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Agenda item 17

Thirty COPs later and a decade after the Paris Agreement: assessing global climate action and opportunities for civil society, with Elisa Morgera, UN Special Rapporteur on Climate Change and Human Rights, Ivone Kaizeler, Deputy Head of the Multilateral Affairs Unit within the Directorate-General for Climate Action (DG CLIMA) of the European Commission, and Samira Ben Ali, 
EESC Youth Delegate to COP (remotely).

 




The EESC president, Séamus Boland, asked the assembly to turn to agenda item 17, a debate on 
Thirty COPs later and a decade after the Paris Agreement: assessing global climate action and opportunities for civil society. 

Séamus Boland opened the debate, highlighting the activities of the EESC delegation at COP30 and raising concerns that COP30 did not meet expectations for aligning global action as the final text lacked an explicit reference to phasing out fossil fuels. However, the Paris Agreement was preserved, with no regression from COP28 achievements. Despite geopolitical tensions, COPs remain an important platform for multilateral dialogue and progress on just transition, climate adaptation and finance, which resonates with calls from the EESC. At COP30, the Committee noted the relevance of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) advisory opinion on states’ climate obligations to influence future COP processes. 

Elisa Morgera highlighted the increasing frequency and severity of extreme climate events in recent years, stressing the need to change course and prioritise actions backed by the strongest scientific evidence, as underscored by three international tribunals. She highlighted the human rights imperative of defossilising energy systems and stressed that fossil fuels were the root cause of interconnected planetary crises. She described the omission of fossil fuels in the COP30 final text as unacceptable from both a scientific and legal perspective, while acknowledging that the roadmap proposed by countries was a crucial example of the multilateralism required. Ms Morgera raised questions regarding the role of the principle Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR), particularly given the compounded intergenerational harms and human rights impacts linked to fossil fuel dependence. She stressed that defossilisation required a prioritised phase-out across all sectors, noting this as the most impactful contribution to global health. She also provided an explanation of the ICJ advisory opinion, especially regarding obligations across the entire fossil fuel lifecycle. She warned about the influence of fossil fuel industry lobbying and climate disinformation. 

Ivone Kaizeler noted that COP30 was political and symbolic, in light of the Brazilian Presidency, highlighting that there had been some incremental progress. She highlighted the importance of submitting an EU Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), with a 66-72% range reduction, stressing the importance of demonstrating leadership. She argued that the situation would be significantly worse without the Paris Agreement. She also underlined the importance of the wording in the Mutirão Decision, welcoming the involvement of civil society in raising awareness and supporting implementation. She noted that the process continued under the Paris Agreement, with the decision referencing previously negotiated elements and reaffirming the 1.5°C target. In terms of positive outcomes, she acknowledged the launch of the Global Implementation Accelerator fossil fuel initiative, the commitment to tripling adaptation finance and the importance of continued work under the Gender Action Plan. 

Samira Ben Ali stated that we could not continue the current trajectory, referencing experiences of extreme climate events that had affected her friends. She noted that international law and youth demands were repeatedly pushed back during the negotiations. COP30 did not deliver on its implementation promises. She underscored that, for the first time, the ICJ advisory opinion provided clear obligations related to climate change, guiding youth and civil society calls, but it was politically sidelined in the final decisions. However, several breakthroughs were highlighted including civil society efforts on a just transition, progress on the Gender Action Plan, climate finance and coalitions acting outside UNFCCC on fossil fuels, which remained relevant avenues. She called on the Committee to continue advocating a fossil fuel phase-out roadmap with all states involved, mainstreaming the ICJ advisory opinion and strengthening efforts to protect human rights and ensure meaningful youth participation, with structured mechanisms for consultation and engagement.

The following members took the floor during the debate: Teppo Säkkinen (FI-I), Dumitru Fornea (RO-II), Stoyan Tchoukanov (BG-III), Antje Sabine Gerstein (DE-I), Susanne Christine Uhl (DE-II), Corina Andrea Murafa Benga (RO-III), Josep Puxeu Rocamora (ES-I), Dirk Bergrath (DE-II), Cillian Lohan (IE-III), Niels Peter Nørring (DK-I), Ajda Pistotnik (SI-III) and Anna Schoemakers (NL-III). 
· Climate change is a reality, requiring an urgent shift in course and prioritisation of actions backed by the strongest scientific evidence, as highlighted by recent international tribunals.
· Global warming trajectory had improved from 4°C to ~2.7°C, but is still far above safe limits. 
· A persistent dissonance between civil society expectations and political outcomes was observed. Civil society continues to demand clear commitments on fossil fuel phase-out, tax reforms and just, equitable transition pathways, yet these demands are often not reflected in negotiation results.
· The transition to renewables was identified as a source of competitive advantage, and stronger partnerships between businesses and public actors were encouraged to scale investment and innovation.
· Some argued that EU negotiators were still aligned with public climate demands, but EU credibility is undermined when recently adopted simplifications and policy reversals weaken supply chain rules, environmental standards, or trade-related climate safeguards. Despite this, multilateralism and the climate movement remain alive, as shown by the continuing use of the best available mechanisms and platforms for cooperation.
· The ongoing dependency on fossil fuels was described as a core driver of the planetary crisis. The failure to adopt decisive language on fossil fuel phase-out at COP was considered regrettable. Calls were made for the EU to remain steadfast in pushing for a global fossil fuel phase-out, including fossil fuel subsidies. 
· The impact of political forces denying climate change hinders international progress. Expectations were expressed that stronger diplomatic leadership would have shaped outcomes more effectively.
· Trade unions and social partners must be fully included, ensuring social protection systems are linked to transition strategies in concrete, actionable ways.
· The transition cannot be driven by governments alone; civil society and non-state actors must be structurally integrated into climate processes, building on models such as the Marrakesh Partnership.
· Future efforts must prioritise producing more with fewer inputs and lower emissions, especially to secure stable food supplies. Actors directly affected by climate policies need to be fully involved in shaping global action.
· Science underscores the urgency of staying within planetary boundaries, and current economic approaches must evolve beyond GDP metrics. 

In the round of feedback, Samira Ben Ali emphasised that young people were guided by science in their climate demands and reiterated that it was a moral and legal duty to act on climate action for future generations. Ivone Kaizeler highlighted that climate change was a global challenge that required broader inclusion of non-EU actors and civil society voices. Elisa Morgera underlined the important role played within the COP process and other multilateral forums in upholding climate and human rights standards. She also called for reforms of the COP process. 

In his concluding remarks, Séamus Boland referred to the ICJ process and the Tropical Forest Forever Facility as remarkable developments. He acknowledged that criticism of the lack of progress was justified, but stressed the need to keep discussions going, otherwise opponents of climate action would prevail. He affirmed that the Committee would continue working toward progress in a battle no one could afford to lose. He concluded that the convictions and commitment of people mattered more than individual outcomes.
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