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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 10 - adoption of an opinion on the

The Island Dimension in European Cohesion, Competitiveness and Sustainable Development Policies
(exploratory opinion at the request of the Cyprus Presidency).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Economic and Monetary Union and Economic and Social Cohesion (president: Ms Elena Calistru). The rapporteur was Mr Ioannis Vardakastanis.

The rapporteur stressed that the European islands are often described as peripheral. In reality, they are front-line territories — and the European Union has not yet adjusted its policies to that fact.

Islands face persistent and well-known structural disadvantages: geographic isolation, high transport and energy costs, housing pressure, labour shortages, demographic decline and an over-dependence on seasonal tourism. Climate change is already amplifying these constraints — from coastal erosion and extreme weather to melting ice in northern regions. Yet despite these challenges, islands are of strategic importance for Europe.

The rapporteur asked for a systemic shift. In the context of the upcoming Communication from the European Commission on islands and coastal areas he said that we need a dedicated EU Islands Strategy — an Islands Pact — supported by a clear legislative framework, an Islands Act with insularity clause. This would ensure that islands’ specific needs are systematically integrated into cohesion, transport, energy, state aid, environmental and maritime policies — rather than treated as exceptions after the fact.

In the ensuing debate the following Members took the floor: Soler Matutes Jacinto, Elena Calistru and Serra Arias Ricardo. They all welcomed the opinion and stressed that this should be only the starting point and that concrete actions should be taken in order to have results for the islands. There is need for a flexible state aid regime but also measures for strengthening the rural and agricultural sector.

The opinion was put to the vote and was adopted by 240 votes to 1 with 5 abstentions.
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