
	Youth involvement in social and civil dialogue in the Mediterranean region
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-00515 ‒ REX/583
593rd Plenary Session – January 2025
Rapporteur: Thomas WAGNSONNER (AT-II)
Co-rapporteur: Lidija PAVIĆ-ROGOŠIĆ (HR-III)
DG MENA – Commissioner ŠUICA

	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee own-initiative opinion on ‘Youth Involvement in social and civil dialogue in the Mediterranean region’ and commends the EESC for engaging youth representatives in preparing this opinion for the first time with direct contributions of youth participants from the MENA region.
The opinion’s conclusions align with the Agenda for the Mediterranean outlined in the Joint Communication of 2021, which highlights the need for empowerment, participation and involvement of young people as agents of change[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  	JOIN (2021) 2 final (EUR-Lex - 52021JC0002 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

For the first time in history the EU has a Commissioner in charge of the Mediterranean region, Ms. Dubravka Šuica, whose mandate is to strengthen the Mediterranean partnership, towards a common Euro-Mediterranean sustainable prosperity, security and resilient region. The Commissioner is entrusted with the preparation of a New Pact for the Mediterranean[footnoteRef:3], to work together prioritizing dialogue, consultation and collaboration to refocus the regional and bilateral relationship around areas of mutual interest. The Commission is committed to discussing this Pact also with the youth representatives from around the Mediterranean. [3:  	The Pact for the Mediterranean - European Commission.] 

The EU Youth Strategy[footnoteRef:4] is the framework for EU youth policy cooperation for 2019-2027, based on the Council Resolution of 26 November 2018[footnoteRef:5]. EU youth cooperation shall make the most of youth policy's potential. It fosters youth participation in democratic life. It also supports social and civic engagement and aims to ensure that all young people have the necessary resources to take part in society. The EU Youth Strategy focuses on three core areas of action, around the three verbs: Engage, Connect, Empower, while working on joined-up implementation across sectors. [4:  	https://youth.europa.eu/strategy_en]  [5:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2018:456:FULL.] 

After the European Year of Youth 2022, the Commission nominated a Youth Coordinator (DG EAC, Biliana Sirakova)[footnoteRef:6] and adopted the Youth Action Plan in 2022, the first ever policy framework for support to young people in the EU external action. Within the Youth Action Plan, some targets were established for EU Delegations. All EU Delegations have created youth focal points by the end of 2024 and most EU Delegations should set up youth advisory structures by 2027 to engage young people in the work of the EU in partner countries. [6:  	https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/euyouthcoordinator_en] 

All Commissioners are organising annual Youth Policy Dialogues with young people. The first round of the Dialogues was completed in March 2025, within the first 100 days of their mandate.
In parallel, the Commission services have nominated youth coordinators to mainstream youth perspectives across a wide range of policies[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  	https://youth.europa.eu/youth-policy/dialogues_en] 

The EU flagship programme Erasmus+[footnoteRef:8] is being implemented in the Mediterranean region and has benefited approximately 25 000 people (students and staff) between 2022-2024. Around 17 200 people from the Southern Neighborhood countries participated in mobility actions to Europe, while around 7 800 people from Europe participated in mobility actions to the Southern Neighborhood countries. [8:  	https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/] 

The European Union has established networks such as Young European Ambassadors, Goodwill Ambassadors and Jeel Connectors bringing young people together, allowing them to engage with EU officials, and having their voices heard and develop their knowledge of EU policies and instruments. Youth participants and speakers from the Southern Neighborhood also took active part in the first ever Global Gateway High-Level Youth Event, in October 2024.
To prepare this Opinion six Euro-Med youth representatives – three from the EU, one from Egypt, one from Libya, and one from Lebanon – joined for the first time an EESC study group. This is line with the EESC Youth agenda, the Commission’s youth agenda and the Anna Lindh Foundation work on youth and was supported through the Commission’s funded Mediterranean Youth in Action programme of the Anna Lindh Foundation.
This is a good example of how the Commission supports the Anna Lindh Foundation, aiming at empowering young people in decision making, as well as connecting youth from all shores of the Mediterranean, thus contributing to initiatives involving and engaging young leaders, policymakers, influencers, researchers, academia, media, in view of promoting the inter-cultural dialogue through intellectual, cultural and civil society exchanges in the Mediterranean region.
The Commission also supports the work of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) on education and youth. The UfM Youth Forum took place in September 2024 in Helsinki where young people, policy makers, private sector’s representatives, social partners and government officials exchanged insights and best practices. The Commission appreciates the efforts of the UfM on higher education, particularly on contributing to shape Erasmus+ in the Southern Mediterranean, greening curricula, and education and skills for employment. This preparatory work will contribute to the next UfM Ministerial on Employment that will take place in October 2025, and youth is expected to remain high on the agenda.
The specific needs of young people ‘Not in Education, Employment or Training’ (NEETs) are of particular interest. The Commission is funding a regional project ʻSupport to Youth NEETs in the Southern Mediterranean’ partnering with the International Labour Organisation (ILO). This project aims to improve the situation of the region’s young NEETs by making public policies and practices more effective and responsive to their needs. Based on a demand-driven approach, a technical assistance facility as well as regional peer-exchanges, the project takes inspiration from the EU Youth Guarantee.
The Commission welcomes the EESC’s support to the SOLID project co-funded by the Commission. SOLID, promoting social dialogue in the Southern Mediterranean, is part of the EU’s long-term support to social dialogue in the Southern Mediterranean, together with Social Dialogue for Formalization and Employability in the Southern Neighbourhood (SOLIFEM), supporting social dialogue for formalisation and employability, including for young people, partnering with the ILO. Both regional projects are explicitly recognised in the Union for the Mediterranean Declaration on Employment of 2022[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  	IP_22_3087_EN.pdf.] 

The Commission takes note of the EESC´s positive assessment of SOLID and the wish to ensure sustainability of the instruments developed so far, with a dedicated focus on youth engagement in social dialogue and a Youth Charter. The ongoing final evaluation of SOLID will also contribute to this reflection.




