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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission thanks the Committee for its detailed own-initiative opinion, adopted unanimously (96 votes in favour, 1 abstention). The Commission shares the EESC's assessment, that robust and timely enforcement is fundamental to the integrity and success of the Single Market and welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Committee's specific recommendations.
1. On a Clear, Coordinated Approach to Enforcement
The Commission fully concurs with the EESC's call for a clear and coordinated approach and is already implementing such an approach based on three interconnected pillars: prevention, collaboration, and infringement procedures. This strategic framework allows for a tailored and proportionate response to ensure compliance with EU law. It is clear that the correct, effective and timely implementation of Single Market legislation relies on cooperation and partnership between the European Parliament, the Council, the Member States, as well as European stakeholders. Furthermore, as a direct response to the EESC's call for strong signals on strengthening enforcement, the Commission published the 2025 Annual Progress Report on Simplification, Implementation and Enforcement of the Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy[footnoteRef:2]. It provides a transparent account of the concrete actions undertaken to bolster the Single Market, demonstrating firm commitment.  [2:  	https://commission.europa.eu/publications/2025-annual-progress-report-simplification-implementation-and-enforcement-executive-vice-president-1_en.
] 

2. On Integrating Enforcement into the Legislative Process
The Commission strongly agrees that enforcement must be considered from the very beginning of the legislative lifecycle and fully supports the recommendation that EU legislators should be called upon to incorporate the enforcement dimension of EU law from the start, with concrete tools envisaged in the legal texts themselves. 
In this regard, the Commission notes that shortcomings in implementing EU policies and laws can seriously affect the effectiveness of these policies, and as a result EU prosperity and competitiveness. They can also undermine the EU’s ability to defend its values. As a result, people and businesses do not enjoy the full benefits of EU policies, and companies often face significant challenges in overcoming regulatory obstacles, Single Market fragmentation and administrative burdens. The Commission works closely with Member States to help them implement EU law and policies, using a wide array of tools ranging from meetings-based tools to technical and financial support, and including guidance, workshops, implementation strategies, trainings, etc.
In addition, as part of a better regulation agenda, the Commission has reinforced the Competitiveness check applicable in all impact assessments to better reflect the impacts of an initiative on key sectors and introduced a renewed small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) check, which is mandatory for initiatives highly relevant to small and medium-sized enterprises. These checks help ensure that legislation is implementable and avoids creating unnecessary burdens, which can lead to compliance issues. The Commission also shares the EESC's concern regarding "gold-plating" and will continue to work with co-legislators and Member States to limit this practice.
3. On Updating Communication and Reporting Priorities
The 2025 Annual Progress Report on Simplification, Implementation and Enforcement of the Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy answers the EESC’s call for updating the communication on enforcement of EU law. This report, and those that will follow, enhance transparency and provide a clear overview of the Commission’s enforcement priorities and actions. The report also details the Commission’s extensive simplification work, such as the various Omnibus packages and a new Single Market Strategy[footnoteRef:3], which focus on removing barriers in the Single Market in order to facilitate cross-border activities of economic operators, simplifying reporting obligations through the introduction of the forthcoming European Business Wallets, tailoring regulations for small mid-caps, transitioning to a data-based Single Market, and providing emergency solutions for market access, all while adhering to climate commitments, sustainability, and social responsibilities. Simplifying the rules is a crucial prerequisite for effective enforcement. In addition, the Commission has revamped its website with information on its enforcement policies where stakeholders can keep track of infringement procedures, ongoing structured dialogues with Member States, and the directive transposition deficit across EU policy fields[footnoteRef:4].  [3:  	https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/strategy_en.]  [4:  	https://ec.europa.eu/implementing-eu-law/home/en.] 

4. On More Efficient Infringement Procedures
The Commission acknowledges the EESC's call for more efficient infringement procedures with reduced duration, increased transparency, and better communication. It is the Commission’s priority to get breaches of EU law resolved as fast as possible. And in 95% of infringement procedures, Member States address those breaches before the case has to be taken to the Court of Justice. However, the process can sometimes be lengthy due to the necessary and often complex exchanges with Member States to find an appropriate solution to eliminate violations of EU law. At the same time, the Commission does not hesitate to progress with procedural steps in its infringement procedures, including referring Member States to the Court of Justice of the EU when necessary. In the first eleven months of 2025, the Commission took 36 decisions[footnoteRef:5] related to infringement proceedings in the Single Market area. It launched 12 new procedures and made three referrals to the Court of Justice of the European Union. Notably, 15 of these cases were based on complaints from citizens and businesses, demonstrating the Commission’s commitment to addressing their concerns[footnoteRef:6]. To further increase transparency of its enforcement actions, this Commission put in place a new Europa webpage[footnoteRef:7] on infringements, pre-infringement dialogues and transposition of directives, allowing for targeted searches and customised graphs per Member State, policy area and topic.  [5:  	https://ec.europa.eu/implementing-eu-law/search-infringement-decisions/?lang_code=en&langCode=EN&version=v1&typeOfSearch=byDecision&decisionDateFrom=01%2F01%2F2025&decisionDateTo=31%2F07%2F2025&dg=GROW&page=1&size=10&order=desc&sortColumns=decisionDate.]  [6:  	These figures only refer to the Single Market legislation under the responsibility of DG GROW.]  [7:  	https://ec.europa.eu/implementing-eu-law/home/en.] 

5. On Strengthening Enforcement Tools and National Resources
The Commission shares the EESC's view on the importance of collaborative tools. The Commission is committed to strengthening key networks like the Single Market Enforcement Task Force (SMET) and SOLVIT (an informal problem-solving network staffed by national civil servants). For instance, the Commission has recently created a dedicated repository for the SOLVIT network to better identify and follow up on systemic issues in the Single Market. The Single Market Strategy also called on Member States to name a high-level Single Market Sherpa in their Prime Minister’s or President’s office with authority towards all parts of the government. The Sherpa should promote application of Single Market rules and have an active role in preventing and addressing national regulatory and administrative Single Market barriers. The Sherpas should also cooperate with each other on accelerating the removal of barriers across the Single Market. 
6. A Shared Commitment to the Single Market
The Commission strongly agrees with the EESC's conclusion: a strong Single Market depends on prioritising enforcement. As the guardian of the Treaties, the Commission is resolute in its duty to ensure EU law is respected. Efficient, proactive, and fast enforcement is a call made by many stakeholders. To this effect, a new annual Single Market enforcement agenda will be presented by the Commission in early 2026. The Commission thanks the EESC for its valuable input and looks forward to continuing the work with all institutions and Member States to reduce barriers and ensure the Single Market delivers its full potential for all. 
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