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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission acknowledges the comprehensive opinion provided by the Committee on the Industrial Action Plan for the European automotive sector.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  	COM(2025) 95 final (eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=celex:52025DC0095).] 

Building on the Competitiveness Compass[footnoteRef:3] and the Clean Industrial Deal[footnoteRef:4], the Automotive Action Plan sets out concrete measures to ensure the competitiveness of the automotive industry, addressing the issues of digitalisation, clean mobility, workforce transition and competitiveness, as highlighted in the opinion. The Commission fully recognises the challenges ahead in the transition towards zero-emission mobility and remains committed to ensuring a fair and competitive transition of this strategically important sector and welcomes the contributions made by the EESC to this initiative.  [3:  	COM/2025/30 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025DC0030).]  [4:  	COM/2025/85 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0085).] 

Digitalisation: the road to the next automotive paradigm
As underlined by the Automotive Action Plan, the Commission agrees on the importance of using the digital transformation to regain competitiveness by reinforcing the shift towards software-defined, AI powered, connected and automated vehicles. 
The European Union, Member States, industry and road operators must regain technology leadership and accelerate setting up the European testing infrastructure for connected and autonomous driving. To create favourable market conditions for connected and automated vehicles, the Commission is working on creating a Single Market for autonomous driving through an appropriate and harmonised regulatory framework for the type-approval of automated vehicles, large-scale cross-border testbeds, and guidelines for testing on public roads as well as digital infrastructure for intelligent transport systems. 
The European Connected and Autonomous Vehicle Alliance (ECAVA) was launched in August 2025 to provide strategic guidance and facilitate EU-driven collaborations in Software-Defined Vehicles (SDVs), hardware computing architectures and automotive electronics, AI models, and the development, piloting and testing of autonomous driving. With a mid-term focus, ECAVA would also provide strategic guidance for the Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) for the next MFF (2028-2034). 
The EU, Member States and industry through the Chips Joint Undertaking are investing in 2025-2027 around EUR 500 million (25% EU, 25% Member States, 50% industry), to develop a European computing and software car stack for future autonomous vehicles. This investment includes support for the development of advanced Automotive AI processors for autonomous and digital vehicles. Further, through 2025-2026, at least 15 AI Factories are expected to be operational, with some focusing on training of models for the automotive sector. 
The Commission draws attention to the important role of Member States in updating their regulatory frameworks to facilitate the deployment of connected and automated vehicles on public roads. 
The rise of clean mobility
The Commission agrees with the EESC on the importance of transitioning towards clean mobility and is currently working on several initiatives to boost the demand for zero-emission vehicles. To better coordinate incentive schemes across Member States, the Commission is working on a Recommendation on fiscal and non-fiscal demand side incentives, which is to be expected in 2026. Furthermore, as highlighted by the EESC, to ensure a just transition for households in need, the Commission will provide support to measures and investments to promote sustainable mobility and address transport poverty through the Social Climate Fund, which will be available from 2026 until 2032. It already published its Recommendation on transport poverty[footnoteRef:5] in May 2025 in order to support Member States in their endeavours within their Social Climate Plans. The Commission is also preparing a legislative proposal to decarbonise corporate fleets. Moreover, to ensure access to affordable, Europe-made electric cars for all Europeans, the Commission proposed to work with industry on a new Small Affordable Cars initiative.  [5:  	Commission Recommendation (EU) 2025/1021 (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202501021).] 

Furthermore, the Commission agrees with the EESC on the importance of charging infrastructure for the uptake of zero-emission vehicles. The Commission is coordinating work with Member States to establish Clean Transport Corridors for the fast-charging infrastructure for electric trucks. 
Moreover, the Commission is accelerating work on the preparation of the review of the CO2 standards for cars and vans, taking into account all relevant technological developments, and the importance of an economically viable and socially fair transition towards zero-emission mobility. 
Addressing the workforce transition 
The Commission is well aware that employment in the traditional automotive sector is likely to fall in the coming years as raised by the EESC and acknowledges the importance of anticipating and managing the change in order to ensure a fair transition. As noted by the Committee in 5.4, initiatives such as the Union of Skills, the Automotive Skills Alliance, the European Fair Transition Observatory are already underway, The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) supports Member States in managing the social and employment impact of the transition. Upon proposal by the Commission, the co-legislators decided to further use the opportunity of the midterm review of cohesion programmes, including the ESF+, to introduce new priorities that stem from the current geopolitical and economic challenges. Among others, the Commission prepared legal amendments to the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund Regulation. 
Moreover, the Commission welcomes the EESC’s suggestion to establish a meaningful social dialogue to address the challenges of the transformation, also underlined by the upcoming Quality Jobs Roadmap, expected by the end of 2025 after consultation with social partners. The Commission promotes the role of social dialogue and of the social partners, in line with the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU and with due respect to national competences and the autonomy of social partners. Recent commitments, such as the signature of the 2025 Pact for European Social Dialogue reaffirmed the importance of social dialogue as part of the EU social and economic model. The Council Recommendation on strengthening social dialogue in the EU adopted in 2023[footnoteRef:6], advised Member States to ensure an enabling environment for bipartite and tripartite social dialogue, including collective bargaining, in the public and private sectors. The Recommendation calls on Member States to support national social partners to explore new activities fit for the future of work, the green and demographic transitions and new labour market conditions. The Commission supports the Employment Committee in monitoring the implementation of the Council Recommendation.  [6:  	Council Recommendation of 12 June 2023 on strengthening social dialogue in the European Union (http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/1389/oj).] 

The Commission draws attention to the important role of Member States and regions for implementing reskilling and upskilling measures, including with support from EU funds, and also for offering targeted support measures for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the transformation process. 
Competitiveness 
As noted by the EESC, the European automotive ecosystem is exposed to global supply risks and dependencies on third countries for batteries and critical raw materials. The automotive industry is affected by geopolitical tensions, unfair competition and increased tariffs. With the upcoming Industrial Accelerator Act, the Commission will propose Made in Europe and sustainability criteria to foster a European supply chain for the energy intensive industries, as well as for strategic and clean tech products in line with international commitments, including in the automotive industry. The Commission will also launch the Battery Booster to support the EU battery industry and boost production in Europe. Moreover, the Commission is committed to enhancing market access and trade diversification by further pursuing negotiations of Free Trade Agreements and mutually beneficial international partnerships to diversify supply chains. In addition, the Commission will engage with Member States and industry on the approach applied to preferential rules of origin and remains committed to making use of Trade Defence Instruments and the Foreign Subsidies Regulations, if necessary, to address unfair practices. The Commission is also exploring conditionalities for foreign direct investment to ensure their value-adding nature and integration with existing EU value chains. Furthermore, the Commission agrees on the need for regulatory simplification.
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