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Agenda item 26
_____________


The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 26 - adoption of an opinion on the

For a European Affordable Housing Plan – the contribution of civil society
exploratory opinion requested by the Danish Presidency of the Council of the EU.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society (president: Ms Miltoviča). The rapporteur was Mr. Comer, the co-rapporteur was Mr. Kattnig. The section adopted its opinion on 4 September 2025 by 58 votes to four and five abstentions.


Mr Plosceanu gives the floor to the rapporteur and co-rapporteur, who introduce the opinion. They highlight the need:
· to develop an action plan to enforce the fundamental right to housing, emphasising that this right must be formally enshrined in EU primary law.
· to reform state aid rules to allow broader access to social housing. 
· to have a coordinated EU approach to address the shortage of affordable and sustainable housing, while respecting subsidiarity, as housing policy remains primarily a Member State competence.
The rapporteur and co-rapporteur recommend adopting an EU Housing Action Plan to create a cohesive policy addressing the housing crisis and that all Member States introduce ‘housing first’ programmes to tackle homelessness in order to reduce social inequality and deprivation.

In the debate Mr. Malllia, Mr. Wagener, Mr. Miltoviča, Mr. Marchiori, Ms Reisecker, Ms. Calistru, Mr. Byrne, Mr. Levèvre, Mr. Guerini, Ms. Mastantuono, Ms. Repanšek, Ms. Murafa Benga intervene. The points raised include:

· the EESC has proven a long-standing commitment on dealing with the right to decent, affordable and sustainable housing.
· energy poverty is affecting several social groups and it should be tackled together with addressing climate change.
· solving the housing crisis requires considering the complexity of this issue and facilitating renovation and access to property.
· in order to avoid speculation, the use of regulation cannot be avoided in this domain.
· the private sector can contribute providing innovative solutions in line with the green deal for the construction sector.
· addressing the housing issue is crucial for intergenerational solidarity. Accessible housing should be treated as a fundamental right.
· it is essential to recognize that there is no trade-off between affordability and sustainability, on the contrary green policies contribute to making housing more affordable.


Following the debate, the Assembly examines the amendments to the Section opinion.

Amendment 1 to point 5.1 tabled by: 
BARCELÓ DELGADO Andrés
DE MÛELENAERE Robert
GAVRILOVS Vitālijs
MASTANTUONO Alena
NOWACKI Marcin
SÄKKINEN Teppo
TEDER Reet

Point 5.1

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC advocates greater scope for long-term investment in social housing and believes that public investment in accessible and affordable housing should be a priority for the new multiannual financial framework and should not be subject to the debt rules set out in the fiscal rules under the SGP.
	The EESC advocates greater scope for long-term investment in social housing and believes that public investment in accessible and affordable housing should be a priority for the new multiannual financial framework and might challenge the debt rules set out in the fiscal rules under the SGP.



	Reason

	To be given orally.  



Outcome of the vote on the amendment:

Votes in favour:		25 
Votes against:		92 
Abstentions:		3

Amendment 2 to point 1.9 tabled by: 
BARCELÓ DELGADO Andrés
DE MÛELENAERE Robert
GAVRILOVS Vitālijs
MASTANTUONO Alena
NOWACKI Marcin
SÄKKINEN Teppo
TEDER Reet

Point 1.9

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC recommends increased public investment in accessible, social and affordable housing, which should not be subject to the rules regarding debt as governed by the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP).
	The EESC recommends increased public investment in accessible, social and affordable housing, which might challenge the rules regarding debt as governed by the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP).



	Reason

	To be given orally.  



Outcome of the vote on the amendment:

Votes in favour:		 25
Votes against:		 92
Abstentions:		 3

The opinion was adopted by 111 votes to four and ten abstentions.

_____________
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