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	The Commission welcomes this opinion on the future of organic and quality food. It has presented its integrated approach to food policy in the Vision for Agriculture and Food, highlighting the importance of re-establishing the link between food, territory, seasonality, cultures and local traditions. In view of a coherent approach throughout the food sector, the Commission has underlined the need for actions at EU level to facilitate sustainable consumption choices and to better reward quality and sustainability efforts made by European farmers and fishers and the food industry. This includes enforcing consumer protection laws, strengthening the role of public procurement to promote food produced with high environmental and social standards (including organic products), and further using promotion policy to raise consumer awareness about quality schemes, to name just a few initiatives. But first and foremost, the Commission has highlighted the importance of national, regional and local authorities in developing actions related to food, as well as the need to engage the food industry in discussions on future policy developments. This is why the Commission announced it will hold an annual Food Dialogue with the food system’s actors, to create a forum at EU level to exchange views, best practices, and address pressing issues in the field of food policy. 
Organic farming, and more broadly organic production, which covers the entire organic supply chain, are situated at the very heart of the EU’s strategies on the transition towards more sustainable agriculture, aquaculture and food systems and towards climate neutrality. 
To support the organic sector, a number of relevant policy tools and approaches are available. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221021677]First, there is the EU Action Plan for the Development of Organic Production[footnoteRef:2] adopted in 2021. This Action Plan, which functions as an overarching agenda setting tool, aims to increase the demand for, and the supply of organic products, and to enhance further the sustainability of organic production. It prioritises actions to increase the demand for organic products, for instance via promotion campaigns, public procurement of organic products for public canteens, or other means, thereby recognizing that the sustainable long-term development of organic production depends importantly on the growth of the final demand for organic products. The Action Plan involves the public sector at different levels (EU, Member States, regional and local authorities) as well as the entire supply chain (from farmers to restaurants).  [2:  	COM(2021) 141 final (EUR-Lex - 52021DC0141 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

It is also, to an important extent, driven by research and innovation. This follows the Commission’s expressed intention to dedicate 30% of the Horizon Europe research and innovation framework programme budget to actions on agriculture, aquaculture, forestry and rural areas under Cluster 6, ‘Food Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment’, for topics directly or indirectly relevant for organic production as a quantitative objective. 
This commitment has translated so far into at least 73 relevant calls in the Cluster 6 Horizon Europe Work Programme (2021-2025) for a total EU contribution of EUR 670 million. R&I projects are addressing the key challenges of organic production, such as finding alternatives to the use of contentious inputs (for instance copper), crop breeding, weed management, and knowledge sharing and advice, among many others. Organic farming relevant R&I projects adopt a multi-actor approach, by which farmers and other key actors, such as consumers, are engaged in the research activities, thus contributing to promote knowledge change and increasing awareness about the benefits of organic farming. Overall, the implementation of the action plan is monitored carefully through frequent progress reports, policy discussions, etc.
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) supports organic farming as a key instrument for the transition towards more sustainable agriculture. This means that the CAP supports agricultural practices which contribute to improving soil and water quality, to mitigation and adaptation to climate change and to the improvement of the state of biodiversity. It helps enhancing organic matter in the soils, and hence also the CO2 sequestration and water retention (thus helping to prevent erosion, droughts, floods, etc.). It also helps increasing biodiversity and reducing fertilizer, pesticide and antibiotics use and the positive impacts thereof on the environment, climate, soil, water, air, biodiversity, animal welfare, etc.
The picture is completed by the ambitions set by the Member States and the comprehensive strategies on organic production developed by the Member States comprising two pillars: the National Strategic Plans for the CAP and complementary national organic action plans. 
Other EU programmes, like the EU Agricultural Promotion Policy, as well as many purely national measures help expand the sector. EU Aquaculture policy, as reflected in the Commission Communication on ‘Strategic guidelines for a more sustainable and competitive EU aquaculture for the period 2021-2030’[footnoteRef:3]. The Communication also supports the development of organic aquaculture production as one means to enhance overall environmental sustainability of EU aquaculture.  [3:  	COM(2021) 236 final (EUR-Lex - 52021DC0236 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

[bookmark: _Hlk221022012]Looking further ahead, the Multiannual financial framework (MFF) proposals that the Commission tabled before the summer recess include a number of elements of importance to the organic sector to secure sustainable supply chains, scale-up innovation and lead the global race for clean and smart technology. 
The organic sector can continue to rely on a strong income support policy of at least EUR 293.7 billion for the next MFF. Furthermore, an additional EUR 452.9 billion will be available for Member States to promote economic, social and territorial cohesion, including to address the challenges of rural areas based on national needs. 
At the same time, a number of funding instruments have been introduced to better reward farmers for their efforts on environmental and climate objectives. This is in line with what was announced under the Vision for EU Agriculture and Food, with the aim to move from “conditions to incentives” and organic production is at the heart of these discussions. 
This is also reinforced by a new European Competitiveness Fund (ECF) that will invest EUR 20.4 billion in strategic technologies of direct relevance to organic farming to support the sustainability transition. In close connection with the European Competitiveness Fund, the renowned Horizon Europe 2028-2034 programme, will invest EUR 19,7 billion on collaborative research under the ECF policy window ‘health, biotech, agriculture and bioeconomy’. This means continuing to fund world-class innovation. Organic farming will remain a key focus. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221022291]To further improve the competitiveness of the sector, the Commission presented on 16 December 2025 a legislative proposal to amend the EU Organic Regulation. The changes relate to international matters, for instance to the follow-up on a recent European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruling, as well as several very targeted simplification elements, which will simplify the life of organic farmers and operators without affecting the high organic standard. In addition, the proposal was accompanied by an ambitious roadmap to further improve the competitiveness of the sector. The actions presented in the roadmap can generally be accomplished by adjusting secondary legislation to further ease the burden on organic farmers and operators. 
EU quality policy aims to protect the names of specific products to promote their unique characteristics, linked to their geographical origin as well as traditional know-how. 
Product names can be granted a 'geographical indication' (GI) if they have a specific link to the place where they are made. The GI recognition enables consumers to trust and distinguish quality products while also helping producers to better market their products. Traditional speciality guaranteed (TSG) highlights the traditional aspects, such as the way the product is made or its composition, without being linked to a specific geographical area. 
There are more than 3600 GIs and more than 70 TSGs registered in the EU Registers. 
The recent legal review process of EU quality schemes covering GIs and TSGs resulting in the Regulation  on geographical indications for wine, spirit drinks and agricultural products, as well as traditional specialities guaranteed and optional quality terms for agricultural products[footnoteRef:4] , aims at strengthening the protection of GIs and streamlines the legal framework also with a view to empowering GI producers and enhancing the uptake of GIs as well as to strengthening consumers awareness and trust in the schemes.  [4:  	http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1143/oj.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk221022607]To strengthen consumer trust in the GI/TSG labelled products, the Commission is making efforts to strengthen further the controls of GIs/TSGs. The yearly control seminar organised by the Commission provides an opportunity to Member States to exchange views on the control procedures and challenges of GI/TSG controls. Linked to this, in collaboration with the Member States, an informal guidance document will be prepared by the Commission on GI/TSG controls, in order to establish a knowledge base and to share best practices among Member States for more efficient GI/TSG controls and thus contribute to the credibility of the EU GI/TSG policy. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221022636]With a view to assist farmers, the Commission has prepared a web-based GI Toolkit to promote the benefits of the policy and help producers with the GI application process. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221022717]Trade agreements with third countries offer a major avenue to protect EU GIs in third countries, giving quality products with strong export potential an improved exposure into international markets and enable producers already present in international markets to secure their businesses. Trade agreements concluded by the EU with GI provisions or GI stand-alone agreements aim at ensuring an adequate and effective high level of protection and enforcement of GI rights. They also improve the effectiveness of enforcement of GI rights, including in the digital environment and at the border (including on exports). The agreements negotiated by the EU provide protection and effective recognition through agreed lists of GIs (wines, spirits, agricultural products and foodstuffs), which are effectively protected as of the date of entry into force of the agreements. The agreements also allows for the addition of further GIs to the list of protected GIs after the agreement has taken effect. 
An important priority of the EU Action Plan for the Development of Organic Production is to raise awareness of the organic logo and the nature and benefits of organic farming and organic production. Against this background, the Commission launched a study in 2024 on: ‘Improving the place of organic products in collective catering’. 
The study intends to identify critical success factors and individual success stories for increasing the share of organic food in public canteens and organising educational activities on the organic logo and the nature and benefits of organic farming and production in the EU-27. 
The ongoing study will identify for each EU Member State, the current ambition and state of play at national, regional and possibly even local level as regards the share of organic food in public canteens. Furthermore, it will analyse strategies aimed at increasing the share of organic food in public canteens. The study looks into educational activities regarding organic and other types of food in primary and secondary schools. To this end it should identify all the relevant issues and parameters to be considered, the success factors and obstacles and the success stories and horizontal best practices. 
The delivery of the final report of this study is to be expected in quarter 3 of 2026. 
The beneficial role of Sustainable Food Public Procurement is also recognised in the Vision for Agriculture and Food. 
Among the key actions proposed, the Vision for Agriculture and Food emphasises the strengthening of public procurement policies to support sustainability objectives and to foster vibrant rural economies. It announces a legal proposal that would empower contracting authorities to pursue a “best value” approach over the lowest price alone, to reward quality and sustainability efforts made by European farmers, food industry and services, and provide opportunities for small and medium-sized enterprises (‘SMEs’) to participate in such activities. 
The Vision for Agriculture and Food underscores the role of public procurement as a means to provide the right incentives ‘to promote the consumption of local, seasonal products, and food produced with high environmental and social standards, including organic products and food originating from shorter supply chains.’ 
In this process, the Commission will therefore carefully consider how to increase the opportunities for organic products in public procurement to further stimulate the demand[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  	Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on public procurement and repealing Directive 2004/18/EC (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2014/24/oj).] 

EU funded Research and Innovation[footnoteRef:6] also play an important role in promoting the consumption of Organic and Geographical Indication products.  [6:  	Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment - Research and innovation.] 

The ALLIANCE project[footnoteRef:7] aims to provide operational tools to enhance traceability and transparency in the organic and geographical indication food supply chains. GI Smart aims to support EU registered Geographical Indications in achieving better recognition and improved implementation of their sustainability benefits.  [7:  	https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101084188. ] 

WinnOrganic[footnoteRef:8] and InnoFoodLabs[footnoteRef:9] projects, will propose innovative supply and distribution models and short trade circuits for organic products favouring better market penetration of organic products.  [8:  	https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101182360. ]  [9:  	https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101181923. ] 




