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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission is pleased that the Committee welcomes the Commission’s Communication and shares the urgency to further facilitate the development of the biotechnology and biomanufacturing industries. In that sense, as announced in the Political Guidelines[footnoteRef:2] for the next Commission term of office, the Commission intends to propose a new European Biotech Act in 2025. This Act will be part of a wider Strategy for European Life Sciences[footnoteRef:3] that will give a new push to the EU’s green and digital transitions and help develop high-value technologies.  [2:  	Political guidelines 2024-2029 (https://commission.europa.eu/document/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en).]  [3:  	COM(2025) 525 (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0525 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

As announced in the Communication, the Commission also intends to review the 2018 EU Bioeconomy Strategy[footnoteRef:4] by the end of 2025 as a key element for continuing supporting the development of biotechnology and biomanufacturing in the EU. For this review, the Commission agrees that it is necessary to have an integrated approach which considers current societal, demographic and environmental challenges, reinforces the industrial dimension and includes research, skills and civil society participation. [4:  	SWD(2018) 431 final (EUR-Lex - 52018DC0673 - EN - EUR-Lex).
] 

The Commission also agrees on the importance of the ethical aspects linked to biotechnology and biomanufacturing and the full involvement of the civil society. Giving robust assurance to citizens about responsible use, safety and sustainability will be a key objective of upcoming Commission initiatives. The safe and sustainable use of biotechnology globally is also one of the objectives of the work of the EU with its partners in the global United Nations policy frameworks related to biotechnology. 
Skills development is crucial in the context of rapidly evolving needs of biotechnology and biomanufacturing companies. The Commission considers that action in this area should be taken with the support of different stakeholders and agrees with the EESC on the key role of social partners.
The Commission also agrees on the need to align the development of biotechnology with the initiatives on water policy. In that sense, blue biotechnology will be an important element for consideration in the European Oceans Pact announced in the Political Guidelines for the next Commission term of office.
The Commission appreciates the suggestions made by the EESC about the elements that future policies addressing the development of biotechnology and biomanufacturing in the EU should include. The Commission is pleased that these suggestions are aligned with the main areas for action identified in the Communication, notably international cooperation, boosting research and innovation, streamlined regulatory pathways allowing faster authorisation processes for access to the EU market, the use of artificial intelligence and data, and development of standards.
Strengthening the EU biotechnology and biomanufacturing competitiveness requires significant investment in infrastructure, capacity building and know-how. In that sense, the Commission appreciates the suggestions made by the EESC regarding the investment and financing of biotechnology and biomanufacturing in the EU, and agrees on the need to use different sources of funding, both public and private, as well as to deepen the synergies among them. 




