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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	On point 1.3.:
The Commission recalls commitments under article 21.1 of the EU Treaty:
The Union's action on the international scene shall be guided by the principles which have inspired its own creation, development and enlargement, and which it seeks to advance in the wider world: democracy, the rule of law, the universality and indivisibility of human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect for human dignity, the principles of equality and solidarity, and respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter and international law.
On point 1.4.: The Commission would like to recall common commitments under the Joint Vision 2030 adopted at the 6th EU-AU Summit in 2022[footnoteRef:1], notably ʻthe protection of human rights for all, gender equality and women's empowerment in all spheres of life, respect for democratic principles, good governance and the rule of law’. [1:  	Microsoft Word - PR- 6th European Union - African Union Summit - A Joint Vision for 2030.docx.] 

On point 1.9.:
The Commission recalls the Joint Vision for 2030, notably ʻThis renewed Partnership is founded on geography, acknowledgment of history, human ties, respect for sovereignty, mutual respect and accountability, shared values, equality between partners and reciprocal commitments’.
On points 1.11. and 3.2.5:
The EU and the African Union (AU) collaborate in multiple ways to enhance efforts in combating corruption through legal, political, and financial support. The EU also works with individual African countries to implement anti-corruption strategies, strengthen institutions, and improve transparency and accountability in public administration.
Agreements and cooperation frameworks between the EU and the AU are aimed at combating corruption focus on fostering cooperation, sharing best practices, and supporting anti-corruption efforts across the continent. Some key initiatives include:
1. The Joint Communication to the European Parliament and the Council towards a comprehensive Strategy with Africa of 2020[footnoteRef:2] explicitly mentions the fight against corruption, fraud, illicit financial flows and money laundering as a precondition to improve the business environment and investment climate, including a level-playing field for business. Among others, the EU commits to stepping up cooperation on democratic governance and rule of law on both continents, including accountability and transparency of public institutions, independent and impartial justice, corruption and transnational crimes as well as trafficking in human beings. The EU furthermore commits partnering with Africa to boost the continent’s digital transformation,[footnoteRef:3] with explicit reference to the fight against corruption. [2:  	JOIN(2020) 4 final (eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020JC0004).]  [3:  	This proposed action is in line with Sustainable Development Goals 4 (quality education), 5 (gender equality), and 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure).] 

2. The Joint Vision 2030, adopted at the 6th EU-AU Summit in 2022, emphasizes the importance of the EU and the AU to commit to combatting Illicit Financial Flows (IFF), including money laundering. While the Joint Vision doesn't explicitly mention corruption, it underscores the need for good governance, which inherently includes addressing corruption.
3. The Samoa Agreement[footnoteRef:4] (provisionally applied since 1 January 2024) between the EU and the Organization of African, Caribbean, and Pacific States (OACPS) outlines a shared commitment to good governance (Article 12), democracy, and human rights (Article 9). As part of this, both the EU and OACPS countries, including 47 states members of the African Protocol, pledged to fight corruption and promote transparent and accountable governance. [4:  	Partnership Agreement between the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Members of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States, of the other part (http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2023/2862/oj).] 

4. The African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption (2003)[footnoteRef:5] is supported by the EU for its implementation through various initiatives and funding. The Convention encourages African states to adopt measures for preventing and combating corruption. It has been an important framework for African countries in addressing corruption at the national and regional level. [5:  	combattingcorruptionconventiona5v2enreduced.pdf.] 

5. EU Support for African Anti-Corruption Institutions has received financial and technical support from the EU for various African institutions and mechanisms aimed at fighting corruption, such as the African Union Advisory Board on Corruption (AUABC) and national anti-corruption bodies.
On point 1.12.:
In their Joint Vision for 2030, the EU and AU have announced an Africa-Europe Investment Package of at least EUR 150 billion, composed of an Investment, a Health and an Education Package. The Investment Package will help build more diversified, inclusive, sustainable and resilient economies. Our two continents aim to demonstrate and share with the rest of the world the success of an agenda of prosperity respectful of our people and our planet. This Global Gateway Investment Package aims to boost public and private investment building on existing initiatives and partnerships. The Package will boost large-scale sustainable investments, supported by Team Europe Initiatives, with due consideration to the priorities and needs of the African countries, including: i) investment in energy, transport and digital infrastructure aligned with the PIDA PAP II; ii) energy transition that is fair, just and equitable, taking into account specific and diverse orientations of the African countries with regards to access to electricity; iii) green transition including supporting the implementation of the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) of African Countries under the Paris Agreement to enhance mitigation and adaptation; iv) digital transformation that supports trusted connectivity through investments in infrastructures and an affordable and enhanced access to the digital and data economy while boosting digital entrepreneurship and skills; v) sustainable growth and decent job creation, including by investing in the establishment of youth-owned businesses in Africa; vi) transport facilitation and efficiency of connected transport networks; vii) human development, notably through scaling up mobility and employability of students, young graduates and skilled workers. It will support industrialisation and the development of sustainable and resilient value and supply chains.
On point 1.14.:
The role of the EESC in the EU- African, Caribbean and Pacific (EU-ACP) Follow-up Committee does not prejudge any role it may have in the future to set up Civil Society Organisations (CSO)[footnoteRef:6] mechanism under the Samoa agreement. The notion of CSO is broader, going beyond social partners, which needs to be taken into account. The Commission, and even more so the Delegations, have also continuous dialogues with African civil societies. This is reflected in annual reports on civil society consultations in Delegations. In this sense, the dialogues held by EESC are complementary, and a welcome addition to other dialogues with African civil society. [6:  	The African CSO Platform is in service to civil society organizations (EPIC Africa - African CSO Platform).] 

On point 1.15.:
The Commission has put in place programmes supporting CSOs and social partners in Africa, particularly the Global Europe Thematic Programme on Civil Society[footnoteRef:7]. The Commission cooperates notably through a Financial Framework Partnership Agreement with the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and the International Organisation of Employers (IOE). [7:  	Thematic programme for Civil Society Organisations Multiannual Indicative Programme 2021-2027 | Capacity4dev.] 

On point 1.17.:
In the Joint Vision for 2030, the EU and the AU jointly subscribed to the protection of human rights for all, gender equality and women's empowerment in all spheres of life, the fight against inequalities, support for children’s rights, and the inclusion of women, young people and the most disadvantaged.
On point 3.1.14.:
Supporting free and fair elections is a key priority of the EU, as reflected by EU Elections Observation Missions and the significance of the EU as a donor of Electoral Assistance.
On point 3.2.6.:
Africa is a geopolitical priority for the EU. EU engagement with Africa demonstrates political commitment, concrete results and strong ambition.
The EU pays particular attention to reinforce political, economic and people to people engagement establishing mutually beneficial partnerships with our African partners. The EU always gives top priority to ʻAfrican solutions for African problems’. It does not impose its agenda unilaterally. The EU is working to reinforce the EU’s strategic autonomy, supporting Africa to do the same.
The EU continues to support Africa’s quest for greater representation in multilateral fora and welcomes the African Union taking its place as full G20 member. The EU is a strong advocate and supporter, as Africa’s voice is essential when discussing global challenges.
2025 marks the 25th anniversary of EU-AU relations. High level meetings planned include the 3rd EU-AU Ministerial co-chaired by High Representative/Vice-President KALLAS and Angolan Foreign Affairs Minister ANTÓNIO and the 7th EU-AU Summit, co-chaired by President of the European Council COSTA and the President of Angola GONÇALVES LOURENÇO.
The EU is Africa’s largest investment, security, aid and humanitarian partner, offering an alternative to other actors with a quality offer for value driven investments.



