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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s strong endorsement of the Quantum Europe Strategy[footnoteRef:1] and its support for the objective of turning Europe’s scientific excellence into industrial leadership, competitiveness and resilience. The Commission also recognizes the Committee’s emphasis on inclusiveness, public confidence, and the need to anticipate and address potential social and labour market impacts as quantum technologies develop and diffuse across sectors.  [1:  	COM(2025) 363 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0363).] 

Better regulation and a proportionate approach
The Commission shares the Committee’s view that actions in the quantum field should be effective, predictable and proportionate, and should avoid unnecessary administrative burden, especially for startups and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Any further initiative building on the Strategy will be prepared in line with Better Regulation principles, including an assessment of the need for additional measures, their coherence with the existing EU framework, and their expected impacts on innovation, investment certainty and competitiveness.
In this context, the Commission notes that the envisaged Quantum Act would not seek to regulate quantum technologies as such. Rather, it would constitute a decisive enabling framework to secure Europe’s strategic autonomy and industrial capacity by strengthening the quantum ecosystem, while avoiding unnecessary administrative burden. In particular, the Quantum Act will propose measures to (i) support and coordinate EU and national R&I in quantum, (ii) stimulate investment in quantum infrastructure and in industrialising quantum technologies and (iii) monitor and protect the EU’s critical quantum supply chains. 
Industrialisation, startups/scaleups and access to finance
The Commission agrees that Europe’s quantum leadership must be translated into stronger market uptake, scale-up pathways and value creation in Europe, including through targeted support for startups and scaleups and improved access to growth capital. The European Innovation Council and the upcoming Scaleup Europe Fund, a multi-billion late-stage and growth fund aimed at investing in the most promising European companies in strategic tech areas, including quantum, announced in the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy[footnoteRef:2], will play a significant role in this regard. Furthermore, the European Innovation Investment Pact aims to mobilise greater long-term institutional capital for Europe’s venture and growth markets, thereby strengthening the financing conditions for innovative companies and supporting the growth of European technology companies. In implementing the Quantum Strategy, the Commission will continue to work with Member States and stakeholders to strengthen the ecosystem, support technology transfer, and facilitate the emergence of competitive European supply chains. The Commission also takes note of the Committee’s suggestions regarding demand-side measures (including the role of procurement) and will continue exploring, together with relevant services and Member States, how public and private demand can better stimulate early deployment and validation of quantum solutions, while ensuring value for money and compliance with applicable rules. The upcoming European Innovation Act will potentially set out an EU framework for pre-commercial procurement and provide the tools to engage in joint, cross-border pre-commercial procurements to create sufficient scale. [2:  	COM(2025) 270 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0270 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

[bookmark: Slide_2]The Commission is working closely with the European Defence Agency and with Member States to strengthen coherence and synergies across civil and defence-related quantum efforts, including through joint road mapping and strategic agenda-setting, and by facilitating appropriate 'spin-in’ pathways for civil companies and academia into defence applications.
Through the European Defence Fund and related initiatives, the EU supports the development, testing and maturation of quantum technologies relevant for defence, involving SMEs, Research and Technology Organisations (RTOs), academia and industry, and contributing to stronger European capabilities and supply chains. Support to defence innovators is complemented by the EU Defence Innovation Scheme (EUDIS) and by the EU Defence Industry Transformation Roadmap, including actions to improve access to finance, testing facilities and skills, and to accelerate innovation cycles (including the planned AGILE programme). The Commission is also working with Member States and European Economic Area (EEA) countries on a roadmap for quantum space gravimetry, including to foster uptake among potential users and applications.
Infrastructure and access to experimentation
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for stepping up investment in quantum infrastructures and for ensuring fair and broad access to experimentation resources across Europe, including for SMEs and startups. In line with the Strategy, the Commission supports the objective of building an open and accessible European landscape of testing and experimentation capabilities, so that innovators can develop, test and validate quantum solutions more rapidly and move from research to deployment.This includes flagship initiatives such as EQUIP-G, a major EU technological and infrastructure project for quantum sensing, aimed at strengthening testing and experimentation capabilities and enabling broader access for users.
 Furthermore, as announced in the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy, the Commission i) put forward a European Strategy for Research and Technology Infrastructures including actions to map available facilities and ensure that infrastructures remain world-class, more accessible, and better aligned with the needs of scientists, innovators and industry and ii) will be proposing in the first quarter of 2026 a Charter of access to Research and Technology Infrastructures for industrial users to make it much easier and faster for companies to know and use available services. Furthermore, the Charter will aim to propose tailored support for EU companies and encourages collaboration among different infrastructures, leading to wider access to a variety of services and data, beyond borders and sectors. The upcoming European Innovation Act will further promote the access of innovative companies to European research and technology infrastructures through legislative measures.
The Commission is investing into quantum communication infrastructures and the future quantum internet. In the space policy domain, this includes support to the EuroQCI initiative, notably through the Eagle-1 satellite as a first European in-orbit demonstration of Quantum Key Distribution, complemented by actions (including under Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)) supporting Member States’ ground segment and testing capacities.
Skills, talent development and mobility
The Commission shares the Committee’s assessment that skills and talent are decisive for Europe’s capacity to industrialise quantum technologies and deploy them responsibly across sectors. In line with the efforts to achieve the European Education Area and with the Union of Skills Communication, the Commission takes note of the Committee’s recommendations on identifying market-relevant skills needs, supporting talent retention and mobility, and strengthening collaboration between academia, research, industry and startups. In implementing the Strategy, the Commission will pursue actions to raise visibility of quantum career pathways, reinforce training and up-skilling opportunities, and support collaboration mechanisms that facilitate knowledge transfer and practical experience for students and early-career researchers.
Governance, monitoring, standardisation and strategic interests
The Commission notes the Committee’s call for inclusive governance and improved coordination of quantum investments, as well as for the use of appropriate indicators and monitoring systems to track progress and outcomes. In line with the Strategy’s objectives, the Commission will continue to work with Member States and stakeholders to improve coordination, reduce fragmentation and monitor implementation progress, including by drawing on available evidence and analysis to assess competitiveness, innovation dynamics and investment trends. As part of this enabling approach, the envisaged Quantum Act would focus on governance, coordination and ecosystem support measures, rather than technology-specific regulation.
The Commission also takes note of the Committee’s emphasis on Europe’s leadership in technological standardisation and will continue to promote European and international engagement in relevant standardisation activities, to support interoperability, trust and market development while safeguarding European values and interests.
Finally, the Commission acknowledges the Committee’s recommendations on dual-use governance and on ensuring that the EU’s strategic interests are protected in a clear and transparent manner, while avoiding disproportionate burdens on SMEs. In implementing the Strategy, and in cooperation with the services concerned and Member States, the Commission will continue to support a balanced approach that promotes innovation and industrial growth, strengthens resilience, and takes due account of security considerations and applicable frameworks. 




