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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission thanks the Committee for its comprehensive opinion on the Deforestation of the Amazon rainforest. The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the Deforestation Free Products Regulation (EUDR) concerning the placing on the EU market and the export from the EU of products associated with deforestation and forest degradation. It equally recalls the need for appropriate enabling policies and for action in view of continued high deforestation rates. The Commission shares the urgency of halting and reversing forest loss, and the understanding that preserving forests should not be seen as giving up economic growth and food security.
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s emphasis on: 
· the importance of mobilising private finance through the predictability and consistency of the regulatory environment;
· the role that EU programmes and funds, such as the Global Gateway, can play in halting and reversing forest loss and degradation in that context, and
· the importance of not leaving anyone behind, including indigenous peoples, but ensuring fair prices and stable employment while preserving the Amazon rainforest.
Finally, the Commission welcomes the Committee’s work, and the development of this opinion given the great importance of engaging in a broad public debate on how to halt the deforestation of the Amazon rainforest.       
The impact assessment underpinning the EUDR estimated that the costs of compliance for companies are significantly lower than the expected benefits. One of these expected economic benefits would be that operators sourcing deforestation-free commodities and products would benefit from higher demand for these commodities and products and are therefore expected to gain share in the EU market.
Moreover, several smallholder associations from Member States and third countries have pointed out that the EUDR could be an opportunity for them, whereby they can achieve a stronger position in supply chains, leading to fairer prices and enabling them to enter new markets. 
On 6 December 2024, the European Union and Mercosur finalised negotiations for a Partnership agreement. This is a milestone in bilateral relations between two of the world’s largest trading blocs. The agreement will help the promotion of the green transition and deforestation prevention as anchored in the Trade and Sustainability Chapter and the Additional Protocol. The EU-Mercosur Partnership Agreement is complementary to the EUDR, which will apply in full to Mercosur countries. As a binding EU regulation, the EUDR applies the same rules for all covered products and will ensure that products placed on the EU market are deforestation free, irrespective of where they are produced. The deforestation-related provisions in the Mercosur agreement are consistent with this cooperative approach with partner countries envisaged under the EUDR. 
The Commission is committed to implementing the EUDR in a spirit of partnership, transparency and open dialogue with all stakeholders and partner countries.
A simplification package was adopted on 15 April 2025 including a fourth edition of the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), and an updated version of the guidance document. These measures are based on the input from stakeholders and respond to the concerns that have been collected from industry associations, producers, operators and traders. A small and medium-sized enterprise (SME)[footnoteRef:1] Factsheet, and a ‘myth buster’[footnoteRef:2] document have also been published. These documents provide clarification on the application of the rules and promote a pragmatic and consistent interpretation of the regulation [1:  	https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/deforestation-regulation-implementation/factsheet-smes_en.]  [2:  	https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/eudr-myth-buster_en.] 

The EU Observatory on deforestation and forest degradation (EUFO)[footnoteRef:3], developed by the Commission, aims to monitor changes in the world’s forest cover and related drivers. Besides providing access to global forest maps and spatial forest and forestry-related information, this Observatory will facilitate access to scientific information on supply chains, linking deforestation, forest degradation and changes in the world’s forest cover to Union demand for commodities and products. Hosted on the EU Observatory, the Global Forest Cover map for year 2020 (GFC 2020)[footnoteRef:4] indicates global forest cover presence/absence at 10 meters spatial resolution. The map is one of the support tools provided by the European Commission to implement the EUDR. [3:  	EU Forest Observatory (EU Forest Observatory).]  [4:   	https://forest-observatory.ec.europa.eu/forest/rmap.  
] 

In addition, the Commission has published a strategic framework for international cooperation to promote deforestation-free supply chains globally. This framework identifies five priority action areas, such as support for smallholders, and several implementation tools, such as dialogue and financing mechanisms. 
On 21 October 2025, the Commission adopted a proposal to amend the EUDR. The amendments aim to reduce the load on the EUDR IT system and ease the administrative burden for economic operators, while maintaining the Regulation’s environmental integrity and its objective of fighting global deforestation. It introduces targeted simplifications and transition periods to ensure a smooth and effective entry into application. The EU co-legislators, the European Parliament and the Council, are currently discussing the Commission's proposal. They need to formally adopt the targeted amendments of the EUDR before it can come into effect.
The EU acknowledges the importance of addressing smallholders’ needs and it is committed to provide necessary support for achieving deforestation-free supply chains through its cooperation and development programmes at national, regional and global level, including as part of the dedicated global Team Europe Initiative (TEI) on Deforestation-free Value Chains[footnoteRef:5] launched during the 28th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2023. [5:  	https://zerodeforestationhub.eu/.] 

The funding by the European Commission and Members States dedicated to the Team Europe Initiative on Deforestation-free Value Chains has increased from an initial EUR 70 million at launch to currently EUR 86 million. These dedicated funds are going directly towards support activities and projects in close to 30 countries in Latin America, Africa and Asia, realized through the main implementation pillars of the TEI: The Sustainable Agriculture for Forest Ecosystems (SAFE) programme and the Zero Deforestation Hub (both implemented by GIZ) as well as the Technical Facility on Deforestation-free Value Chains.
In addition to these three central TEI elements, the initiative also seeks to increase coordination and synergies with relevant pre-existing programmes (so-called TEI flagships) financed by the EU and/or Member States in partner countries (e.g. the Sustainable Cocoa Initiative, AL INVEST Verde, AgriChains, NI-SCOPS etc.). Since these projects are much broader in scope but include certain components on deforestation-free value chains and EUDR preparedness, they are not counted in the official TEI funding numbers mentioned above. Nevertheless, they contribute to the TEI’s objectives and increase its geographical coverage and impact on the ground.
At the 26th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2021, the EU pledged EUR 1 billion to support the restoration, conservation and sustainable use of forests worldwide. This pledge is the EU contribution to the Glasgow Declaration on forests and land use and corresponds to the planned actions included into the Multi-annual Indicative Programmes of each country. 
Ahead of the 15th Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity in December 2022 in Montreal, Canada, where the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework was adopted, the Commission committed to double its international financing for biodiversity, in particular to the most vulnerable. This corresponds to an amount of EUR 7 billion for the period until 2027.



