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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission acknowledges the insights provided by the Committee in its opinion on enhancing fiscal transparency through participatory budgeting. Transparency and inclusiveness remain fundamental to fostering accountability and trust in public institutions. The engagement of citizens, businesses and stakeholders is a very important part of the EU decision-making process. These principles guide the Commission's work.
The Commission recognises the importance of embedding transparency in the management and performance of EU funds and ensuring that stakeholders, including citizens and civil society, are actively engaged in decision-making processes. Platforms such as the Cohesion Open Data Platform and data.europa.eu offer real-time or comprehensive data, supporting public understanding and oversight of EU spending. The Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) Scoreboard complements this by providing an overview of progress towards the implementation of national recovery plans, and the RRF map showcases projects financed across Europe. These tools are part of broader efforts to simplify complex financial data and make it more accessible to all.
Regarding participatory budgeting, the European Code of Conduct on Partnership already provides a foundation for involving partners in the implementation of EU funds, particularly within cohesion policy. In addition, public consultations and initiatives like the ‘Have Your Say’ platform ensure stakeholders have opportunities to contribute to legislative and policy developments.
The Commission is committed to continuous improvement in these areas and looks forward to building on existing mechanisms to further enhance transparency and participation.
The Commission took into account the elements highlighted in the EESC opinion when preparing the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) proposal, together with the lessons learned from the current programming period and input from other stakeholders. In this respect, the Commission held an open debate ahead of presenting its proposal for the next MFF in 2025, consultations on the future MFF,[footnoteRef:2] a dedicated European Citizens’ Panel which issued recommendations,[footnoteRef:3] and extensive outreach at the European, national, regional and local levels. These consultations help shape the MFF package, ensuring it addresses the evolving needs of Member States and citizens while reflecting on key challenges identified, such as the need for simplification, modernisation, and high standards of transparency. [2:  EU’s next long-term budget (MFF) – implementing EU funding with Member States and regions.]  [3:   European Citizens' Panel on the new European budget - European Commission.] 

The Commission also welcomes the Committee’s call for simplification of complex information and enhancement of existing mechanisms, aligning transparency initiatives with critical EU objectives. These include improving knowledge-sharing across Member States and embedding participatory processes more deeply into the EU's governance structures. An EU budget with fewer, more focused programs and simplified rules could also contribute to this transparency objective by ensuring better consistency in reporting and accessibility of budgetary information across EU funds.
The Commission appreciates the EESC’s input and looks forward to continuing discussions with stakeholders on how best to advance these objectives.



