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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s exploratory opinion on the Pact for the Mediterranean[footnoteRef:1] and commends the Committee for its timely and valuable contribution. The Pact for the Mediterranean is a strategic priority of the Commission, representing a renewed and ambitious effort to deepen cooperation with the EU’s southern Mediterranean partners and transform the region into a shared space of stability, prosperity, and security. It presents a practical framework of cooperation to strengthen this essential relationship, enshrined in principles of co-ownership, flexibility, and joint responsibility. [1:  	The Pact for the Mediterranean (https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/pact-mediterranean_en).] 

The Pact builds on the 2021 Agenda for the Mediterranean[footnoteRef:2] and complements existing initiatives, including the Economic and Investment Plan, the Association Agreements, Partnership Priorities, Strategic and Comprehensive Partnerships, and other regional cooperation frameworks, as well as Member States’ national strategies. Among the critical components, the Pact foresees a two-level governance and monitoring system to guide its implementation, ensuring effective oversight without creating redundant structures. At the EU level, the EESC will be kept informed as the implementation process progresses. Meanwhile, Euro-Mediterranean level mechanisms will involve also partner countries at appropriate levels, ensuring active participation from all relevant stakeholders. [2:  	JOIN(2021) 2 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52021JC0002).] 

Initiatives under the three pillars of the Pact address many of the challenges and opportunities highlighted in the EESC opinion, including labour migration, trade, investments, environmental protection, sustainable water managements and entrepreneurship. For example, scaling up national and thematic investment platforms and unlocking the growth and job creation potential of startups, micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) remain important priorities for the EU and southern Mediterranean partners. The Pact also proposes to step up efforts on evidence-based policymaking and knowledge sharing. By leveraging data from EU space systems and available resources, the Pact seeks to foster public sector innovation and help guide decisions across several sectors of cooperation, further advancing the region's economic development.
The Pact also prioritises strengthening cooperation in areas such as higher education, Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET), civic service, and culture. In the latter area, the Commission has foreseen a dedicated mechanism to protect and promote Mediterranean cultural heritage, pooling public and private resources for its preservation and promotion. Furthermore, green transition is an integral focus of the Pact, particularly under the second pillar on economic development. The Commission is committed to supporting a sustainable transformation by aligning initiatives with EU financial instruments, such as NDICI-Global Europe[footnoteRef:3] and Global Gateway[footnoteRef:4] priorities, while leveraging funding from EU Member States, International Financial Institutions, and the private sector. Pooling resources, particularly from the private sector, is critical to achieving the Pact's ambitious goals, with the European Fund for Sustainable Development Plus (EFSD+) playing a key role in facilitating the investments necessary for this transition. [3:  	PE 41 (2021) INIT (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/947/oj).]  [4:   	JOIN(2021)30 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52021JC0030).] 

The Pact recognizes the significant impact of climate change, pollution and biodiversity loss in the Mediterranean region and welcomes the support of the EESC for further cooperation in these sectors, including through enhanced stakeholder participation.
Through the Pact, the Commission reaffirms the EU’s core commitment to human rights, good governance and fundamental freedom, as well as gender equality and non-discrimination. The empowerment of women, youth, and civil society is explicitly recognised as a priority in the Pact, with a dedicated section in its first pillar highlighting these crucial objectives.
The Commission notes the EESC’s recommendation that the monitoring and evaluation of the Pact should remain participatory, involving civil society (including Palestinian civil society), social partners, and youth representatives. The Pact foresees that regular dialogues will be organised with civil society organisations, including academia, researchers, social, cultural, and economic actors, as well as the business community. These dialogues will be central to ensuring transparency, feedback, and shared ownership of the initiatives. Additionally, the proposed initiatives will be transposed into a dedicated action plan, with implementation assessed jointly with southern Mediterranean partners. The Commission is committed to keeping the EESC duly informed throughout the process.
Furthermore, the Pact aims to accelerate digital connectivity in the region, with a strong focus on the rollout of secure and trusted networks. These efforts will be complemented by a clear emphasis on upskilling, ensuring that professionals in the region acquire the necessary skills and job opportunities to access decent employment in their respective countries. This dual approach—expanding infrastructure while developing human capital—will provide the foundation for sustainable economic growth and the creation of new opportunities.
The Euro-Mediterranean Youth Assembly, once established, will offer vital guidance for the continued development and implementation of the Pact’s initiatives. This participatory platform will be instrumental in shaping the Pact's direction and ensuring that the perspectives of young people are at the forefront of the region’s future.
Importantly, the Mediterranean University initiative will support joint higher education programs, involving universities from both EU Member States and southern Mediterranean partners. Universities will be chosen based on academic expertise, experience, financial capacity, and commitment to sustaining international joint programs and accreditation. This initiative will be supported by enhanced Erasmus+ and Marie Skłodowska-Curie mobility schemes and the gradual creation of a Mediterranean University as a long-term institutional framework.
Finally, all relevant EU financial instruments will be mobilised to support the implementation of the Pact, which is aligned with the priorities of NDICI-Global Europe, the Global Gateway and the future Global Europe. The Pact also aims to mobilise contributions from EU Member States and southern Mediterranean partners, as well as EU Member States’ financial institutions, international financial institutions (IFIs) and private sector funding will be used, with a view to creating opportunities for people and businesses.
This approach will facilitate the realisation of the Pact's ambitious objectives, without pre-judging the structure or scope of the next multiannual financial framework (MFF).



