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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission recognises the call to reinforce the involvement of local stakeholders, civil society and young people in the work and delivery of macro-regional strategies. This is important as the four macro-regional strategies play a key role in bridging between local and regional action and European political priorities. The will to expand to new stakeholders is present and is implemented via the various technical support mechanisms established by the macro-regional strategies and managed under their responsibility. (point 1.11)
The Commission recognises the important role of macro-regional strategies in supporting the EU environmental, digital and social transitions, as they mobilise regions and communities to boost competitiveness and sustainable development. Notably in the area of environment, the Commission recognises the macro-regional strategies’ added value in promoting biodiversity and the circular economy. (point 4.1)
The Commission recognises the need to strengthen the social dimension of macro-regional strategies by involving civil society, social and economic partners and other local actors. However, as macro-regional strategies are an inter-governmental form of cooperation led by the participating countries, the responsibility for involving the right stakeholders at the right levels falls primarily on these countries. (point 4.3.)
The Commission recognises the need and logic for the involvement of regions, local authorities and thematic stakeholders in the governance of the macro-regional strategies. Inclusion of such stakeholders helps to deliver a place-based policy with a focus on local and regional best practices in providing quality jobs and fostering innovation, productivity, skills, green and digital transitions. The Commission also recognises the need for decision-making processes to be simplified, administrative capacities improved and availability of adequate accessible resources to be secured. Notably, for the strategies to maximise their potential, all countries must ensure that thematic coordinators are given the proper resources to carry out their work. The key challenges identified in this paragraph already form the basis of many activities carried out in the macro-regional strategies. (point 10.3)
To track progress, all the strategies have continued their work on establishing effective monitoring and evaluation systems. The initiative taken in 2024 under the Interact programme to offer a detailed and practical proposal for delivery, identifying relevant frameworks, methods and tools to capture and measure the impact of the macro-regional strategies, can help to identify weaknesses and strengths and raise political interest in the macro-regional strategies. (point 10.4)
As to the embedding of the macro-regional strategies within funding streams other than the transnational Interreg programmes, the Commission considers that a priority for the years to come will be to properly monitor and follow up on the extent to which existing provisions have been taken up. Close cooperation between the strategies and managing authorities helps to put in place an effective embedding process. Networks of the authorities managing cohesion policy funds, and where relevant the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance and the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument, have been established under several of the strategies. In addition, the Commission considers that reinforced synergies between the macro-regional strategies and the sea-basin strategies will lead to further complementarities and coherence between these strategies, while enhancing cross-fertilisation of good practices and mutual learning. (point 10.5). The strengthening of synergies is illustrated by the annual macro-regional and Sea-basin strategies days, which facilitate dialogue and cooperation among strategy implementers on shared priorities and common challenges. In the context of the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), the National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRPPs) will be key tools to simplify programming, reduce administrative burden, and maximize the impact of EU spending, which are aspects that in turn contribute to the efficient delivery of macro-regional strategies, while ensuring full involvement of regional authorities and stakeholders. 




