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RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS

European Economic and Social Committee

a)	Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing Horizon Europe, the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, for the period 2028-2034 laying down its rules for participation and dissemination, and repealing Regulation (EU) 2021/695
(COM(2025) 543 final – 2025/0543 (COD))
and 
a) Proposal for a Council Decision on establishing the Specific Programme implementing Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation for the period 2028-2034, laying down the rules for participation and dissemination under that Programme, and repealing Decision (EU) 2021/764
COM(2025) 544 final – 2025/0544 (CNS)

_____________

602nd plenary session

Brussels
21-22 January 2026
_____________

Meeting of 22 January 2026
_____________

Agenda item 20
_____________

The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 20 - adoption of an opinion on the

a)	Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing Horizon Europe, the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, for the period 2028-2034 laying down its rules for participation and dissemination, and repealing Regulation (EU) 2021/695
(COM(2025) 543 final – 2025/0543 (COD));

b)	Proposal for a Council Decision on establishing the Specific Programme implementing Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation for the period 2028-2034, laying down the rules for participation and dissemination under that Programme, and repealing Decision (EU) 2021/764
COM(2025) 544 final – 2025/0544 (CNS).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption (president: Ms PROUZET). The rapporteur was Mr LEFÈVRE

The rapporteur presented the opinion on Horizon Europe, mentioning also that in the times of current dire competition and geo-political context research and innovation is very important. No member took the floor.

The Assembly then examined the opinion on the basis of the amendments tabled by Mr LEFÈVRE (EESC-2025-02750-01-01-AMP-TRA-EN).

1) Point 1.11 (amendment 1)

Amend as follows: 

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	considers that the intention of ‘Making the Moon accessible to Europeans’, as provided for in the proposed regulation, through ambitious ‘moonshots’ projects with a strong scientific component, boosting EU-wide value creation and strategic autonomy, must also be spelt out, if only in subsequent implementing acts;
	calls for the intention of ‘Making the Moon accessible to Europeans’, as envisaged in the preamble to the proposed regulation, through ambitious ‘moonshots’ projects with a strong scientific component, boosting EU-wide value creation and strategic autonomy, to also be incorporated into and spelt out in the regulation, if only in subsequent implementing acts;



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

The opinion was adopted by 178 votes, with two abstentions.
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