waste framework directive - EUR-Lex).]  [5:  	:The Clean Industrial Deal: A joint roadmap for competitiveness and decarbonisation; COM(2025) 85 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0085 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

While the Commission cannot immediately implement the specific changes proposed by the EESC, it continues to explore comprehensive strategies to reinforce the circular economy through collaborative efforts across various domains. Continued dialogues and reviews with stakeholders, including the EESC, will help shape robust frameworks that collectively advance environmental sustainability and economic resilience. In that regard, the Commission looks forward to the Committee’s exploratory opinion on the Circular Economy Act. 



