



	Initiative for water resilience
(optional opinion)
COM(2025) 280 final
EESC-2024-00587 ‒ CCMI/223
599th Plenary Session – September 2025
Rapporteur: András EDELÉNYI (HU-I)
Co-rapporteur: Guido NELISSEN (BE-II)
DG ENV – Commissioner ROSWALL

	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission takes note of the Committee’s opinion in reaction to the European Water Resilience Strategy[footnoteRef:2] of June 2025 and welcomes that the EESC endorses the broad lines of the Strategy and acknowledges that the Strategy proposes policy responses to most of the different opinions the EESC has published on the topic of water so far. [2:  	COM(2025) 280 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0280 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Source-to-sea approach: The Commission welcomes the EESC’s endorsement of a ‘source-to-sea’ approach and the EESC’s support for the Ocean Pact[footnoteRef:3] and nature-based solutions. [3:  	COM(2025) 281 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0281 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS): The Commission takes note of the call by the EESC for an integrated approach to persistent substances like PFAS (bans, removal, alternatives, research). This is consistent with the approach outlined by the Commission in the recent European Chemicals Industry Action Plan[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  	COM(2025) 530 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0530).] 

On the role of strengthening public governance for the successful implementation of the Strategy: The Commission agrees with the EESC on the importance of strengthening water governance, including by ensuring more effective implementation and enforcement of the existing EU legislation, strengthening data management and monitoring of water resources, including through digitalisation, mainstreaming in all policy domains, and ensuring adequate financial resources. To this end the Commission will launch with each Member State Structured Dialogues aiming to accelerate and scale up implementation of the EU water aquis. The Commission takes note of the EESC’ views on integrating water in the next multiannual financial framework (MFF).
Water Efficiency and water reuse: The Commission welcomes the EESC’ support for the aspirational target of a 10% increase in water efficiency, and highlights that the Commission issued a Recommendation to Member States on Water Efficiency First: Guiding Principles[footnoteRef:5] to ensure progress towards achieving this target. The Strategy encourages Member States to set their own water efficiency targets at the most appropriate level and foresees the development by the Commission, in cooperation with the Member States, of a joint methodology for setting water efficiency targets. The Commission also welcomes the EESC support for circularity and enhanced water reuse. [5:  	ʻThrough Water Efficiency to Water Resilience: Every Drop Counts’ – Commission Recommendation on Water Efficiency First: guiding principles (https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2672f182-e2e5-11ef-be2a-01aa75ed71a1/language-en).] 

Guaranteed water access for agriculture and energy- and water- intensive industries: the Commission takes note of the EESC’s position on the need to provide special attention to “guaranteeing access to water for agriculture and disruption-sensitive energy- and water-intensive industries” and to invest in water efficiency in these sectors. The Commission stresses that water allocations across different users are not regulated at EU level and decisions in this domain are a matter of national competence.
The Commission Recommendation on Water Efficiency First underlines otherwise that Member States should ensure “transparent, secure, inclusive, fair and predictable mechanisms for water allocation, providing certainty on allocation priorities between categories of use in case of scarcity, while safeguarding vulnerable and marginalised groups’ access to affordable drinking water and water for sanitation”.
Pricing policies: The Commission agrees with the EESC on the central role of water pricing policies in support of long-term water security with pricing based on the cost-recovery principle while maintaining also affordability. In this respect, the Commission is committed to continue to work with Member States on the effective implementation of Article 9 of the Water Framework Directive[footnoteRef:6], in line with the recommendations made by the Commission to Member States based on its assessment of the 3rd River Basin Management Plans. [6:  	Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2000/60/oj).] 

On skills, the EESC referred to the emergence of a skills gap due to an ageing work force and a perceived lack of job attractiveness. The Commission agrees that the proposed European Water Academy should be organised in close connection with real conditions on the ground and be able to deliver added value on the basis of market needs. Both public authorities and the private sector are facing an ageing workforce and consequently a skills gap. The European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)’s[footnoteRef:7] Knowledge and Innovation Community EIT Water will contribute to close the skills gap in the (fresh) water, marine and maritime sectors and ecosystems. It will support and connect universities, research institutes and the private sector to boost innovation in the mentioned deep tech areas and beyond. [7:  	EIT (https://www.eit.europa.eu/).] 

The Union of Skills package, including through the support of the European Social Fund, can boost training for authorities, water management professionals, and communities. Skills in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) will be promoted through the STEM Education Strategic Plan[footnoteRef:8]. The 2030 Roadmap on the future of digital education and skills, planned for 2026, will guide EU action towards more inclusive, resilient and future-ready education systems in the age of artificial intelligence. The Commission will also enhance vocational training by increasing its support to the Platform of Vocational Excellence. [8:  	COM(2025) 89 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0089).] 

Security and Preparedness: The Commission welcomes the EESC’s focus on security and preparedness as key pillars of resilience. The EESC recognizes the intrinsic link between health and water, and stresses the importance of strengthening this nexus. Indeed, health and water are connected. An important additional element to be considered is the potential use of wastewater surveillance for health security and preparedness. The Commission has already significantly contributed to enhancing preparedness capacities that can be adapted to and informed by region-specific strategies in emergency contexts by analysing wastewaters.
In line with the recently adopted MCM Strategy[footnoteRef:9], the Commission will also continue to assist Member States in building their wastewater and environmental surveillance capacities and to operationalise an EU-level Wastewater Sentinel System, collecting data on pathogen circulation from strategic locations such as airports. Collaboration with relevant stakeholders, including civil society, is highly valued to expand these capacities, including through the framework of the Global Consortium for Wastewater and Environmental Surveillance for Public Health (GLOWACON). [9:  	COM(2025) 529 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0529).] 

On raising awareness, the Commission agrees with the EESC on the general importance of mobilising awareness. It is indeed key to promote at all levels a better understanding of freshwater as a vital resource, such as more recently at EU level through the #WATER WISE awareness raising campaign of 2024-25. On the idea to introduce water consumption labels, the Commission points to already ongoing initiatives as well as to private initiatives on water labels for bathroom appliances. Next to the well-established EU Ecolabel, the Ecodesign for Sustainable Product Regulation (ESPR) will help consumers reduce water consumption by ensuring that the products they purchase are less polluting and more water efficient. This should shift demand towards water-smart products, boosting the EU’s clean and circular competitiveness. New private initiatives are also emerging to promote water efficiency.






