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	The Commission thanks the Committee for its opinion on the Commission Defence Readiness Omnibus simplification proposal[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  	COM(2025) 820 final (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025DC0820).] 

The Commission welcomes the Committee's support for the strategic objectives of the Defence Readiness Omnibus, particularly its focus on enhancing the EU’s defence readiness 2030 objective and strengthening the European Defence Technological and Industrial Base.
The emphasis on applying the principle of accessible and interoperable regulatory instruments, to remove bureaucratic bottlenecks and ensure timely responses to both economic operators and institutional players reflect the consistency with the principle of sincere cooperation enshrined in Article 4 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), as well as the objective of completing the EU single market. Rebuilding European defence requires, as a starting point, massive investments over a sustained period in a spirit of solidarity and cooperation among the Union and the Member States. Accelerating work on all strands to urgently ramp up European defence readiness is essential to ensure that Europe has a strong and sufficient European defence posture by 2030 at the latest. These are fully embedded in the Commission Defence Readiness Omnibus proposal.
The Commission also takes note of the Committee's call to strengthening the Regulation on the acceleration of permit-granting[footnoteRef:3]. The Commission proposal aims at tackling the lengthy Member States’ procedures when granting permits or authorisations while ensuring compliance with environmental legislation and safety and health of workers. This can be achieved by establishing the proposed fast-track and priority-rated national permitting processes within tight deadlines, and a single point of contact for industry, intended to reduce the administrative burden and expedite the permitting process for defence readiness activities. [3:  	COM(2025) 821 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0821 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission acknowledges the Committee’s recommendation that the possibility for Member States to authorise national exemptions for chemical substances ‘in the interest of defence’ be subject to appropriate environmental verification and compatibility procedures. The Commission also acknowledges the Committee’s recommendation on making the operation of the European Defence Fund more flexible and transparent, allowing for different sets of selection criteria, multi-annual calls for proposals, and indirect management, and facilitating retroactive simplifications and the eligibility of testing activities conducted outside the EU, including in Ukraine.
[bookmark: _Hlk212622758]The Commission notes that while the establishment of organisations and mobility focused on the defence industry is not covered by the Regulation establishing Erasmus+[footnoteRef:4], the Erasmus+ programme plays an important role in supporting preparedness and resilience in the education and training, youth and sport sectors. Skills in the defence industry are an important determinant of the competitiveness of the EU defence industry, and of the EU’s autonomy and preparedness, and the Commission is looking into/planning several initiatives to strengthen these skills, by promoting structured dialogue between institutions, businesses and education. [4:  	Regulation (EU) 2021/817 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2021 establishing Erasmus+: the Union Programme for education and training, youth and sport and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1288/201 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/817/oj). ] 

Finally, the Commission appreciates the Committee’s view on ensuring that general transfer licences be prioritised and used systematically for all projects financed or coordinated at EU level, and that this system be extended and harmonised across the national systems, by empowering the Commission to adopt delegated acts (under Article 290 TFEU) for new exemption cases and uniform conditions.
The Commission looks forward to continued dialogue with the Committee throughout the implementation of the Defence Readiness Omnibus.



