NAT Work Programme
2025 -2028

I. Context

As we enter the final phase of implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the world
is grappling with increasing disruption and complexity. The convergence of the triple planetary
crises — climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution — and the consequent water crisis (water
scarcity, extreme drought and flooding) with multiple social and economic challenges is creating
systemic risks to people, the planet and prosperity. At the same time, a drastically changing
geopolitical order, marked by rising nationalism and authoritarianism, is placing unprecedented strain
on democracy and multilateral cooperation (see the EESC resolution adopted in September 2025).

According to the Europe’s Environment 2025 report from the EEA (European Environment

Agency), Europe is warming at twice the global average. Climate change-driven extreme weather
events are already affecting lives across the continent. Biodiversity continues to decline, with over
80% of protected habitats in poor or bad condition and 60 —70% of soils degraded. The potential of a
circular economy remains largely untapped, while emerging technologies — particularly artificial
intelligence — bring both challenges and opportunities.

Geopolitical tensions, climate impacts, social inequalities and environmental degradation are placing
particular pressure on the EU’s farming, fisheries and food sectors. These strategic sectors not only
ensure safe, high-quality food for 450 million Europeans, but also play a vital role in the economy
(value production and jobs), global food security, energy and textile production, and in maintaining
vibrant rural communities. However, the economic situation in these sectors has deteriorated
significantly in recent years and many operators find themselves in an untenable financial situation
(unprofitable prices, costs exceeding revenues, loss of access to financing, difficult-to-sell stocks, and
growing health problems in livestock farming in particular). Urgent action is needed to reverse
negative trends, secure production, support generational renewal, promote food sovereignty and
open strategic autonomy, foster long-term competitiveness and economic viability of the sector,
and ensure fair and decent incomes for farmers, fishers and workers, who continue to earn below
the EU average. It’s only by getting the support and financial capacity to enhance sustainable practices
supporting the environmental, biodiversity and climate objectives, that food producers will manage to
speed up the virtuous circle of (re)generation. At the same time, EU rural areas, home to 30% of the
EU’s population, face social and economic challenges, including depopulation and a sense of being
‘left behind’ by society and policy-makers, while nevertheless being at the forefront of sustainable
development (with renewable energies, sustainable local food systems, sustainable agri-rural tourism
and agriculture's, agroforestry’s and forestry’s role as carbon sinks and source of regeneration for
biodiversity and climate adaptation).

In this context, civil society’s voices and meaningful participation in decision-making are more
important than ever, especially for young people. Their involvement ensures that grassroots concerns
are heard and that policies are co-created with those most affected and include a long-term
perspective.
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https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/documents/resolution/defending-eus-values-and-strengthening-its-future-new-geopolitical-order
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/europe-environment-2025/main-report

Building on the foundations laid down in recent years (see NAT’s 2023-2025 end of term-of-office

report), the NAT section will continue shaping policies that promote sustainable, competitive and
equitable food systems, while providing support for rural areas to thrive and addressing the triple
planetary crisis at the same time. It will also advocate measures for systemic change, the just
transition and the wellbeing economy needed to implement the Sustainable Development Goals, the
climate neutrality objectives enshrined in the European Green Deal, and to uphold international
climate and biodiversity commitments. The NAT section remains committed to fostering constructive,
solution-oriented dialogue among diverse stakeholders.

II.  Overarching and transversal priorities
Overarching priority:

Living in peace with nature — evidence-based, pragmatic and inclusive actions for sustainability,
prosperity and resilience through dialogue across civil society

This overarching priority will cut across NAT’s various thematic priorities, which are all
interconnected.

In particular, the following transversal priorities will also be mainstreamed across NAT work

. Sustainability (economic, social and environmental) Well-being economy
. Just transition, fairness, intergenerational justice

. Climate adaptation and mitigation

. Circularity and nature-based solutions

. Rural proofing.

The priorities of NAT are closely aligned with those of the EESC President’s Work Programme, Civil
Society at the Heart of Furope — Delivering together a Union of Opportunities, Security and
Resilience'.

III. Working methods

. Promoting civil society’s structured involvement in designing, implementing and monitoring
the various policies is essential. NAT will continue to uphold and further develop proposals and
initiatives to foster a more participatory approach, by consolidating existing initiatives (such as
ECESP (European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform) and the Rural Pact) and promoting
new ones (such as food dialogues and a space for stakeholders’ involvement in SDG
(Sustainable Development goal) implementation. Underrepresented groups will also be more
involved.

. Promoting meaningful and structured youth participation in the EU policy-making process.
For some years now, the EESC has been working on how to better integrate the views of young
people in its work, and in the EU decision-making process, in a structured and meaningful way.
The NAT section has been pioneering these efforts and will remain committed to amplifying the

Civil Society at the heart of Europe.

EESC-2025-03530-00-01-TCD-TRA (EN) 2/12


https://www.eesc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/nat_end_of_mandate_report_en.pdf
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/nat_end_of_mandate_report_en.pdf
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/president/priorities/work-programme

Iv.

voices of young people and youth organisations on climate and sustainability, through the EESC
Youth Test, the EESC Youth Delegate to COP programme and the Youth Climate and
Sustainability Round Tables.

Applying rural proofing and promeoting it in the Committee’s work: NAT will enhance its
working methods towards taking rural needs into consideration in its work and beyond.
Applying a foresight approach in NAT opinions and various initiatives to ensure that our
recommendations will be beneficial in the long term and contribute to building open strategic
autonomy and sustainability in the EU, especially for sustainable food systems.

Ensuring close cooperation with other EESC sections/bodies and at multilateral level in all
NAT-related policy areas. Only by breaking silos, working together and considering the
geopolitical context can we find systemic solutions to the complex challenges ahead of us.
Strengthening follow-up to opinions and communication through strategic approaches for
greater impact. Communication tools, such as the NAT monthly newsletter and social media
channels will help give visibility to NAT opinions, key messages and members’ activities.
Fostering a team spirit between NAT members and the NAT secretariat in their different
roles, through co-creation and co-design.

‘Walking the talk’ — leading by example on sustainable and inclusive working methods
through continued cooperation with EMAS (plastics-free working methods, food waste
reduction, food donation, soft mobility, sustainable sourcing, climate-neutrality, etc.),
optimising the use of digital tools and making events more inclusive (gender balance, youth
participation, going beyond the ‘Brussels bubble’ by including representatives from local and
rural communities).

Policy priorities

Addressing the triple planetary crisis

In order to address the triple planetary crisis, holistic and cross-sectoral approaches are essential to

break down policy silos and ensure coherent action. Nature-based solutions will receive increased

attention during this term of office, as they offer an integrated approach that combines environmental

protection, biodiversity restoration, climate adaptation and mitigation, sustainable and efficient use of

resources (including water), and social well-being, thereby enhancing resilience and promoting

sustainability.

1.1

Climate change

1 CLIMATE 17 PARTNERSHIPS
ACTION FORTHE GOALS

©Q &P

In 2024, global temperatures reached record highs, surpassing the 1.5°C warming threshold for

the first time. Climate change remains one of the most pressing challenges of our time, with far-
reaching impacts on ecosystems, economies and societies across Europe — the fastest-warming
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continent — and beyond. NAT will step up its efforts to support the achievement of the EU’s
climate neutrality targets by 2050.

. The EU finds itself in a challenging geopolitical context that hinders climate ambition: the
United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, the EU’s delay in submitting its
Nationally Determined Contributions, and internal struggles regarding agreement on an
ambitious 2040 target are all examples of this. In this context, NAT aims to contribute
constructively to upholding and implementing the EU’s climate policy priorities on mitigation
and adaptation, while ensuring a just transition. It will adopt a science-based approach to
climate action and resilience, and special attention will be given to combating climate mis-
and disinformation. It will continue to explore ways to promote a just transition policy
framework and look into the functioning of the Social Climate Fund and into the
implementation of the CAP social conditionality.

. On climate mitigation, NAT will continue to promote policies that facilitate the
competitiveness of European industries, ensuring a just transition for all, including the
support of zero carbon technologies in a cost-effective manner. As such, the final approach to
the National Determined Contributions for 2035 and the approval and implementation of the EU
Climate Law Amendment’s intra-EU domestic GHG (greenhouse gas) reduction target will be a
priority. In the next phase of ‘Fit-for-55’ implementation, the ETS (Emissions Trading System)
review and CBAM (Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism) reform will address updates to
carbon pricing intended to support climate policies and maintain competitiveness.

. Regarding climate adaptation, the NAT section will contribute to the upcoming European
integrated framework for climate resilience (strategy and regulation) by offering a
stakeholder-inclusive approach for designing and implementing climate resilience,
ensuring consistency with the Water Resilience Strategy as well as mainstreaming climate
change adaptation planning in all relevant EU policies, strategies and measures.

. The section will also continue to actively participate in international frameworks such as the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), through the
established Permanent Group on the COP, the continuation of the Youth Delegate to COP
programme, and in close collaboration with EU institutions and civil society organisations.
Towards COP31 and future COPs, the EESC will continue calling for ambitious climate action
and concrete pathways for achieving decarbonisation in a just and equitable way, building on its
previous work on climate mitigation and the phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies. We will also
reflect upon and try to influence the ongoing debate on climate governance reform, including
reforming the UNFCCC decision-making process and strengthening civil society participation

. Acknowledging the intersections of climate and security, especially in the context of the current
water crisis, NAT will focus on addressing how climate and water risks and security interrelate,
from civil society, social, economic and institutional angles, by framing climate change and
water security as core EU/resilience priorities. In this context, climate policy and diplomacy
will become an important tool in peacebuilding efforts and risk management strategies.

EESC-2025-03530-00-01-TCD-TRA (EN) 4/12



1.2  Biodiversity loss
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. The biodiversity loss crisis showcases how urgent it is to rethink our relationship with nature

and to protect and — where necessary — restore the natural ecosystems on which human beings
and the majority of their economic activities depend, including agriculture and fisheries. It is
estimated that more than 50% of global GDP is dependent on nature, and some 40% of jobs
globally directly depend on healthy ecosystems. In this context, NAT will continue to engage in
discussions at international level (UN Convention on Biological Diversity), support
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), and
contribute to the ambitious path to securing the global vision of living in harmony with nature
by 2050.

. The section will also continue to promote the breaking down of silos by integrating holistic and
inclusive approaches into our work, such as the One Health approach, nature-based solutions
and circularity principles, thereby fostering consistency and synergies across sectors and
policy areas.

. Similarly, NAT will step up its efforts to promote biodiversity, environment and climate actions
on the ground as well as the implementation of pragmatic measures at local and regional level
towards nature protection and restoration. It will thus strengthen the link between biodiversity,
sustainable rural-urban development and territorial cohesion and work towards building a
positive narrative.

. To drive nature-positive solutions, NAT will continue to monitor developments in sustainable
finance and explore the mobilisation of private financial resources with a particular focus on
nature credits, which is a priority for the European Commission (EC or ‘the Commission’)
during this term of office, and especially in the context of sustainable food systems.

1.3 Environmental pollution
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. The EEA’s Europe’s Environment 2025 report will inform the NAT strategic direction on

environmental protection. Building on the report’s findings, the section will support a holistic,
coherent implementation of environmental policies, while addressing the remaining gaps in
European legislation.

° NAT will continue to integrate environmental protection across all EU policy areas, with a
focus on air, water and soil. In particular, the fate of chemical substances will be a priority in
the next mandate, aiming to safeguard public health and the environment — with special
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attention paid to vulnerable population groups — while ensuring economic resilience, in line with
the One Health approach and the European Chemicals Industry Action Plan. New Commission
initiatives will tackle PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) and other hazardous
substances, as well as the revision of REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and
Restriction of Chemicals) legislation. NAT will respond to these initiatives, promoting a
sustainable, fair and responsible approach across the entire chemical value chain and fostering
greater consistency between the Union’s internal and external trade policies and practices.
NAT will also address the challenges and risks associated with chemicals in the circular
economy, exploring solutions that balance circularity with chemical safety.

. On soil, NAT will continue to participate in the work of the Commission’s dedicated Expert
Group, look into the possibility to engage more on the missions within Horizon Europe, and
continue to promote soil health regenerative practices.

. On plant protection products (PPPs), NAT will continue to support implementation of the
sustainable use of PPPs (integrated pest management practices, low-risk pesticides, bio-control
agents etc) and promote the development, fast approval and diffusion of environmentally-
friendly alternatives.

. NAT will follow global developments and align with the United Nations Environment
Assembly (UNEA) agenda in order to contribute to international discussions, for example
exploring the environmental implications of, and opportunities generated by, artificial
intelligence (AI), especially in relation to water and energy use.

. Noise and light pollution is also an area of growing concern. NAT will highlight its adverse
effects on public health, well-being and biodiversity and will work to support stronger
implementation of EU legislation and nature-based solutions, promoting the exchange of best
practice in urban and rural planning.

. NAT will build on the work of recent years to further develop a rights-based approach for
people and nature, in line with the Environmental Crime Directive.

2. Accelerating implementation of the SDGs

My,
[
40

. Building on the work of the previous term of office, accelerating implementation of the SDGs

4

remains a central priority for the NAT section. In a world shaped by geopolitical tensions,
overlapping crises and persistent inequalities, progress on the 2030 Agenda has slowed
dramatically, with only around 15-17% of targets currently on track. NAT has on several
occasions underlined the urgent need to renew political will and accelerate collective action.
The section will continue to promote the SDGs as the EU’s shared roadmap for peace, inclusion
and sustainability, ensuring they remain firmly anchored in policy-making and implementation.
. NAT will continue advocating an overarching EU SDG strategy to drive implementation of
the SDGs and secure stronger policy coherence across all areas of the European Green Deal and
beyond. The goal is to embed the SDGs across EU policies and align the next Multiannual
Financial Framework (MFF) with the 2030 Agenda. Working in close cooperation with other
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EESC sections, NAT will seek to ensure that social, economic and environmental objectives
reinforce one another, advancing a just transition and a well-being economy within planetary
boundaries.

. As part of its ongoing efforts and in collaboration with the ECO section, NAT will press for the
integration of the SDGs into the European Semester and the future evolution of the
European Green Deal, so that economic governance fully supports social justice, sustainability
and long-term prosperity.

. NAT will continue its strong engagement in international fora such as the UN High-Level
Political Forum (HLPF) and related global processes, advocating renewed EU leadership on
sustainable development. Partnerships with key networks — including the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Network (SDSN), the European Sustainable Development Network
(ESDN), the European Environment and Sustainable Development Advisory Councils Network
(EEAC Network) and civil society organisations — will be further deepened to exchange best
practice and enhance policy coherence across levels of governance.

. NAT will also foster structured and inclusive dialogue with EU civil society and youth,
supporting a stronger role for local and regional players in monitoring and accelerating SDG
progress. The EESC can play a leading role as a convening space for such dialogue, helping to
translate global goals into concrete regional and local action. NAT and the EESC remain ready
to contribute to the next EU Voluntary Review and will urge the European Commission to
maintain and strengthen this exercise as a key element of EU accountability and leadership on
the SDGs. NAT will also continue to organise Youth Climate and Sustainability Roundtables
to ensure meaningful youth participation on sustainability-related topics.

. Looking ahead, NAT will help shape the post-2030 sustainable development vision, in line
with international discussions, ensuring that Europe’s long-term transition towards a sustainable
and equitable economy remains ambitious, coherent and firmly anchored in the principles of the
2030 Agenda.

3. Fostering a comprehensive food policy — towards a more sustainable Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) and Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)

1 IF.!IIIE:II.EUW WATER 15 H;EIANI]

. Building on the work of the previous term of office, NAT will foster productive, competitive,
sustainable, resilient, regenerative and fairer food systems in all EU territories, also in line
with the European Commission’s Vision for Agriculture and Food. Stepping up sustainable
water management measures and regenerative forms of agriculture sustaining healthy soils will
be key in this context. NAT will further continue to advocate a comprehensive food policy that
ensures fair supply chains, decent labour and life conditions (including mental health),
sustainable food production and processing, healthy diets, fair prices, the right to food, and
stronger bargaining power for the most vulnerable actors in the food chain. It will also
emphasise the importance of ensuring food sovereignty and strengthening food security and
strategic autonomy by reducing dependence on imports.
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In this context, NAT will work on the new CAP 2028-2034 to provide a stable and well-
financed long-term policy framework anchored in the new Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF), geared to sustainable food production and open strategic autonomy for the European
Union, while protecting the diversity of types of farming in the EU and responding to societal
and ecological needs, alongside ensuring rural development.

Generational renewal and attractiveness of the agri-food sector will be at the core of NAT’s
work. NAT will engage with civil society players to analyse and promote measures from the
European Commission’s Generational Renewal Strategy and will continue to support young,
woman and new entrants, in addition to current farmers, particularly through access to land and
investment, skills development and an attractive rural infrastructure, as well as all food chain
workers and players working towards sustainable food systems. The UN International Year of
the Woman Farmer in 2026 will be an opportunity for NAT to spotlight the essential roles
women play across food systems.

NAT will emphasise that orderly labour relations are in everyone’s interest, as the world of
work, clear rules, fair treatment, and cooperation bring benefits to all parties involved —
employers, employees, and society as a whole. Therefore, social conditionality and collective
agreements where wages and working conditions are agreed between the labour market parties
must be reinforced and implemented rigorously and with the adequate control/inspection
mechanisms to ensure decent working conditions for all. NAT will further promote workers'
vocational training and skills development.

Other fields of work will include the revision of the Unfair Trading Practices (UTP)
Directive, an EU Protein Supply Strategy (building on our previous call for a European
Protein Strategy — a priority now acknowledged in the afore-mentioned Vision), the long-term
strategy on livestock breeding, the promotion of renewable energies and decarbonisation of
the agri-food sector, the EU agricultural carbon policy, the prevention of zoonoses and AMR
(antimicrobial resistance) in a One Health approach, social farming, transparency and
traceability all along the market chain, food labelling, and the financialisation of the food
sector that is driving food price speculation.

NAT will also pursue a stronger alignment of EU production standards with import standards, in
line with NAT’s priorities on true reciprocity of standards in trade agreements.

The Food Dialogues, as announced in the Vision, will continue to be one of NAT’s priorities,
as anchored in the EESC’s previous calls for a European Food Policy Council. NAT will be
ready to provide a “convening space” for such dialogues, and to closely collaborate with the
Committee of the Regions and city networks to broaden the dialogue to include regional/local
authorities and civil society players, promoting regional and local food initiatives that support
food sovereignty.

Furthermore, NAT will continue to support implementation of the EU Organic Action Plan
and pursue the co-organisation of the EU Organic Awards, with an enhanced focus on
reaching out to Member States underrepresented in the last editions and with low organic
uptake.

NAT will also continue its engagement at international level by participating in the annual
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) and related youth-led World Food Forum
(WFF).

In the context of existing challenges for the EU fisheries sector, as well as the enormous
potential for sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, the Commission has started a

EESC-2025-03530-00-01-TCD-TRA (EN) 8/12



comprehensive evaluation of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) Regulation. The evaluation
is expected to be completed in early 2026. It will be the basis for establishing a 2040 vision for
the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, while taking into account other policy framework
initiatives, such as the European Ocean Pact and the Energy Transition Roadmap for EU
fisheries and aquaculture. Building on previous work, NAT will contribute to the
development of a comprehensive vision that promotes a just transition for the sector while
fostering generational renewal and decarbonisation, protecting biodiversity, highlighting
nutritional aspects linked to healthy diets and promoting opportunities for rural and coastal
areas, taking into account specific local and national features.

4, Boosting the circular economy and bioeconomy

DEGENT WORK AND INDUSTRY, INNOVATION 1 RESPONSIBLE 1 4 LIFE 15 LIFE
ECONOMIC GROWTH ANDINFRASTRUCTURE CGONSUMPTION BELOW WATER ON LAND
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. Europe must accelerate its shift to a nature-positive, resource-efficient, circular economy

and bioeconomy, ensuring resilience, competitiveness and social inclusion. The NAT section
will stress that the Circular Economy Act (CEAP), the forthcoming Circular Economy
Action Plan (CEAP) and the EU Bioeconomy Strategy must be mutually reinforcing,
grounded in science and supported by robust implementation and accountability mechanisms.

. Europe’s future prosperity depends on how efficiently and fairly we can manage our natural
resources. A circular and sustainable bioeconomy offers a pathway for reducing dependency
on fossil resources, restoring ecosystems and creating resilient local economies. NAT will
continue to act as a bridge between EU institutions, civil society and local players, ensuring that
this transformation remains just, inclusive and grounded in the realities of people and regions
across Europe.

. The upcoming Circular Economy Act must become the strategic legal anchor of this transition.
It should set science-based resource-use limits, prioritise reuse and repair, harmonise end-of-
waste criteria, and embed digital traceability across value chains anchored in a robust EU-wide
data collection and monitoring ecosystem to overcome current shortcomings in critical datasets.
The Act should also support SMEs and social-economy players and ensure consistency with
chemical safety, product and bioeconomy regulations.

° In the context of the new EU Bioeconomy Strategy, NAT will work to ensure that circular
principles are embedded in the sustainable use of biological resources, guided by circular
design, resource efficiency and minimal environmental impact. The bioeconomy must
operate within the boundaries of biodiversity, soil and water systems, promoting cascading use
of biomass, sustainable sourcing and regional circular bio-loops that turn residues, food waste
and by-products to good use.

. NAT will continue to advocate a coherent policy framework that aligns circular economy and
bioeconomy strategies across initiatives - including agriculture, forestry, fisheries, industry and
waste policy — while ensuring a just transition that leaves no region or community behind. The
section will also recommend the alignment of EU and national funds with CEAP and
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bioeconomy priorities, fostering targeted finance for regional circular hubs, SME support
and sKills partnership that enable workers and communities to benefit from the transition.

. The section will work to enhance participatory governance and multi-level coordination
among EU, national and regional authorities. It will work to reinforce stakeholder platforms —
notably the European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform (ECESP), a joint EESC/EC
initiative — in order to foster dialogue and knowledge-sharing between policy-makers,
businesses and civil society.

5. Towards sustainable rural/urban development — implementing a holistic strategy
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. Building on the achievements of the previous term of office, NAT will continue to propose a

holistic and forward-looking approach to sustainable rural and urban development,
aiming to create more balanced, inclusive and resilient regions across Europe. The EU Rural
Pact will remain at the heart of these efforts as a key platform to mobilise stakeholders,
strengthen governance and turn the Long-Term Vision for Rural Areas (LTVRA) into tangible
action and results on the ground.

. To support these objectives, NAT will continue to view policies through a rural lens to make
them fit for purpose for those who live and work in rural areas (the ‘rural proofing’ principle)
while further developing these working methods and promoting them in the Committee’s work,
in close cooperation with rural civil society players (in line with the recent MoU signed with the
European Rural Parliament).

. NAT will work to make sure rural, coastal and remote areas keep thriving, tackling
persistent challenges such as depopulation, ageing, poverty, gender disparity, limited access to
services and growing social divides. Revitalising these areas will require targeted investment in
infrastructure, connectivity, education and decent employment — essential conditions for
ensuring that rural communities remain vibrant, innovative and attractive places to live and
work. In this context, sustainable rural tourism can play an important role in driving local
development, preserving cultural heritage and diversifying rural/coastal economies.

. The section will promote stronger, more dynamic links between rural, coastal and urban areas,
viewing them as interdependent partners rather than separate worlds. Sustainable rural/urban
development is an iterative, transformative and two-way process: rural and coastal regions not
only provide energy, natural resources and ecosystem services, but are also places of innovation
and creative solutions, while cities provide markets, networks and complementary opportunities.
NAT will advocate partnerships and governance models that connect these strengths and
ensure that all territories benefit fairly from the green and digital transitions.

° In the context of the energy transition and Europe’s climate goals, NAT will highlight the
potential of rural and coastal areas to lead in renewable energy, the circular economy,
nature-based solutions and sustainable land use. At the same time, it will call for fair and
inclusive policies that safeguard social cohesion, affordability and access, ensuring that no
region or community is left behind in the transition.
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. NAT will also stress the strategic importance of rural revitalisation for Europe’s broader
social and economic resilience — from tackling depopulation and inequality to strengthening
food security and regional stability. Revitalised rural areas can help rebalance migration flows,
support integration and contribute to territorial cohesion. Empowering local governance and
community participation will be key to achieving these objectives.

. To deliver on this holistic strategy, NAT will continue to step up cooperation with other EESC
sections, in particular with the ECO section, to better connect regional, social and economic
dimensions, strengthening both urban and rural communities within a just and sustainable
transition.

V. NAT and its bodies — joint architecture

The NAT section’s areas of responsibility are: sustainable food systems, agriculture, fisheries,
environmental protection and biodiversity, forestry, rural and urban development, sustainable
development, climate policy and climate action and the circular economy — as listed in the EESC
Bureau’s decision on streamlining the committee’s structures and working bodies.

The NAT section includes three other bodies: the Sustainable Development Observatory, the
Permanent Group on Sustainable Food Systems, and the Permanent Group on the UNFCCC COP. In
addition, NAT and INT provide the secretariat for the joint EESC-EC European Circular Economy
Stakeholder Platform. The work of these bodies will be articulated with the main work of the NAT
section to foster synergies, ensure consistency and maximise impact.
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