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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	Point 1.2:
The Commission (DG TRADE) is working to enhance the EU's global engagement, with the aim of developing and diversifying investment, production, and trade with reliable partners. To achieve this, the Commission cooperates with third countries to foster mutually beneficial partnerships, ultimately leading to secure, resilient, affordable, and diversified value chains.
For instance, the Commission is strengthening the World Trade Organization (WTO) to ensure fair trade practices and prevent the emergence of new trade barriers, particularly in the raw materials sector. Additionally, it is expanding the EU's network of trade agreements with resource-rich countries to promote predictability and investment.
The Commission is also developing customized trade agreements, such as the Clean Trade and Investment Partnerships (CTIP), tailored to meet the specific needs of its trading partners. Furthermore, it is establishing strategic partnerships on critical raw materials, building on the existing 14 partnerships, including recent agreements with Norway, Uzbekistan, Serbia, and Australia.
Point 1.3:
The Commission (DG TRADE) endorses the recommendation to expand the network of trade agreements and promote plurilateral and multilateral agreements. Indeed, the Commission is actively working towards this objective.
New Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) not only provide market access and reduce import costs but also mitigate uncertainty – a crucial factor in the current global context – by establishing a legal framework for trade. Furthermore, FTAs enable the efficient diversification of supply sources without resorting to reshoring. The EU's trade agreements have already saved Europeans EUR 24 billion per year, and it is essential to note that trade wars would lead to higher prices, despite any potential deflationary effects resulting from economic slowdowns caused by trade disruptions.
European consumers benefit significantly from trade, as they gain access to a wider range of goods at lower prices. The EU's trade agreements have made a substantial contribution to their purchasing power, saving them EUR 24 billion annually.
Over the years, the EU has invested considerable political capital in engaging with other WTO members, including those that have been less enthusiastic about reform, such as the US since the Trump administration, and countries that are comfortable with the status quo like India and China. The EU is widely regarded as the only major WTO member fully committed to reforming the organization.
The next WTO Ministerial Conference (MC14), scheduled to take place in early 2026 in Cameroon, will be a pivotal moment for the WTO to demonstrate its ability to deliver on its reform agenda. This includes making tangible progress towards establishing a fully functioning, two-tier dispute settlement system, or transitioning to the Multi-Party Interim Appeal Arbitration Arrangement. It is essential for the WTO to address the pressing issues affecting global trade today. MC14 is likely to face heightened expectations for concrete outcomes on development, agriculture, and food security, making engagement with African partners crucial in the lead-up to the conference.
Point 1.4:
The Commission (DG TRADE) is highly active in the area of Trade Defence, where the EU's trade defence instruments are playing an increasingly vital role in combating unfair trade practices across all sectors. These measures are essential to the survival of key European industries, such as steel, chemical products, aluminium, wood, and ceramics. Moreover, trade defence measures not only help to create a level playing field but also contribute to the achievement of broader EU policy objectives, including the Green Deal and the Digital Agenda, by safeguarding the production of critical components in the renewable energy and digital value chains.
In addition, the Commission closely monitors trade defence investigations and measures implemented by third countries and intervenes to support EU industries with the aim of mitigating the negative impact of unjustified or unfair trade defence measures on EU companies operating in export markets.
Point 1.7:
The Commission put forward the Union of Skills[footnoteRef:1] in March 2025, to elevate the importance education and training for Europe’s competitiveness, resilience, innovation and democracy. The Union of Skills consists of initiatives which aim to deliver higher levels of basic skills for all; provide lifelong opportunities for adults to regularly upskill and reskill; facilitate labour mobility through recruitment by businesses across the EU; and attract and retain the skills and talents needed in the European economy. [1:  	https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/union-skills_en.] 

When it comes to attracting and retaining talents from abroad, recent developments in European higher education can make it even more attractive for third country students and academics to come to the EU and make us of the possibilities under the Erasmus+ programme[footnoteRef:2]. For example, the now 65 European Universities alliances[footnoteRef:3] funded by the Erasmus+ programme are a key asset for Europe global talent attractiveness, providing access to multiple universities in Europe in one go. The Commission is also working towards a Joint European degree label, which will open possibilities to earn a degree from several universities in Europe. Students already can benefit from many joint programmes, including from Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters programmes[footnoteRef:4] which provide for full scholarships to the best-ranked students worldwide. This is an attractive offer for talents across the globe. And with the Erasmus+ programme, the Commission is not only offering full degree scholarships, but also credit mobility opportunities of a duration of up to one year. [2:  	https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/.]  [3:  	https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-universities-initiative.]  [4:  	https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/opportunities/opportunities-for-individuals/students/erasmus-mundus-joint-masters.] 

Point1.9:
The Commission (DG TRADE) is working to strengthen economic security with the aim to endorse appropriate mitigation measures for promoting, partnering on, and protecting economic security interests based on risk assessments.
This also includes the ongoing revision of our Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) screening framework, enhancing our export control system for dual-use items, and monitoring selected outbound investments as a preparatory step toward further policy action in the future.
In line with the Political Guidelines and mission letter of Commissioner Šefčovič, the Commission is additionally developing new initiatives: a new economic security doctrine and economic security standards for key supply chains.



