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RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS

European Economic and Social Committee

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the Connecting Europe Facility for the period 2028-2034, amending Regulation (EU) 2024/1679 and repealing Regulation (EU) 2021/1153
(COM(2025) 547 final)
_____________

602nd plenary session

Brussels
21-22 January 2026
_____________

Meeting of 22 January 2026
_____________

Agenda item 22
_____________


The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 22 - adoption of an opinion on the

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the Connecting Europe Facility for the period 2028-2034, amending Regulation (EU) 2024/1679 and repealing Regulation (EU) 2021/1153
COM(2025) 547 final.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society (president: Mr NOWACKI). The rapporteur was Mr SZYMANSKI and the co-rapporteur Mr ARDVISSON. The section adopted its opinion on 12 December 2025 by 79 votes and one abstention.

The rapporteur, Mr. SZYMANSKI, presented the key points of the opinion on the Connecting Europe Facility, describing it as a crucial instrument for linking European states through transport networks and energy grids. He drew particular attention to the opinion’s recommendations, foremost among them the size of the budget and the request to increase funding from EUR 85 billion to EUR 100 billion, in view of Europe’s transformation challenges, the need to complete the single market, and the requirement to ensure transport security, including for military mobility. He also stressed the importance of establishing clear expenditure criteria in order to create a level playing field for all participants in tenders, noting that differences in administrative burdens currently prevent fair competition between states and organisations. The rapporteur further highlighted the strategic importance of EU member states on the eastern border, given the threats posed by Belarus and Russia, and underlined the need to protect critical infrastructure in those regions.

The co-rapporteur, Mr ARVIDSON, agreed that additional funding is necessary to enhance competitiveness, expand the single market, and strengthen resilience, pointing out that investment gaps across member states remain significant. He emphasised the need to accelerate allocation procedures and implementation timelines, as well as to simplify the regulatory framework and control mechanisms. Particular attention was also given to the protection and security of critical energy infrastructure and to the importance of dual-use infrastructure. 

In the discussion, Mr FORNEA added that infrastructure needs should be addressed not only in the eastern regions, currently most exposed to threats, but also in the north and south of the EU, as well as in North Africa. The rapporteur agreed, noting that cooperation with North Africa is already important in terms of energy supply, while underlining the current order of priorities.

The opinion was adopted by 163 votes and 1 abstention.
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