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The vice-president moves that the Committee turn to agenda item 15 - adoption of an opinion on the

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions – European Grids Package
(COM(2025) 1005 final)
and
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure, amending Regulations (EU) 2019/942, (EU) 2019/943 and (EU) 2024/1789 and repealing Regulation (EU) 2022/869
(COM(2025) 1006 final – 2025/0399 (COD))
and
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directives (EU) 2018/2001, (EU) 2019/944, (EU) 2024/1788 as regards acceleration of permit-granting procedures
(COM(2025) 1007 final – 2025/0400 (COD)).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society (president: Mr Nowacki). The rapporteur was Mr Kattnig. The section adopted its opinion on 9 March 2026 by 73 votes to seven and four abstentions.

Ms Mastantuono gives the floor to the rapporteur Mr Kattnig, who introduces the opinion.

Mr Kattnig highlights that the energy transition will be determined as much by electricity grids as by power plants, noting that parts of Europe still rely on ageing and inefficient networks, which makes the Grids Package fundamental. He stresses that while the package is welcome, network expansion must not become an end in itself, but should serve the objective of ensuring a secure energy supply and a system capable of integrating growing shares of renewables. He points out that expansion is extremely costly and therefore must be strategic, efficient and geared towards affordable investments, underlining the need to optimise the existing network and manage demand intelligently. He further stresses the importance of flexibility, including adequate storage, to relieve pressure on consumers, and warns that rising grid and network costs call for cost‑reflective development. He highlights the need to fully harness the potential of decentralisation, such as energy communities, storage and self‑consumption, and underscores the key coordinating role of European and national bodies. Finally, he points out that authorities must be equipped with sufficient personnel and digital processes to ensure smooth approval procedures and effective implementation.

Ms Mastantuono then opens the debate. Mr. Tracevičius (LT-III), Mr Tiainen (FI‑III), Mr Hidesten (SE‑I), Mr Säkkinen (FI‑I), Mr Pintér (SK‑I), Mr Béguinet (FR‑II) and Mr Schaffenrath (AT‑III) speak on the following issues:
· Energy democracy, including the possibility for citizens to become prosumers and the importance of energy communities in supporting local economies and growth.
· Citizen participation, social acceptance and fair compensation for communities involved in large-scale energy projects.
· The position that no exceptions should be proposed regarding the Stability and Growth Pact (p. 1.18 of the opinion).
· Ensuring that network charges primarily strengthen DSOs and TSOs within each Member State, while warning against transferring revenues to the EU level, as this could undermine investment.
· Balancing grid expansion with flexibility needs, while preserving the Union’s industrial objectives.
· Emphasising the importance of affordable energy for Europe’s prosperity and sustainability, through the optimisation of existing networks and a fair distribution of cost. 

Following the debate, the Assembly examines the amendments to the Section opinion.

	AMENDMENT 1 

TEN/863
European Grids Package

Point 1.4

Amend as follows:
	Tabled by:
PINTÉR Michal




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	stresses that increased flexibility in grid use entails enhanced protection for vulnerable consumers with limited flexibility potential. This protection should be extended to energy-intensive industrial actors with limited flexibility potential;
	stresses that increased flexibility in grid use must come with enhanced protection for vulnerable groups and consumers with limited flexibility potential. This protection should be extended to include energy-intensive industrial actors with limited flexibility potential and industrial actors whose production processes require a continuous, stable electricity supply for operational integrity and safety;



	Reason

	The concern for ‘vulnerable groups and consumers with limited flexibility’ should explicitly include EU energy-intensive industries as economically vulnerable actors, dependent on 24/7/365 stable supply of EE for operations and safety. These industries also already face existential threats from energy costs as inputs. Protection measures must extend beyond household consumers to industrial producers/actors whose closure would devastate entire EU regions and increase regional unemployment and poverty levels. 



is accepted by the Assembly.

	AMENDMENT 2 

TEN/863
European Grids Package

Point 2.4

Amend as follows:
	Tabled by:
PINTÉR Michal




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Energy-intensive industries and industrial consumers contribute to system flexibility through load management, demand response or ancillary services. However, many industrial processes require a stable electricity supply to ensure operational continuity and safety. Their flexibility is structurally limited, while exposure to supply gaps and price volatility driven by fluctuating renewable generation often forces industrial users to procure electricity at marginal prices. Flexibility obligations for industrial consumers must therefore be supported by fair incentive mechanisms and any further tariff adjustments must be balanced to avoid shifting grid expansion costs heavily onto industrial consumers or other network users.
	Energy-intensive industries and industrial consumers contribute to system flexibility through load management, demand response or ancillary services. However, many industrial processes require a stable electricity supply to ensure operational continuity and safety. Their flexibility is structurally limited, while exposure to supply gaps and price volatility driven by fluctuating renewable generation often forces industrial users to procure electricity at marginal prices. Flexibility obligations for industrial consumers must therefore be supported by fair compensation mechanisms and any further tariff adjustments must be balanced to avoid shifting grid expansion costs heavily onto industrial consumers or other network users



	Reason

	While the need for grid expansion and flexibility is correctly acknowledged in the document, network tariffs already represent a significant portion of EE costs for industrial users and energy-intensive industries and are expected to further rise. These EIIs therefore can no longer bear additional/new grid-related costs - in addition to bearing already higher commodity prices and total EE prices 2-3x higher than their competitors in 3rd countries. The call for cost-reflective tariffs and prudent grid expansion cost division and/or compensatory mechanisms must apply to industrial/EII consumers who are already shouldering significant network and flexibility costs. Any increase in tariffs must be balanced to avoid shifting most costs onto industrial consumers with limited flexibility and requirements for continuous baseload power for operations. 



is accepted by the Assembly.

	AMENDMENT 3 

TEN/863
European Grids Package

New point 2.11

Add a new point after current 2.10
Position: After existing point - Same level
	Tabled by:
PINTÉR Michal




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	
	Moreover, EU grid planning and coordination must take into account the specific requirements of energy-intensive industries. As they progressively electrify their production processes to decarbonise, their electricity demand will increase substantially, with requirements that differ fundamentally from general consumer demand.



	Reason

	The decarbonisation of EU industries (chemicals, cement, steel, etc.) requires either massive renewable capacity or other reliable EE sources such as nuclear. The text seems to forget that EIIs specifically require industrial-scale, dedicated EE generation capacity with guaranteed 24/7/365 availability - even more so after their decarbonisation is completed and their reliance on EE for industrial production rises dramatically. Grid planning must therefore also consider future direct connections between large-scale generation projects/EE sources and industrial clusters, with dedicated transmission/grid capacity that doesn’t compete with general consumer demand or triggers congestion charges. 



is accepted by the Assembly.

	AMENDMENT 4 

TEN/863
European Grids Package

Point 2.13

Amend as follows:
	Tabled by:
PINTÉR Michal




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Affordable network tariffs are crucial for the public acceptance of grid expansion and the energy transition, as well as for EU economic development. The financing of grid expansion should therefore always be considered from the perspective of affordability.
	Affordable network tariffs are crucial for the public acceptance of grid expansion and the energy transition, as well as for EU economic development and its industrial competitiveness. The financing of grid expansion should therefore always be considered from the perspective of affordability. Energy affordability remains especially crucial for energy-intensive industries, where electricity costs constitute a critical input and a key determinant of competitiveness. Grid expansion must not become a driver of electricity price increases that would accelerate deindustrialisation in the Union. The EESC therefore underlines the need for appropriate compensatory mechanisms during the transition and grid expansion phase, including targeted exemptions from State aid frameworks.



	Reason

	The document does not explicitly mention the pressing need for affordability for EU energy-intensive industries. Grid expansion must not become the reason for further EE price increases that further endanger industrial competitiveness and cause deindustrialisation of the EU in favour of 3rd countries with lower EE costs. The EESC should call for compensatory mechanisms for energy-intensive industries during the transition and grid expansion period, including exemptions from certain network charges or targeted state aid frameworks. 



is accepted by the Assembly.

	AMENDMENT 5 

TEN/863
European Grids Package

Point 1.18

Delete point.
	Tabled by:
DĂRĂBAN Daniela-Raluca
MASTANTUONO Alena
RZECZKOWSKA Magdalena
SÄKKINEN Teppo
SANZ MARTÍN Yolanda




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	calls for public investments in electricity grids to be handled in accordance with the EESC’s position in opinion TEN/851. The Committee therefore stresses that grid expansion should be recognised as a security-related infrastructure measure and explicitly covered by the financing and support provisions of the SAFE Regulation (EU) 2025/1106, as a central component of Europe’s security, resilience and defence capabilities;
	



	Reason

	The recommendation in essence calls for grid investments to be excluded from the debt rules of the Growth and Stability Pact. The EESC should not call for the exemption of individual policy areas on from the public debt rules without a comprehensive consideration of the impact on fiscal stability and public economies. Additionally, whereas grids are highly important for energy security and therefore broader security, the purpose of SAFE is focused on defence industrial capacity and defence technology. EESC opinion on SAFE - CCMI/243 did not call for the expansion of the scope of the SAFE beyond defence. 



Outcome of the vote on the amendment:

Votes in favour:		94 
Votes against:		102
Abstentions:		8

	AMENDMENT 7 

TEN/863
European Grids Package

Amend EESC Amendment 13

Amendment 13
linked to recommendation 1.14
COM(2025) 1006 final
Add new Article 22a of the Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure, amending Regulations (EU) 2019/942, (EU) 2019/943 and (EU) 2024/1789 and repealing Regulation (EU) 2022/869
	Tabled by:
DĂRĂBAN Daniela-Raluca
MASTANTUONO Alena
RZECZKOWSKA Magdalena
SÄKKINEN Teppo
SANZ MARTÍN Yolanda




	Text proposed by the European Commission

	




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Article 22a
Enabling public investments in grid infrastructure
1. By [within 6 months after entry into force], the Commission will:
(a) publish guidelines on public financing instruments for grid infrastructure, aiming at lowering network operators’ capital expenses.
(b) propose changes to Council Regulation (EU) 2025/1106 that aim at declaring grid infrastructure as a security-related infrastructure, explicitly covered by the financing and support provisions in that regulation.
	Article 22a
Enabling public investments in grid infrastructure
1. By [within 6 months after entry into force], the Commission will:
(a) publish guidelines on public financing instruments for grid infrastructure, aiming at lowering network operators’ capital expenses.
(b) assess the need for further measures to strengthen the financing framework for grid infrastructure of strategic importance, including, where appropriate, exploring synergies with existing Union financial instruments and programmes.



	Reason given in the opinion
	Amendment to the reason given in the opinion

	See recommendation 1.14.
	



	Explanation of proposed changes

	Grids are highly important for energy security and therefore broader security, but the purpose of SAFE is focused on defence industrial capacity and defence technology. EESC opinion on SAFE CCMI/243 did not call for the expansion of the scope of the SAFE beyond defence. The proposed amendment would ask to assess the need for further measures to strengthen the financing framework for strategic grid infrastructure but without the linkage to SAFE.



Outcome of the vote on the amendment:

Votes in favour:		94
Votes against:		102
Abstentions:		8


	AMENDMENT 6 

TEN/863
European Grids Package

Delete EESC Amendment 1
Amendment 1
COM(2025) 1007 final
Article 1 (3) of the Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directives (EU) 2018/2001, (EU) 2019/944, (EU) 2024/1788 as regards acceleration of permit-granting procedures
	Tabled by:
DĂRĂBAN Daniela-Raluca
MASTANTUONO Alena
RZECZKOWSKA Magdalena
SÄKKINEN Teppo
SANZ MARTÍN Yolanda




	Text proposed by the European Commission

	In Article 15d, the following paragraphs 3 and 4 are added




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	In Article 15d, the following paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 are added:
[…]
5. Member States shall ensure that permit-granting procedures for the installation of energy production or storage with a total installed capacity of more than 100 kW as well as the installation of power lines with a voltage over 100 kV and connected voltage transformation substations comply with the transparency and public participation requirements set out in Article 9 of [TEN-E-Regulation].

	in Article 15d, the following paragraphs 3 and 4 are added: 




	Reason given in the opinion
	Amendment to the reason given in the opinion

	See recommendation 1.20.
	



	Explanation of proposed changes

	Delete new paragraph proposed by the rapporteur and keep Commission text unchanged. 

The EESC is a strong advocate of decarbonisation and fast deployment of clean energy. By limiting network development, we are hindering the development of decarbonisation. There are already robust procedures that concern the involvement of local communities and the civil society, which is important to maintain public support for energy investments. Further regulatory requirements risk to delay needed investments, impact security of supply and bring uncertainty to the projects crucial to meet the demand for electricity. A key goal of the grid package is to speed up the deployment of grid infrastructure and additional requirements for the process are contrary to it.



Outcome of the vote on the amendment:

Votes in favour:		81 
Votes against:		18
Abstentions:		115


The opinion is adopted by 195 votes to 11 and 8 abstentions.
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