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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission acknowledges the insightful opinion presented by the Committee regarding the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy[footnoteRef:2], adopted by the Commission on 28 May 2025. The Commission thanks the EESC for its comprehensive analysis and recommendations on this key policy initiative. [2:  	COM(2025) 270 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0270 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

1. Startups and Scaleups in the Single Market:
The EESC underscores the need to reflect on startups and scaleups in close coordination with other businesses, as an integral part of business ecosystems and value chains. Moreover, the EESC stresses that a well-functioning EU single market is essential for enterprise growth and upscaling and for dynamic start-up ecosystems. The EESC acknowledges the need for common definitions on startups, scaleups and innovative companies, and makes the case for promoting entrepreneurship and business development more broadly.
The Commission agrees with these points and remains committed to a whole-of-government approach and to ensure consistency and coherence between different policy actions such as the ones put forward in similar initiatives like the EU Single Market Strategy[footnoteRef:3] or the Savings and Investment Union[footnoteRef:4]. The Commission will present a Single Market Roadmap to 2028, as announced by the President in her State of the Union speech, to focus on capital, services, energy, telecoms, the 28th regime and the fifth freedom for knowledge and innovation. [3:  	Single market strategy.]  [4:  	Savings and investments union: better financial opportunities for EU citizens and businesses - European Commission.] 

2. Removing barriers:
The EESC calls for a supportive regulatory and fiscal environment to promote innovation, investment and trade. It considers that urgent action is needed to remove the remaining regulatory barriers to single market freedoms and to enforce the existing single market rules effectively. It also asks for a follow-up of an innovation stress test and a competitiveness check. It also stresses that regulatory sandboxes are an important factor in accelerating the market uptake of innovative products and technologies.
The EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy aims to deliver exactly on these objectives. Moreover, actions included in the Strategy such as the 28th regime, the voluntary innovation stress test and the upcoming European Innovation Act as well as targeted sectorial measures to reduce the administrative burden in strategic sectors will contribute to simplifying the framework conditions for doing business in the EU.
3. Access to finance:
Leveraging and derisking private investment, meeting scaleups’ financial needs with a specific focus on deep tech and breakthrough technologies, and the overall strengthening of Europe’s financing ecosystem, from angel investors to EU-wide capital markets and improved stock markets for Initial Public Offerings (IPOs) are key. The Commission acknowledges that a deep funding gap persists when it comes to the scaleup financing of high-risk, capital intensive technologies requiring investments above EUR 100 million. The associated risks span from the loss of companies that Europe has nurtured in the initial growth phase to the loss of critical technologies that are essential for our future prosperity and competitiveness. Therefore, the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy proposed the Scaleup Europe Fund, as a compartment of the European Innovation Council (EIC) Fund[footnoteRef:5], which will be a market-based, privately managed and privately co-financed fund, to mobilise significant private funds and make direct equity investments in strategic sectors. [5:  	EIC Fund - European Innovation Council - European Commission.] 

Moreover, European institutional investors and large companies, corporate venture investors and corporate procurers must become part of the solution and the Commission is already working towards establishing: i)  a European Innovation Investment Pact so that institutional investors voluntarily commit to invest part of their assets under management into EU funds of funds, venture capital funds and unlisted scaleups and ii) a European Corporate Network to advise on related policy, engage in matchmaking with startups and make a voluntary commitment to privilege European startups when they engage, invest and procure innovative solutions.
Furthermore, the Savings and Investment Union[footnoteRef:6] aims to improve the way the EU financial system channels savings to productive investment, creating more and a wider range of financial opportunities for people and businesses, notably sustainable businesses. [6:  	https://finance.ec.europa.eu/regulation-and-supervision/savings-and-investments-union_en.] 

4. Easier access to talent:
The EESC calls for robust efforts to strengthen science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) skills and to integrate entrepreneurial competences and skills into all education levels. The EESC also advocates enhancing labour market dynamism, improving the cross-border mobility of talent within the EU, and streamlining administrative procedures for highly skilled workers and for startup founders and entrepreneurs from outside the EU. The Commission agrees with the EESC in this regard, and it has put forward the Union of Skills[footnoteRef:7] as well as specific proposals in the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy. First, the Union of Skills proposes the STEM Education Strategic Plan which aims to improve STEM education and training to ensure Europe's technological leadership and competitiveness. Second, both the Union of Skills and the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy aim to improve entrepreneurial skills. Third, the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy also announces a recommendation to eliminate tax obstacles for remote cross-border employees for startups and scaleups, while the upcoming EU Visa Strategy will include measures to better attract highly skilled students, researchers, entrepreneurs and trained workers from third countries to come to the EU, for example by making the most of the Students and Researchers Directive[footnoteRef:8] and the Blue Card Directive[footnoteRef:9] in particular for startup founders. [7:  	COM(2025) 90 final (eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX%3A52025DC0090).]  [8:  	Directive (EU) 2016/801 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2016 on the conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of research, studies, training, voluntary service, pupil exchange schemes or educational projects and au pairing (recast) (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2016/801/oj).]  [9:  	Directive (EU) 2021/1883 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2021 on the conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals for the purpose of highly qualified employment, and repealing Council Directive 2009/50/EC (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2021/1883/oj).] 

5. Access to research and technology infrastructures:
Access to high-level research and technology infrastructures, including advanced digital infrastructure such as supercomputers and artificial intelligence (AI) factories is key for startups. The Commission agrees and it has put forward in the EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy a Charter of Access for industrial users to research and technology infrastructures, including for startups and scaleups, and, where necessary, simplify and harmonise diverging access and contractual conditions. The Commission will financially support access to AI computing facilities for startups. Building on the Charter, the European Innovation Act[footnoteRef:10] will further promote the access of innovative companies to European research and technology infrastructures through legislative measures. [10:  	Commission seeks feedback on the future European Innovation Act - Research and innovation.] 

The recently adopted European Strategy on Research and Technology Infrastructures[footnoteRef:11] aims to bolster the accessibility of research and technology infrastructures as a continuum of complementary services for researchers and innovative companies, including startups and scaleups, across the EU. One of the actions under the Strategy is to pilot access schemes to technology infrastructures for startups and scaleups, with the view to scaling-up future implementation. [11:  	COM(2025) 497 final/2 (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2025%3A497%3AREV1).] 

6. Access to markets:
The EESC also calls for new enterprises to be given tailored support to help them commercialise their products, with targeted efforts to improve their access to business ecosystems and collaboration opportunities. The EESC also emphasises that smooth access to internal and international markets are fundamental prerequisites for upscaling business.
In this regard, the Commission is already working on the revision of the EU public procurement directives, to improve and simplify the access to public procurement, taking into account the needs of startups and scaleups.
7. Conclusion:
In conclusion, the EESC opinion provides a comprehensive framework for addressing the challenges that startups and scaleups face in the EU. The challenges and recommendations presented in it require coordinated action and collaborative efforts across European institutions to enhance EU competitiveness and prosperity, by creating the best conditions for startups and scaleups to stay and grow in the European Union.



