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RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS

European Economic and Social Committee

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the European Fund for Regional Development including for European Territorial Cooperation (Interreg) and the Cohesion Fund as part of the Fund set out in Regulation (EU) […] [NRP] and establishing conditions for the implementation of the Union support to regional development from 2028 to 2034
(COM(2025) 552 final – 2025/0238 (COD))

_____________

601st plenary session

Brussels
3-4 December 2025
_____________

Meeting of 3 December
_____________

Agenda item 13
_____________


The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 13 - adoption of an own opinion on the 

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the European Fund for Regional Development including for European Territorial Cooperation (Interreg) and the Cohesion Fund as part of the Fund set out in Regulation (EU) […] [NRP] and establishing conditions for the implementation of the Union support to regional development from 2028 to 2034
(COM(2025) 552 final – 2025/0238 (COD)).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Economic and Monetary Union and Economic and Social Cohesion (president: Ms Elena Calistru). The rapporteur was Mr David Sventek.

The rapporteur expressed its view that reducing regional and territorial disparities remains one of the key priorities of EU integration and that the use of traditional, proven and effective cohesion policy instruments is the right way forward to support sustainable prosperity across all regions of the EU.
He also stressed that an Annex of detailed guidance would be welcomed so that there is more clarity of ERDF and Cohesion fund.

The following member took the floor in the debate: Elena Calistru who welcomed the opinion and congratulated the rapporteur for its excellent work and added that this proposal is part of the wider package of the MFF and signals the important work that our Committee is doing to protect the interests of the civil society.

The opinion was adopted by 167 votes in favour with 1 abstention.

_____________
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