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[bookmark: _Hlk219803474]The TEN Permanent Group on Energy (PG Energy) commences its operations in 2026 against the backdrop of mounting geopolitical uncertainty, an exacerbating climate crisis and rising energy prices for businesses and households. Since for the past three years, temperatures have surpassed 1.5oC above pre-industrial levels, the task of quickly decarbonising our energy system and achieving strategic autonomy from fossil fuels has to become an even greater priority this year. Decarbonisation and the energy transition towards clean and renewable energy production is not only an end in itself but also a means to lower energy prices for businesses and households, which in turn would have positive effects on the EU’s geopolitical standing, strategic autonomy and competitiveness and the fight against energy poverty. These efforts should also be incorporated into the European Commission’s update of the governance of the Energy Union and climate action and Energy Union package for the decade ahead.
While the national and EU levels play a crucial role in achieving this goal, we must not overlook the role of local and regional actors in this process. Only by giving cities and regions the opportunity they need to achieve our decarbonisation goals will we be successful. To best illustrate the vital role cities play in turning ambitious visions of a greener energy future into reality, the first meeting of the Permanent Group will explore the efforts of European cities to become energy-independent and climate-neutral. The discussions will focus on ramping up locally managed renewable energy production (traditionally solar, wind, geothermal and heat pumps), investing in alternative energies (including biofuels, hydrogen and waste2value) and future-proofing local energy infrastructures. These steps will ensure security of supply and lead to lower energy prices, more autonomy and sustainable energy production for households and businesses.
Building on the work of the opinion on the European Grids Package and in anticipation of the planned proposal on strengthening energy security, the permanent group will examine the topic of energy storage. Both the already presented Grids Package and the proposed action on energy security are clearly linked to the issue of energy storage. Without a massive increase in storage capacity, the EU will be unable to solve issues like volatile production, network stability or the decarbonisation of hard-to-electrify sectors. To better understand the roadblocks and the potential in this field, TEN PG Energy proposes to carry out a comprehensive analysis during the second group meeting in the second half of 2026. Stakeholders from science, business, civil society and the European Commission can provide valuable insights here.
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