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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission has taken stock of the own initiative opinion following up on previous work, in particular the opinions REX/569[footnoteRef:1] and REX/578[footnoteRef:2]. The opinion provides timely and welcomed focus on the interdependence between peace and climate change. [1: 	OJ C, C/2024/1575, 5.3.2024, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2024/1575/oj.]  [2: 	OJ C, C/2024/2106, 26.3.2024, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2024/2106/oj.] 

The EU Joint Communication on the climate and security nexus (2023)[footnoteRef:3] seeks to ensure an integrated, ‘whole-of-society’ approach to the impacts of climate change and environmental degradation on peace, security and defence. The Joint Communication and its four pillars – evidence-based policy-making, operationalization, capabilities and partnerships – were welcomed in the Council Conclusions on Green Diplomacy[footnoteRef:4] and on Security and Defence (2024)[footnoteRef:5]. The Progress Report (2025)[footnoteRef:6] to the Joint Communication showed tangible results across all four pillars and their 28 concrete actions that involve more than 15 EU institutions and agencies. [3:  	JOIN(2023) 19 final (EUR-Lex - 52023JC0019 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [4:  	7865/24 (pdf).]  [5:  	9225/24 (pdf).]  [6:  	SWD(2025) 49 final (pdf).] 

Hence, the climate and security nexus is an integral part of EU green diplomacy and security and defence policy. The EU policy and actions on the climate and security nexus also contribute to work with partners, including the EU-NATO Structured Dialogue on climate and security, the EU-UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) partnership on climate and security and a number of dialogues with other multilateral and bilateral partners.
In this moment different challenges – including climate change and environmental degradation – inter-connect and compound each other. The EU Preparedness Union Strategy (2025)[footnoteRef:7] is a good example of a comprehensive and timely initiative that responds to the current political and security context, and which integrates climate change and environmental degradation throughout. [7:  	Preparedness Union Strategy: reinforcing Europe’s resilience in a changing world | EEAS.] 

The Commission shares the opinion outlined in the Conclusion and Recommendations of the REX/599 opinion that the EU needs to be ambitious in both, implementing its current policies and forging new initiatives and partnerships for climate action, peace and security. Furthermore, it agrees that the EU needs to ensure it continues to be an important global actor for climate action, peace and development, including by making sure that its security and defence engagements take into consideration climate and environmental considerations.



