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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	Regarding point 1.6, 3.10 and 3.11: as announced in the 2025 Commission’s Work Programme, the Commission adopted, on 12 November 2025, the first-ever EU Strategy for Civil Society. The Strategy provides a framework for action at EU and Member State level, focusing on strengthening meaningful engagement with civil society organisations, and protecting them and supporting them in their day-to-day activities. The creation of the Civil Society Platform is one of the actions proposed under the Strategy. The objective of the Platform is to create a structure framework for dialogue between the Commission and civil society organisations and human rights defenders on EU values, fundamental rights, democracy and rule of law. In addition, the Platform would also increase transparency and accessibility of information on existing dialogues with CSOs on all policy areas. Following its adoption, the Commission is working on the implementation of the Strategy and the setup of the Platform. In this context, the Commission recognises the important role the Committee plays in representing a broad range of civil society interests.
The Commission is committed to ensuring alignment between its own engagement with civil society organisations, and the EESC’s, ensuring that consultation and participation mechanisms are complementary and do not duplicate each other.
The Commission stands ready to continue its dialogue and cooperation with the EESC on the set-up and functioning of the Platform, including on the EESC’s involvement. 
Regarding points 3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1 and 4.2: the EU Strategy for Civil Society sets out key principles to guide and further strengthen the Commission’s engagement with civil society organisations to ensure meaningful dialogue.
The EESC’s recommendations on the conditions and characteristics of civil dialogue provided a valuable reference point in this respect. The Commission also took note of the good examples at national level shared by the EESC.
Regarding point 3.9: the Commission agrees that civil society fulfils a crucial role in democracies in the EU. The EU Strategy for Civil Society thus links closely to the European Democracy Shield, which provides a strategic approach to safeguard, strengthen and promote democracy in the EU. Building on its 2023 Recommendation on ‘promoting the engagement and effective participation of citizens and civil society organisations in public policy-making processes’[footnoteRef:2], the Commission remains committed to supporting the engagement of civil society organisations and citizens across democratic processes. [2:  	Commission Recommendation (EU) 2023/2836 of 12 December 2023 on promoting the engagement and effective participation of citizens and civil society organisations in public policy-making processes.] 

Regarding point 3.12: Social partners and civil society organisations play crucial roles in European societies, providing important support and services to citizens, and making sure that policies reflect the realities and needs on the ground. However, social partners play a distinctive role and have dedicated mechanisms of engagement with the EU institutions, which should be recognised. The Council Recommendation for strengthening social dialogue in the EU[footnoteRef:3], adopted on 12 June 2023, on a proposal by the Commission, invites Member States to ensure that the specific role of representative employer organisations and trade unions is fully recognised and respected in social dialogue structures and processes, while recognising that dialogue which involves a broader set of stakeholders is a separate process. The EU Strategy for Civil Society does not duplicate or replace those mechanisms but rather seeks to engage with civil society organisations active in a wide range of fields, where relevant, taking inspiration from dialogue taking place with social partners. [3:  	Council Recommendation of 12 June 2023 on strengthening social dialogue in the European Union] 

Regarding points 5.2 and 5.4: The Commission stands ready to engage in dialogue with other EU institutions, to closely work together to strengthen respective engagements with civil society organisations, noting however the different mandates of each institution. As concerns the suggested actions to organise and strengthen civil dialogue within Commission services, the Commission takes note of these, and within the context of the implementation of the EU Strategy for Civil Society is open to exploring their feasibility.






