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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee on challenges to the competitiveness of EU enterprises. The Commission concurs with the Committee’s view that initiatives need to be taken in view of improving the EU’s competitiveness not only through horizontal initiatives, but also through targeted ones to respond to industry’s specific challenges.
{1.1} The Commission’s efforts to strengthen the EU’s competitiveness are guided by the priorities outlined in the Political Guidelines. The Political Guidelines reflect both internal assessments and the views of external stakeholders, such as those expressed in the Antwerp Declaration[footnoteRef:1], as well as the insights and recommendation outlined in the Draghi Report[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  	The Antwerp Declaration for a European Industrial Deal.]  [2:  	The Draghi report on EU competitiveness.] 

On 29 January 2025, the Commission presented its Competitiveness Compass[footnoteRef:3], which provides a strategic framework for the Commission’s work in this mandate. The Compass builds on the report by Mario Draghi on the future of European competitiveness and points to concrete measures with view to three transformational imperatives, namely closing the innovation gap, a joint roadmap for decarbonisation and competitiveness, and reducing excessive dependencies and increasing security. On the same day, the Commission published the latest edition of the Annual Single Market and Competitiveness Report[footnoteRef:4], which informs the analysis of EU competitiveness. [3:  	A Competitiveness Compass for the EU;  COM(2025) 30 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0030 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [4:  	The Annual Single Market and Competitiveness Report 2025; COM(2025) 26 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0026 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

That prominence of competitiveness in the EU’s political agenda is underscored by the adoption of the Competitiveness Compass as a key deliverable within the first 100 days of the Commission’s new mandate. A central component of this strategy is the Clean Industrial Deal.
{1.3} The Clean Industrial Deal will continue the path to decarbonise, improve circularity and industrialise the EU economy, with more strategic autonomy. It will go further on strengthening the business case for decarbonisation, circularity, and support industry in its efforts to innovate and scale up and create lead markets for clean technologies and sustainable and circular products and value chains.
As a key element of the Clean Industrial Deal, the Industrial Decarbonisation Accelerator Act will support markets for the development, manufacturing and adoption of clean technologies in industry and speed up related planning, tendering and permitting processes, notably for energy-intensive industries, with strategic plans for immediate implementation in specific industries which are experiencing exceptionally challenging economic conditions and fierce international competition, such as steel, metals and energy.
As announced in the Political Guidelines, the upcoming revision of the Public Procurement Directive will enable preference to be given to European products in public procurement for certain strategic sectors. It will help ensure EU added value for our citizens, along with security of supply for vital technologies, products and services. It will also modernise and simplify EU public procurement rules, in particular with EU start-ups and innovators in mind.
The Commission has launched a call for evidence and opened a public consultation to collect evidence, information, data, and feedback on how Public Procurement Directives 2014/23/EU[footnoteRef:5], 2014/24/EU[footnoteRef:6] and 2014/25/EU[footnoteRef:7] have performed. The call for evidence and open public consultation remained open until 7 March 2025. The Commission invited all interested parties to submit their feedback and share their views[footnoteRef:8]. [5:  	Directive 2014/23/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on the award of concession contracts (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2014/23/oj).]  [6:  	Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on public procurement and repealing Directive 2004/18/EC (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2014/24/oj).]  [7:  	Directive 2014/25/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors and repealing Directive 2004/17/EC (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2014/25/oj).]  [8:  	See at https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14427-Public-procurement-directives-evaluation_en.] 

The EU has been successful in creating an efficiently functioning Single Market for chemicals, in reducing the risks to humans and the environment posed by certain hazardous chemicals, and in providing a predictable legislative framework for enterprises to operate in. The Commission wishes to clarify that the EU takes a hazard-driven approach with regard to chemical classification and labelling, in particular in the Regulation  on  Classification[footnoteRef:9], Labelling and Packaging of Substances and Mixtures (CLP), while other EU legislation regulating chemical substances and mixtures ‒ although based on hazards identified in accordance with the CLP regulation ‒ has a risk-based approach and takes into account exposure and use, for example REACH, ensuring that hazardous chemicals can be used safely. [9:  	Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures, amending and repealing Directives 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and amending Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2008/1272/oj).] 

The publication of the Transition Pathway for the EU Chemical Industry[footnoteRef:10] identifies the actions and conditions needed to achieve the green and digital transition, while improving the resilience in the chemical industry. Following this, the Chemicals Industry Package set out in the Political Guidelines will be of key importance for a competitive EU industry. It will reflect a renewed and holistic approach to boost the green transition and reach sustainable competitiveness to give the Single Market top location conditions for sustainable chemicals production. [10:  	European Commission: Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Transition pathway for the chemical industry,  Publications Office of the European Union, 2023 (https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2873/873037).] 

{1.4} The Commission concurs with the Committee about the need for initiatives to avoid industrial decline. Indeed, access to finance, cooperation in innovation activities and skills are part of the drivers for long-term competitiveness.[footnoteRef:11] The Commission will continue to support access to finance for businesses via the InvestEU Programme and make use of the European Investment Bank’s and European Investment Fund’s guarantee instruments, including to the banking sector, to de-risk investments and facilitate more risk-taking private sector funding, including in particular for high tech and high innovation sectors. It will strengthen the collaboration between research, higher education and business notably by strengthening EU initiatives already fostering this collaboration such as the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)[footnoteRef:12], Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions[footnoteRef:13], the University Alliances[footnoteRef:14] and new public-private partnerships. [11:  	Communication on Long-term competitiveness of the EU: looking beyond 2030; COM(2023) 168 final (EUR-Lex - 52023DC0168 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [12:  	https://eit.europa.eu/.]  [13:  	https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/.]  [14:  	https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-universities-initiative.] 

For example, the EIT, through the European Skills Academies and its educational programmes, will continue upskilling and reskilling the European workforce in those sectors which are strategic for EU competitiveness in close collaboration with the industry. Furthermore, the Commission will focus the skills funding better on industries crucial for the twin transition and for preparedness. The Pact for Skills[footnoteRef:15] is the flagship initiative of the Commission to promote up- and reskilling of people of working age across the European Union, candidate countries and European Economic Area (EEA) countries. It addresses the first principle of the European Pillar of Social Rights and is anchored in the EU Industrial Strategy[footnoteRef:16] with its 14 industrial ecosystems. The Pact mobilises public and private organisations to join forces so that they can respond effectively to industry’s skills needs. [15:  	The Pact for Skills: mobilising all partners to invest in skills - European Commission.]  [16:  	European Industrial Strategy | Digital Skills and Jobs Platform.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk190697671][bookmark: _Hlk190697863]{1.5} Another key initiative foreseen in the Clean Industrial Deal will be the Circular Economy Act[footnoteRef:17]. It shall increase the supply and demand of secondary materials and establish a single market for waste, for example by harmonising end-of-waste criteria and seeking to create incentives for the use of secondary materials. In this respect, the Commission points out its work on the definition of end–of-waste criteria for plastic waste fractions[footnoteRef:18] and its assessment of the economic and environmental impact of the use of chemical recycling[footnoteRef:19]. As announced in the Competitiveness Compass, the Circular Economy Act will serve to catalyse investment in recycling capacity and encourage EU industry to effectively substitute virgin materials and to reduce the landfilling and incineration of used raw materials. [17:  	COM/2025/85 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0085 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [18:  	.]  [19:  	.] 

{1.6} The Commission would like to point out that since the entry into force of the Cyber Resilience Act[footnoteRef:20] on 10 December 2024, the Commission has adopted a standardization request for harmonised standards and that Member States are expected to put in place support measures for micro, small and mid-sized enterprises. Furthermore, the Commission has already adopted a European Action Plan on the cybersecurity of hospitals and healthcare providers[footnoteRef:21] on 15 January 2025, as a priority initiative set out in the Political Guidelines for the 2024-2029 Commission. The Action Plan addresses preparedness, detection, response and recovery from cybersecurity incidents, as well as deterrence against cyberthreat actors. [20:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/2847 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2024 on horizontal cybersecurity requirements for products with digital elements and amending Regulations (EU) No 168/2013 and (EU) 2019/1020 and Directive (EU) 2020/1828 (Cyber Resilience Act); (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/2847/oj).]  [21:  	COM/2025/10 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0010 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

{1.7} The Commission shares the Committee’s view of the metallurgical industry as fundamental for many manufacturing industries. The Commission recently adopted a dedicated steel and metals action plan setting out bold measures to address the most urgent needs and promote the sectors’ long-term viability, building on the outcome of the Clean Transition Dialogues[footnoteRef:22] and the Metals Transition Pathway[footnoteRef:23]. The action plan considers the negative effects of global overcapacity and high energy prices, and outlines the contribution of trade policy to the industry’s long-term competitiveness and decarbonisation by ensuring the level playing field in international competition to EU enterprises. [22:  	COM(2024) 163 final (edc7b551-6b25-42ab-b36c-d9af7d4654e9_en).]  [23:  	Transition pathway for the European metals sectors - European Commission.] 

Indispensable for the sectors’ sustainability is the development of decarbonised processes at industrial scale for which projects are already ongoing that have received State-aid, e.g., under Guidelines for climate, environmental protection and energy[footnoteRef:24] or for Important Projects of Common European Interest[footnoteRef:25]. The Commission will contribute to work on the set-up of new Important Projects of Common European Interest in the most strategic industries and technologies. [24:  	Communication from the Commission – Guidelines on State aid for climate, environmental protection and energy 2022; C/2022/481 (EUR-Lex - 52022XC0218(03) - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [25:  	Communication from the Commission – Criteria for the analysis of the compatibility with the internal market of State aid to promote the execution of important projects of common European interest; 2014/C 188/02 (EUR-Lex - 52014XC0620(01) - EN - EUR-Lex).] 







