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The president moves that the Committee turn to agenda item 19 - adoption of an opinion on the

Tackling housing scarcity through affordable, sustainable and family-oriented housing policies
(exploratory opinion at the request of the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society (president: Mr Nowacki). The rapporteur was Mr Kattnig. The section adopted its opinion on 9 March 2026 by 78 votes to one and four abstentions.

Mr Boland gives the floor to the rapporteur Mr Kattnig, who introduces the opinion.

Mr Kattnig highlights the need:

· to adopt far more ambitious measures to address the structural housing crisis, including improved framework conditions, the inclusion of a right to adequate and affordable housing in EU primary law, a fundamental reform of the energy market design, sufficient funding and a stronger focus on young people, families and sustainability;
· for a comprehensive understanding, focusing on the combination of environmental responsibility and financial affordability, including regulated basic energy consumption for vulnerable households and a ban on their disconnection from the grid;
· for the Commission to support Member States by issuing recommendations to combat ongoing financialisation, particularly in urban areas, noting that young people and families are disproportionately exposed to its effects;
· for an expanded and clearly defined exemption in State aid rules in order to safeguard public welfare-oriented housing models throughout the EU; defining target groups and carrying out income checks should be left to the Member States, in accordance with the principle of subsidiarity.

Mr Boland then opens the debate. Mr Balon (PL-III), Ms Joó (HU-III), Mr De Mûelenaere (BE-I), Mr. Säkkinen (FI-I), Mr Fornea (RO-II) and Ms Calistru (RO-III) speak on the following issues:
· The housing crisis is a major concern for citizens and the EU should act while respecting Member States' competencies.
· A family-oriented perspective should be fully taken into account in EU housing policy together with sustainability and social considerations.
· Europe is confronted with a reduction in delivered building permits, leading to a housing supply crisis aggravated by increased construction material costs. 
· Treaty changes should be carefully considered in the context of housing policy.
· Some European countries are particularly confronted with maintenance and taxation costs affecting home-owners with limited resources.
· The adoption of this opinion is relevant for the ongoing discussion on the Multiannual financial framework.


Following the debate, the Assembly examines the amendments to the Section opinion.


	AMENDMENT 1 

TEN/866
Tackling housing scarcity through affordable, sustainable and family-oriented housing policies

Point 3.7

Amend as follows:
	Tabled by:
DE MÛELENAERE Robert
LE BRETON Marie-Pierre
MINCHEVA Mariya
OSTROWSKI Krzysztof
SÄKKINEN Teppo




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC reiterates that the serious failure in the housing sector[1] must – in line with subsidiarity – be addressed through, among others, better framework conditions like data collection, coordination, approval procedures, land use planning rules, affordable housing enshrined in EU primary law, sufficient funding, and a stronger focus on young people, families and sustainability.
[1] See OJ C 486, 21.12.2022, p. 185, TEN/784, OJ C, C/2025/771, 11.2.2025, etc.
	The EESC reiterates that the serious failure in the housing sector[1] must – in line with subsidiarity – be addressed through, among others, better framework conditions like data collection, coordination, approval procedures, land use planning rules, sufficient funding, and a stronger focus on young people, families and sustainability.
[1] See OJ C 486, 21.12.2022, p. 185, TEN/784, OJ C, C/2025/771, 11.2.2025, etc.



	Reason

	Housing policy is a national competence, and there is no legitimacy to expand EU competence into an area currently managed by Member States. Key aspects of housing, including regulations, social housing provision, renting rules, and subsidies are deeply embedded in national legal systems, and this must be respected. Moreover, national and local governments are better placed to design housing policies, because they have a better understanding of their own housing markets, which are very diverse across the EU. 





	AMENDMENT 2

TEN/866
Tackling housing scarcity through affordable, sustainable and family-oriented housing policies

Point 1.1

Amend as follows:
	Tabled by:
DE MÛELENAERE Robert
LE BRETON Marie-Pierre
MINCHEVA Mariya
OSTROWSKI Krzysztof
SÄKKINEN Teppo




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC welcomes the Affordable Housing Plan (AHP) but urges the Commission to swiftly present the announced initiatives and adopt far more ambitious measures to address the structural housing crisis, including better framework conditions, a right to adequate and affordable housing in EU primary law, sufficient funding and a stronger focus on young people, families and sustainability. It criticises the lack of clear land-use and spatial planning guidance, the risks of urban sprawl and of climate backsliding and the insufficient role given to cities, regions and local authorities. Furthermore, it calls for an effective rural development strategy and proven tools, with a mandatory percentage of subsidised, affordable housing.
	The EESC welcomes the Affordable Housing Plan (AHP) but urges the Commission to swiftly present the announced initiatives and adopt far more ambitious measures to address the structural housing crisis, including better framework conditions, sufficient funding and a stronger focus on young people, families and sustainability. It criticises the lack of clear land-use and spatial planning guidance, the risks of urban sprawl and of climate backsliding and the insufficient role given to cities, regions and local authorities. Furthermore, it calls for an effective rural development strategy and proven tools, with a mandatory percentage of subsidised, affordable housing.



	Reason

	Housing policy is a national competence, and there is no legitimacy to expand EU competence into an area currently managed by Member States. Key aspects of housing, including regulations, social housing provision, renting rules, and subsidies are deeply embedded in national legal systems, and this must be respected. Moreover, national and local governments are better placed to design housing policies, because they have a better understanding of their own housing markets, which are very diverse across the EU. 






Outcome of the vote on the amendments:

Votes in favour:		 87
Votes against:		 109
Abstentions:		7

The opinion was adopted by 185 votes to two and six abstentions.
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