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[bookmark: _Hlk212127009][bookmark: _Hlk177552329]Strengthening European values in candidate countries by supporting the public service sector and empowering social partners and civil society organisations
(exploratory opinion)
_____________

600th plenary session

Brussels
21-23 October 2025
_____________

Meeting of 23 October 2025
_____________

Agenda item 32
_____________


The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 32 - adoption of an opinion on the

Strengthening European values in candidate countries by supporting the public service sector and empowering social partners and civil society organisations
(exploratory opinion at the request of the Danish Presidency)

[bookmark: _Hlk177552364]The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for External Relations. Kristina AALTONEN (DK-II) was appointed by the EESC plenary as the rapporteur-general.

Ms Aaltonen pointed out that the Danish Presidency asked for an opinion about how EU candidate countries are preparing for the EU accession, with a special focus on the role of the public sector. She stressed the importance of education and teachings in schools, especially in the fight against propaganda, as well as of doctors and nurses in the health sector. She pointed out that the responsibility of the politicians is also to prepare a dialogue about the EU accession in the overall society. She also invited the European Commission to increase the financial support for establishing a functioning social and civil dialogue in the EU candidate countries.
 
In the debate that followed, Lidija PAVIĆ-ROGOŠIĆ (HR-III) and Ionuţ SIBIAN (RO-III) took the floor. They stressed the need to uphold democratic principles in the EU accession and stressed the role of public sector in this process. The organised civil society should be included in the making of public policies, and the institutionalisation of social and civil dialogue is the right mechanism for strengthening social capital. They asked for better pre-accession assistance and better acknowledgment of the work of the civil society joint consultative committees in the accession negotiations. 

There were no amendments.

The opinion was adopted by 211 votes in favour, 0 votes against and 3 abstentions. 

_____________
EESC-2025-01528-00-00-CR-REF (EN) 1/1
image1.jpg
=
EE

European Economic
and Social Committee




