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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	Access to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), including menstrual hygiene, for women and girls, indigenous people and other vulnerable groups is a crucial part of promoting universal access to healthcare. Without WASH services, women and girls are more vulnerable to abuse, attack and ill-health, affecting their ability to study, work and live in dignity. Improvements to WASH at home, school, work and in public spaces support gender equity. 
Regarding the point of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion where it calls on the EU to pay due attention to these groups in its external relations and international cooperation and suggests a lighthouse partnership programme related to water stress for addressing how to empower them in an integrated manner, the Commission would like to draw the attention to the EU’s commitments to the Water Action Agenda (WAA) presented at the 2023 UN Water Conference, which outlines 3 strategic orientations:
· Commitment on access to WASH 
· Water cooperation and transboundary water management
· Global Governance: support Multilateralism with UN at its core
As part of the implementation of the WAA, the EU actively promotes universal access to drinking water and sanitation, and water resource management, as a priority in its international partnerships.
By 2030, the EU targets to support the access of 70 million individuals to an improved drinking water source and/or sanitation facility and commits to develop its work to mobilise the private sector with innovative financing under the European Fund for Sustainable Development (EFSD+), to further increase its reach.
EUR 3.69 billion were disbursed so far under the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 by EU institutions, on water, EUR 1.12 billion being under the European Investment Bank (EIB). The EIB is the world’s biggest lender on water, before the World Bank.
In the context of programming 2021-2027, the importance of the water sector continues to be clear, where 71 countries have planned significant activities (including in blending) to be supported by the EU in the water sector and EUR 1.9 billion of Official Development Assistance was committed in the period 2021-2024. This confirms an upwards trend compared to the previous MFF.
The Global Gateway (GG) is the EU’s strategic initiative to narrow the global infrastructure investment gap and accelerate progress towards the UN’s 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, and includes investment in WASH. Global Gateway is implemented in a Team Europe approach by the EU, Member States, the European Investment Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the private sector. Global Gateway investments are guided by 6 principles: 1) democratic values and high standards; 2) good governance and transparency which commits to ensuring that investments notably benefits women and girls and those at risk of disadvantage or exclusion; 3) equal partnerships, 4) green and clean, 5) security-focused and 6) catalysing private sector investment.
In a 360-degree approach, Global Gateway helps deliver on the right to water and sanitation, and on the EU commitment to improve the access for 70 million individuals to an improved drinking water source and/or sanitation facility. Examples of Water projects include investments in WASH infrastructure covering both environmental and health aspects, wastewater plants, and desalination facilities.
The NEWZA (Nexus Energy and Water Programme for Zambia) is one example of a flagship action under the Global Gateway. The EUR 118.1 million programme focuses on enhancing the operational and financial performance of water utilities across several provinces in Zambia, integrating renewable energy solutions and digital technologies to ensure more efficient and sustainable water and energy management. This initiative not only aims to improve local infrastructures but also supports Zambia's resilience against climate change, contributes to economic growth, and addresses social inclusion by focusing on vulnerable groups.
Through Climate Investor 2, a blended finance facility, the EU further contributes with EUR 30.1 million to leverage up to EUR 2.2 billion in investments in water, sanitation and oceans infrastructure and the EU’s ongoing Water Operators Partnerships improve water and sanitation services in 22 countries (targeting 30 countries in 2026) by enabling operators to systematically communicate amongst themselves and to share their experience and learn from each other’s practices for the benefit of all and reliable and sustainable service delivery.
The EU is also committed to play a leading role as a facilitator and promoter of sustainable transboundary water management, both at political and technical level notably with the UN Water Convention. At regional level, the EU has two major Team Europe Initiatives making available over EUR 1.1 billion for transboundary water cooperation (Africa and Central Asia). This serves to improve governance, knowledge, and investments covering at least 47 countries in 18 major transboundary water basins, helping establish fair and effective allocation of water resources and enhance the availability of safe water for communities. 
At the global level, the EU further support multilateralism with the UN at its core, notably through a contract with UN-Water to support the implementation of the outcome of the UN 2023 Water Conference (EUR 5 million from 2023), to accelerate progress on water-related Sustainable Development Goals. The EU further supports WASH advocacy and country coordination with Finance Minister and Presidential Compacts through UNICEF and Sanitation and Water for all (EUR 4.4 million from 2023).
In conclusion, the Commission considers that WASH is adequately addressed at present, including for vulnerable groups.



