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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission thanks the Committee for its insightful exploratory opinion, which contributed to the consultation process and the development of the European Ocean Pact.
The Commission adopted a Communication on the European Ocean Pact[footnoteRef:2] on 5 June 2025. [2:  	COM(2025) 281 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0281 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission would like to transmit the following comments regarding the specific recommendations of the EESC exploratory opinion:
On recommendation 1.1. and the call for a ‘comprehensive approach that combines economic prosperity and competitiveness with environmental regeneration and the promotion of social equity’, the Commission would like to underline that the European Ocean Pact introduces a single reference framework to streamline coordination processes, simplify reporting obligations and offer a strategy for implementing existing legislation and achieving policy goals more coherently across sectors. The promotion of economic prosperity, competitiveness, social equity, and environmental ocean regeneration are among the top priorities.
On recommendation 1.3. to ‘strengthen and improve the EU maritime governance framework’, the European Ocean Pact underlines that a strong governance framework is needed to align actions at Union, regional, national, and local levels through the various sea basins, involving both EU and non-EU countries.
On recommendation 1.5. to ‘revise maritime spatial planning (MSP) to facilitate synergies and balance conflicting interests’, the Ocean Pact announces that, based on a consultation of the relevant stakeholders, the Commission will propose an ‘Ocean Act’ by 2027 that will build on a revision of the MSP (establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning) Directive[footnoteRef:3]. It will aim at strengthening and modernising maritime spatial planning as a strategic tool that will serve the priorities of the Ocean Pact and their implementation, notably through increased cross-sectoral coordination at national level and through a better organised sea basin approach. The Act will reference relevant targets, so that they are identifiable under one roof, and will facilitate their coherent and effective implementation. [3:  	Directive 2014/89/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 2014 establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning (Directive - 2014/89 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

[bookmark: _Hlk199016893]On recommendation 1.6. referring to ‘the creation of an ‘Industrial Alliance for Blue Economy Value Chains’’, the Commission is currently reflecting on suitable tools to strengthen EU value chain synergies, inter alia in the context of its forthcoming Industrial Maritime Strategy. The Commission could, in this regard, assess the potential added value and role of a new Industrial Alliance subject to clearly defined objectives and strong stakeholder engagement. Concerning the recommendation for ‘an EU action plan for ‘blue food’’, the European Ocean Pact will promote the establishment of an EU-wide campaign in 2027 on the benefits and the value added of EU-produced and sustainable ‘Aquatic food’ along the lines of the suggested recommendation. Fisheries and aquaculture are vital for food supply and food security. Yet, 70% of aquatic food consumed in the EU today is imported. The campaign for EU aquatic food will thus complement the Vision for Agriculture and Food[footnoteRef:4], the comprehensive evaluation and possible revision of the CFP, covering also the Common Market Organisation (CMO)[footnoteRef:5], and the Vision 2040 for fisheries and aquaculture. [4:  	Vision for Agriculture and Food - European Commission.]  [5:  	Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) No 922/72, (EEC) No 234/79, (EC) No 1037/2001 and (EC) No 1234/2007; (EUR-Lex - 02013R1308-20241108 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

[bookmark: _Hlk199409613]On recommendation 1.7. and the call for ʻfunding to be mobilised for ocean action in support of SDG 14’, the Ocean Pact states that the initiatives therein need investments and funding from private and public sources. An integrated approach to funding and ocean-relevant policies will cover a broad range of elements: the conservation of marine biological resources as one of the five EU exclusive competences, the restoration of marine biodiversity, the management of and innovation in fisheries and sustainable aquaculture activities, the activities on implementing the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)[footnoteRef:6], ocean knowledge, maritime security, food security, developing and scaling-up a competitive and sustainable blue economy, including offshore and ocean energy, biotech and desalination, safeguarding underwater cultural heritage, supporting other blue economy sectors and industries to become climate neutral, deploy smart solutions, as well as support maritime spatial planning. As a commitment to the 2025 United Nations Ocean Conference, President von der Leyen announced an investment of EUR 1 billion[footnoteRef:7] to support ocean conservation, science and sustainable fishing. [6:  	Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy, amending Council Regulations (EC) No 1954/2003 and (EC) No 1224/2009 and repealing Council Regulations (EC) No 2371/2002 and (EC) No 639/2004 and Council Decision 2004/585/EC
 	(Regulation - 1380/2013 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [7:  	https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ac_25_1475.] 

On recommendation 1.8. to ‘boosting international scientific cooperation, promoting technological innovation in the maritime sector and allocating more resources to research institutes. Furthermore, it is essential to translate scientific knowledge into effective policies for protection and sustainable use’, the Ocean Pact clearly points out that the EU relies substantively on cooperation with international partners for ocean observation. In a risky geopolitical world, however, Europe must become independent and autonomous in all critical ocean infrastructures, data and information services, while preserving and enhancing international scientific collaboration whenever possible. Therefore, the Ocean Pact proposes to step up European efforts by launching an ambitious Ocean Observation initiative, including for the coastal and deep sea, covering the entire knowledge value chain, and taking a leading international role, to deliver critical information to all marine actors and sectors. The EU Ocean Observation Initiative[footnoteRef:8], covering observation campaigns, data processing, infrastructures and the provision of key services will be the next chapter in the discovery of our planet’s inner space and will connect, scale, govern and secure ocean observing capacities. The Ocean Pact also announces the development of an EU Ocean Research and Innovation Strategy. The strategy will identify ocean knowledge gaps and relevant research and innovation solutions for ocean challenges, and serve to strengthen science-based policy-making and will also lay the foundations for coherent future EU investments in ocean science, research and innovation. [8:  	Ocean Observation - European Commission.] 

On recommendation 1.9. for preserving maritime cultural heritage, the Commission supports the preservation of all forms of cultural heritage – including maritime heritage – through its funding programmes such as Creative Europe[footnoteRef:9]; Horizon Europe[footnoteRef:10]; the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF)[footnoteRef:11]. [9:  	https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe.]  [10:  	https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en.]  [11:  	https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/funding/emfaf_en.] 

On recommendation 1.10. to ‘safeguard a flourishing and lasting maritime industry in Europe (…) with clear decarbonisation objectives (…) and the need for urgent investments’, the Ocean Pact emphasises that Europe’s maritime manufacturing base is essential to the EU’s strategic autonomy, prosperity, and security. European shipyards, suppliers, and technology providers have the expertise to build high-value vessels and to develop technology for offshore renewables. To maintain this competitive edge and lead the global transition to clean tech, the Commission will develop an Industrial Maritime Strategy. In addition, Member States are encouraged to use part of the revenues from the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) – which now covers emissions from maritime transport – to invest in decarbonising the maritime sector, including via the improvement of the energy efficiency of ships, ports, innovative technologies and infrastructure. The Ocean Pact also makes a clear reference to EU funding opportunities provided by the structural and cohesion funds and by the European Commission’s InvestEU Programme[footnoteRef:12], which provides a guarantee deployed by the European Investment Bank (EIB), national promotional banks and multilateral financing institutions, mobilises private investments supporting a wide array of blue economy investments at different stages. Indicatively, relevant investments range from technologies, or environmental sustainability solutions to offshore renewable energy, greening of ports and shipping, aquaculture, coastal development, tourism, circular economy. It also includes investments in research, development and innovation for strategic ocean and satellite technologies, digitalisation, artificial intelligence (AI) applications, advanced manufacturing, and underwater robotics. Until now, InvestEU has supported investments worth more than EUR 15 billion. Looking ahead, InvestEU will continue supporting investable blue economy projects with funding and advisory services for the remaining programming period. [12:  	InvestEU Programme - European Union.] 

On recommendations 3.1.14. on education and training, 3.1.15. on labour shortage and 5.1.3. on knowledge and marine innovation, promoting innovation and closing the skills gap to bring high technology to the EU market is the core mission of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)[footnoteRef:13]. The EIT will soon launch its tenth Knowledge and Innovation Community (KIC) focused on Water, Marine and Maritime Sectors and Ecosystems (Water KIC[footnoteRef:14]). It will aim to create an EU-wide innovation ecosystem by linking universities, research institutes, and businesses. The Water KIC will provide entrepreneurship education for students and professionals, support innovators in developing and marketing their ideas, and create synergies within and outside Horizon Europe[footnoteRef:15]. The KIC will also initiate targeted programs for countries with lower innovation levels through the EIT Regional Innovation Scheme (RIS)[footnoteRef:16], thus addressing also the social dimension. [13:  	https://www.eit.europa.eu/.]  [14:  	https://www.eit.europa.eu/our-activities/call-for-eit-communities/eit-water.]  [15:  	https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en.]  [16:  	https://eit-ris.eu/.] 

On recommendation 3.1.14. and the need to ‘invest in the development of skills and competences specific to the blue economy and ensure that young people remain committed to their communities’, the European Solidarity Corps[footnoteRef:17] ensures that young people remain committed to their communities by providing structured, meaningful opportunities for engagement, skill-building, and long-term civic involvement through volunteering and solidarity projects. Generational renewal, upskilling, and better working conditions are essential for a thriving blue economy. A new Blue Generational Renewal Strategy (2027) will promote education, ocean literacy, and intergenerational faireness with a strong focus on STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics – crucial for careers in marine science, ocean tech, and sustainable fisheries. The blue generational renewal strategy will align with the new KIC in the field of water, marine and maritime sectors and ecosystem along with the Union of Skills[footnoteRef:18] and the EU Start-up Strategy[footnoteRef:19], boosting digital and entrepreneurial skills, supporting cross-sector innovation, and enhancing the attractiveness of maritime careers through fleet modernization, safety, and targeted reskilling efforts. [17:  	https://youth.europa.eu/solidarity_en.]  [18:  	COM(2025) 90 final
(EUR-Lex - 52025DC0090 - EN - EUR-Lex)]  [19:  	https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-research-and-innovation/jobs-and-economy/eu-startup-and-scaleup-strategy_en.] 

On recommendation 3.2.4. to ensure the resilience of the ocean, the Ocean Pact stresses that the Commission will work on the effective implementation and enforcement of existing EU legislation, notably the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MFSD)[footnoteRef:20], but also the Birds[footnoteRef:21] and Habitats[footnoteRef:22] Directives, and the Nature Restoration Regulation[footnoteRef:23], including the use of new technologies, aimed at facilitating surveillance and monitoring. The revision of the MSFD has also been announced. [20:  	Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 establishing a framework for community action in the field of marine environmental policy (Directive - 2008/56 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [21:  	Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds (Directive - 2009/147 - EN - Birds Directive - EUR-Lex).]  [22:  	Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora
 	(Directive - 92/43 - EN - Habitats Directive - EUR-Lex).]  [23:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/1991 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2024 on nature restoration and amending Regulation (EU) 2022/869 (Regulation - EU - 2024/1991 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

On recommendation 5.1.5. for ‘ensuring the security of Europe’s maritime domain’ and the call for ‘protecting (…) ports (…) from threats (…)’, the Commission is currently preparing an EU Ports Strategy, focusing on both security and sustainability within Europe’s port domain. This strategy will address overarching policy challenges, ensuring that ports remain competitive, resilient, and secure, while facilitating the EU’s energy transition.
On recommendation 5.1.11. and ‘empowering women and young people in the blue economy’, the Commission has given young people a stronger role in EU policymaking. It consults young people through a number of instruments such as the Commission Youth Check[footnoteRef:24], the EU Youth Dialogue[footnoteRef:25], the Youth Policy Dialogues with Commissioners[footnoteRef:26], the EU Youth Stakeholders Group[footnoteRef:27], and the President’s Youth Advisory Board[footnoteRef:28]. Furthermore, young people are one-third of the participants in the European Citizens’ Panels[footnoteRef:29]. The Commission will strengthen ocean literacy and citizen engagement through initiatives like EU4Ocean[footnoteRef:30], promoting intergenerational dialogue and linking ocean and water literacy. Key actions include expanding youth involvement via the Youth4Ocean Forum, launching an Ocean Youth Ambassador Network, and supporting early career professionals through internships and the Blue Intergenerational Programme. The Commission promotes women’s participation in the blue economy by supporting gender equality, leadership development, and skills training across sectors such as marine biotechnology, aquaculture, offshore renewable energy, coastal tourism, and marine technologies. Its initiatives focus on mentoring, networking, and career advancement, with special attention to underrepresented groups. [24:  	https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/youth-check_en.]  [25:  	https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/euyouthdialogue_en.]  [26:  	https://commission.europa.eu/topics/youth/youth-dialogues_en.]  [27:  	https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/euyouthstrategygroup_en.]  [28:  	https://youth.europa.eu/news/europe-listens-presidents-youth-advisory-board-takes_en.]  [29:  	https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/european-citizens-panels_en.]  [30:  	https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/ocean-literacy-and-blue-skills/ocean-literacy/eu4ocean-coalition_entogether.] 




