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	European Commission position on points of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission thanks the Committee for its Exploratory Opinion on the Citizens Energy Package. The Package aims to increase citizens’ participation in the energy transition and strengthen the social dimension of the Energy Union.
As part of the EU's Affordable Energy Action Plan[footnoteRef:2], the Citizens Energy Package seeks to empower consumers, including to switch to cheaper energy suppliers, and to benefit from affordable renewable energy, while tackling energy poverty [2:  	COM(2025) 79 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0079).] 

The Commission expresses its appreciation for the EESC's Opinion, which welcomes the Citizens Energy Package initiative. The Commission agrees on the need to restore public trust in the energy system through inclusive governance and awareness-raising actions. Citizens should be well informed about their rights and able to make informed decisions about energy services. Clear information, easy-to-understand rules and intelligible bills are essential for citizens to save energy and thus cut their energy bills, or to participate in collective initiatives, such as energy communities or energy sharing.
The Commission notes the EESC’s call for acknowledging and promoting the strategic role of citizen energy communities in energy policy including through the removal of technical, financial, and administrative barriers hampering the development of energy communities. The Commission agrees on the importance of the swift implementation of the provisions on energy communities and energy sharing in all Member States, which is the precondition for enabling all citizens to benefit from entities that empower individuals, small businesses, and local authorities to collectively produce, manage, consume, and share their own energy. 
The Exploratory Opinion also rightly stresses the importance of local and regional authorities to link national energy policy and citizens’ needs and to set energy policies tailored to the specific local contexts.
Regarding energy disconnections, the Commission confirms that, although current EU legislation does not impose a complete energy disconnection ban, it does oblige Member States to protect vulnerable and energy poor households from disconnection of both electricity and gas. The Commission encourages Member States to share 
The Commission agrees that structural measures, such as the energy renovation of buildings, can lower energy bills , thereby contributing to housing affordability and the alleviation of energy poverty. The Commission is working closely with Member States to improve data collection on the energy performance of the EU building stock. New provisions in the recast Energy Performance of Buildings Directive[footnoteRef:3] establish national databases for the energy performance of buildings and strengthen the EU Building Stock Observatory. The Commission is also working closely with Member States on the finalisation of their Social Climate Plans, pursuant to the Social Climate Fund Regulation[footnoteRef:4], including on investments toward energy renovation of buildings. [3:  	Directive (EU) 2024/1275 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 April 2024 on the energy performance of buildings (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/1275/oj).]  [4:  	Regulation (EU) 2023/955 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 May 2023 establishing a Social Climate Fund and amending Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/955/oj).] 

Moreover, the Commission is working closely with Member States on the identification of vulnerable households and people in a situation of energy poverty pursuant to the Energy Efficiency Directive[footnoteRef:5] and the Social Climate Fund Regulation[footnoteRef:6] to support Member States in developing target policy measures and investments.  [5:  	Directive (EU) 2023/1791 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 September 2023 on energy efficiency and amending Regulation (EU) 2023/955 ( http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2023/1791/oj).]  [6:  	Regulation (EU) 2023/955 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 May 2023 establishing a Social Climate Fund and amending Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/955/oj).] 






