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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s opinion, which provides valuable input in the design process of the Strategy on Intergenerational Fairness (IGF). It values its commitment to contribute to the initiatives in this area. The IGF will strengthen communication between generations and ensure that the interests of present and future generations are respected throughout the Commission’s policy and law making.
The Commission’s recent proposal for National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRP Plans)[footnoteRef:2] aims to enhance youth participation in financial programming and implementation. Member States will be expected to consult youth organisations when defining funding priorities and to associate them to the monitoring of the Plans, where relevant. The proposal requires investments and reforms to build capacity for civil society and social partners, facilitating effective engagement and support to youth participation. A new performance monitoring system under the Performance Regulation for the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) will track and monitor the effects of funding allocated to youth. For the 2028-2034 MFF programming period, two horizontal conditions are planned, on the Charter of Fundamental Rights and on the Rule of Law. Though intergenerational budgeting is not a dedicated condition, Member States are encouraged to incorporate intergenerational fairness in their NRP Plans, notably through the European Social Fund, which supports policies promoting employment, social inclusion and intergenerational fairness. Intergenerational cooperation is further promoted by territorial and local cooperation initiatives (points 1.1 and 1.6). [2:  	COM/2025/565 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025PC0565&qid=1753801752960)] 

The Commission supports youth impact assessment tools like the Commission Youth Check[footnoteRef:3] to integrate youth perspectives in relevant policy areas. Launched in 2025, the Youth Check was applied to the Commission’s 2025 annual work programme, assessing initiatives for their impact on youth and consulting young people and youth civil society on 12 Annex I initiatives[footnoteRef:4] listed on the European Youth Portal. Following the 2022 European Year of Youth[footnoteRef:5] and in line with the Political Guidelines 2024-2029, the Commission has strengthened youth participation by setting up structural initiatives and bodies, such as the Youth Policy Dialogues with Commissioners[footnoteRef:6], the President’s Youth Advisory Board[footnoteRef:7] and the EU Youth Stakeholders Group[footnoteRef:8]. In 2024, the European Education and Culture Executive Agency published a report[footnoteRef:9] on youth mainstreaming practices across Europe. Furthermore, the EU-Council of Europe Youth Partnership is finalising a book on youth mainstreaming. In early 2025, the Commission organised a Citizens’ Panel on the new EU budget[footnoteRef:10] including 150 randomly selected citizens from all Member States, over a third of them under 30 years of age. The panel’s 22 recommendations and 11 guiding principles prominently featured youth concerns. The European Commission carefully considered the citizens’ recommendations when developing its proposal (points 1.2 and 1.3). [3:  	EU Youth Strategy (https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/youth-check_en).]  [4:  	https://youth.europa.eu/news/progress-european-commission-youth-check-amplifying-young-voices-eu-policymaking_en]  [5:  	Year of Youth (https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth_en).]  [6:  	Youth Policy Dialogues (https://youth.europa.eu/youth-policy/dialogues_en).]  [7:  	Europe listens: The President’s Youth Advisory Board takes off (https://youth.europa.eu/news/europe-listens-presidents-youth-advisory-board-takes_en).]  [8:  	EU Youth Strategy (https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/euyouthstrategygroup_en).]  [9:  	New publication: Youth mainstreaming, youth impact assessment and youth checks (https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/new-publication-youth-mainstreaming-youth-impact-assessment-and-youth-checks-2024-08-23_en).]  [10:  	A new European budget fit for our ambitions (https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/european-citizens-panels/european-citizens-panel-new-european-budget_en).] 

To support Member States in safeguarding the welfare of current and future generations, the Commission assesses the current and future adequacy and sustainability of old-age social protection and provides Member States with corresponding policy guidance. In terms of adequacy of old-age incomes in EU Member States, three dimensions are particularly looked at: poverty prevention, income maintenance, and retirement duration. The Pension Adequacy Report 2024[footnoteRef:11], produced by the Commission and the Social Protection Committee (SPC), highlights that nearly one in five people aged 65+ were at risk of poverty or social exclusion in 2024, with pensions projected to significantly decrease over the next four decades in most Member States. Longer working lives and enhanced labour market participation are crucial for supporting social protection across generations. The Quality Jobs Roadmap[footnoteRef:12] furthermore underlines that supporting older people to update their skills, stay in the labour market or pass on their experience can turn demographic change into a source of social cohesion and shared prosperity. The report of the High-Level Group on the future of social protection stresses the importance of lifecycle and social investment policies. Furthermore, the Ageing Working Group offers long-term budgetary projections (pensions, healthcare, long-term care and education), although this does not include intergenerational fairness. In parallel to these sustainability projections, the Commission and the SPC analyse the current and future adequacy of pensions and long-term care (points 1.4 and 1.5). [11:  	The 2024 pension adequacy report – Current and future income adequacy in old age in the EU. Volume I, Publications Office of the European Union, 2024, (https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2767/909323).]  [12:  	COM(2025) 944 (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0944).] 




