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Meeting of 17 September 2025
_____________


End-of-Mandate Ceremony
 





The end-of-mandate ceremony started with a welcome from the moderators and an introductory video on the achievements of the mandateterm of office. 

The first session, on 'A Social Europe for a Competitive and Sustainable Future', opened with three video messages:
 - Roxana Mînzatu, Executive Vice-President of the European Commission, praised President Röpke’s achievements and leadership in uniting workers, employers and civil society. She stressed that competitiveness and sustainability, both social and environmental, must go hand in hand, underpinned by growth, innovation, skills, quality jobs and inclusion. She underlined said that regaining competitiveness requireds revamping the social market economy to be revamped, and recognised the EESC as a vital partner in grounding EU policies in reality and with a human dimension. 
 - In her message, Li Andersson, Chair of the European Parliament’s Employment and Social Affairs Committee, thanked the EESC for its fruitful cooperation and stressed that, especially in turbulent times, the European project is was about people as much as markets, energy or defence. She underlined that a strong social Europe is was the foundation of a strong, well-functioning economy
 - Yolanda Díaz, Second Deputy Prime Minister of Spain, congratulated President Röpke for placing people and social rights at the centre of the European agenda through dialogue, ambition and inclusiveness, especially of with regard to youth, civil society and the enlargement candidates. She praised his role in making the EESC more open and democratic, and a constant ally for Spain in advancing the social agenda, and expressed confidence that the Committee will would remain at the forefront of key debates, with a view to ensuring that the EU is was a community of rights, values and social justice rather than just a market.

The ceremony continued with keynote addresses from the social partners and civil society:
 - Wolfgang Katzian, President of the ETUC, thanked President Röpke for his commitment to Social Europe and for making the motto of his manifesto 'Stand Up for Democracy, Speak Up for Europe' a reality, stressing that workers’ rights are were endangered when democracy is was weakened. He valued the EESC’s opinions and its support for the European Pillar of Social Rights, particularly during the green and digital transitions, and called for democracy to be defendeding democracy, placing with the social dimension at the its centre, and upholding for the EESC to continue to play its’s role as a place of compromise and dialogue.
 - Markus Beyrer, Director-General of BusinessEurope, praised President Röpke’s achievements and stressed that the EESC’s work is was about driving economic and social progress by enabling competitive companies to generate growth and jobs. He underlined that the members shared the ambition to make Europe the best place to in which to live, work and do business, and highlighted the value of social dialogue with trade unions and civil society. He concluded by commending President Röpke for his balanced presidency and vital role in cooperation.
 - Mikael Leyi, Secretary-General of Solidar, warned that Social Europe and democracy are were under pressure, and that Europe must had to choose between upholding rights, participation and cohesion or risking authoritarianism through deregulation and outdated market dogmas. He underlined the EESC’s role as a guardian of dialogue and civic participation, praising President Röpke’s leadership in holding the EU institutions accountable.

The ceremony continued with the session on 'Opening Europe’s Future: Youth at the Heart of Democracy', which focused on two youth initiatives implemented during President Röpke's mandate: the Youth Test and the Youth Advisory Council (YAC). Moderator Shada Islam opened the session by underlining the importance of engaging youth voices in democratic processes and introduced the speakers.
 - Rareș Voicu, President of the European Youth Forum stressed the necessity need toof systematically involveing young people in policy-making and welcomed the Youth Test and Youth Advisory Council as innovative tools to achieve this that goal. 
The moderator then guided a rapid exchange on the Youth Test between EESC rapporteurs and youth representatives. 
 - Gonçalo Lobo Xavier (PT-I) emphasised that working with youth representatives had provided fresh perspectives, particularly on issues of long-term sustainability, which had enriched his work as rapporteur. 
 - Arno Schrooyen recalled a specific moment where youth contributions had directly shaped the final drafting of an EESC opinion, ensuring that the perspective of young people was reflected in the Committee’s recommendations. 
 - Nicoletta Merlo (IT-II) explained that collaborating with young people had broadened her perspective, especially in areas where policy outcomes had a generational impact. 
 - Vassilis Angelopoulous highlighted the value of intergenerational cooperation and noted that his ideas were clearly visible in the final opinion. 
 - Elena-Alexandra Calistru (RO-III) gave a concrete specific example of how youth input had improved the clarity and accessibility of her opinion, making it more relevant to younger audiences.
 - Following this exchange, Alexiane Terrochaire-Barbançon, member of the EESC president’s Youth Advisory Council, described how the YAC had contributed directly at the highest level. She pointed to one specific proposal from young people which had influenced President Röpke’s decisions –, the creation of a dedicated Housing Plan for Youth –, underscoring the tangible impact of the Council’s work.

The session that followed was 'From Kyiv to Tirana: Civil Society Shaping Europe’s Future'.  
A keynote speech was delivered by Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama, who emphasised the that outstanding cooperation with the EESC and with President Röpke had been outstanding throughout the mandateterm of office, describing it as additional fuel for Albania’s enlargement perspectiveprospects. He expressed the hope that such an approach of meaningful civil society involvement would be replicated by other EU institutions in order to bolster the concept of gradual integration.

The panel then heard reflections from EESC members and Enlargement Candidate Members. 
 - Milena Angelova (BG-I) recalled spoke about her pre-accession civil society experience, praisinged the energy and input of the ECM colleagues, and citinged examples of input from North Macedonia on water politics and from Georgia on the Black Sea strategy; she also, and acknowledged the contributions of Ukraine’s Vasyl Andreyev despite his absence.
 - Boško Savković, an ECM from Serbia representing employers, stressed that sitting alongside EU colleagues gave candidate country representatives both visibility and the opportunity to directly shape EU opinions.
 - EESC member Maria del Carmen Barrera Chamorro (ES-II) stressed that enlargement is was both Europe’s raison d’être and a chance to adapt the EU’s institutional framework, recalling pointing to the positive lessons of 2004 and calling for strong pre-accession support and robust cohesion policies to ensure no one is was left behind.
 - Igor Zubcu, an ECM from Moldova and President of the Moldovan Trade Union Confederation, underlined that the ECM initiative made enlargement a real exercise in co-creation, strengthening social dialogue at home. He recalled President Röpke’s 2024 visit to Chișinău and a major trade union forum with 3, 500 participants as validation of Moldova’s European path, and announced progress towards creating a Moldovan Economic and Social Council on the European model.
 - EESC member Ionuţ Sibian (RO-III) said that the ECM initiative reaffirmeds the EESC’s mission position that enlargement is was about people and participation, not just institutions, and argued that early involvement of the ECMs has had built trust, legitimacy and networks, preparing candidate societies for membership.
 - Alexander Shubin, an ECM from Ukraine, gave a personal testimony account of his meetings with President Röpke, praising him as a man of principle and courage whose ECM initiative and visits to Kyiv had showned Ukrainian civil society that Europe’s solidarity is was real.
 - Ayşe Yürekli of KAGİDER, an ECM from Türkiye, underlined said that the initiative had opened new doors for Turkish civil society, citing her own contributions to opinions, high-level fora and the EESC plenary. She said added that it had showed demonstrated that the European dream remaineds alive even in difficult times and praised President Röpke’s commitment to gender equality and support for Turkish civil society.
 - Pascale Joannin, Director General of the Robert Schuman Foundation, called the ECM initiative a ‘'laboratory of participatory enlargement’,' placing it in the context of European integration and recalling the lessons of 2004. She stressed that enlargement must remain a citizen-owned process and praised the EESC for anchoring it in dialogue, participation and values.
 - Afterwards, the Ambassador of Montenegro Petar Marković on behalf of the other ambassadors underlined that cooperation between the diplomatic corps of the EU candidate countries in Brussels and the EESC was at an all-time high, praising the ECM initiative as a milestone. 

In closing, President Röpke thanked the governments –- highlighting the strong cooperation with Albania’s prime minister, his team and the Albania’s diplomatic corps –- and above all the ECMs for their invaluable contribution.

During the following next session, 'Parting Voices, Lasting Legacy' the moderators invited the three designated presidents to honour their outgoing counterparts. 
 - Stefano Palmieri (IT-II) highlighted said that Dimitris Dimitriadis had been serving at the EESC for 26 years with a loud and strong voice. He noted the good relations between Mr Dimitriadis and Mr Röpke, and their fruitful productive cooperation on enlargement. He stressed all that he had learnt from Mr Dimitriadis along over the last few years. 
 - Dimitris Dimitriadis (EL-I) wished Mr Palmieri all the best and showed expressed confidence on in his future role as president of the REX section. He acknowledged the EESC, group and section presidents, as well as the rest of members, for their work. He also thanked the staff and members of the REX section.
 - Stoyan Tchoukanov (BG-III) highlighted the energy of Peter Schmidt and his valuable legacy, pointing out that he had. For instance, by putting the interests of the Group before his own. He wished him good luck for his future professional and personal endeavours. 
 - Peter Schmidt (DE-II) expressed confidence in the future of the NAT section and identified three existential risks for the EU where the EESC can could play a role: polarisation from a lack of listening and dialogue, rising nationalism and fascism, and growing inequality.
 - Alain Coheur (BE-III) said that Pietro De Lotto had made a difference by promoting a renewed EU industrial policy and freedom of expression, symbolised by the Atomium and the Manneken Pis. Initially seen as visionary, his ideas were later brought to life, making the EESC a frontrunner pioneer in areas such as the Blue Deal. He stressed that this path should be continued and thanked President Röpke for his support.

The following next session was entitled 'Team EESC – Tribute from the Groups'. 
 - Stefano Mallia (MT-I), President of the Employers’' Group, expressed concern for the core values of the EU and the situation of youth. He stressed that the EESC hads the opportunity and duty to be a source of hope, stability and sensitivity, filling the current void of bold and courageous leadership in the EU. He acknowledged the progress made during Oliver Röpke’'s presidency, and also during the ones of Christa Schweng and Luca Jahier. 
 - Lucie Studničná (CZ-II), President of the Workers’' Group, thanked President Röpke for his work and dedication. The EESC is was now more visible, relevant and close to citizens. She highlighted the achievements on youth engagement and enlargement. The EESC hads worked in on pressing issues such as the twin transitions, resilience, and the future of industry, always reflecting economic priorities, social justice, fairness and the protection of workers. 
 - Séamus Boland (IE-III), President of the Civil Society Organisations’' Group, highlighted said that President Röpke had always brought the spirit and values of the EU in times of crises. He noted that the initiatives on EU enlargement and the EU Youth Test, among others, constituted a valuable legacy. 

The event continued with 'Mandate Milestones: Reflections from the Vice-Presidents'. 
 - Krzysztof Pater (PL-III), Vice-President of the EESC for Budget, highlighted the budgetary pressure that the EESC had had to cope with since the mid-term review of the MFF in 2024. He noted some recent successes, such as: the indexation of members’' allowances, the highest level of execution of the EESC budget in a decade, the structural review of the financial impact of the EESC’'s standing bodies, and measures to control expenses on advisors. He acknowledged the members and staff for their support. 
 - Aurel Laurențiu Plosceanu (RO-I), Vice-President of the EESC for Communication, noted the following successes: a 50% increase in followers on social media, an audio-visual professional studio, a new logo, a new visual identity, the Civil Society Week, the initiative Your Europe Your Say, the opening of the Citizens’' Auditorium, and liaising with personalities key figures and politiciansal figures from the candidate countries. He concluded by expressing gratitude to Mr Röpke, the members and staff.

In the next session, 'From vision to delivery: the administration's contribution', Isabelle Le Gallo Flores, the EESC Secretary-General, thanked the president and the members for their collaboration, commitment, courage and vision. Mr Röpke's presidency had been a model of partnership between the political and administrative levels, leading to innovation, relevance and outreach. She stressed that the EU must had to act swiftly while staying rooted in its founding values, and confirmed the EESC’s full commitment. The secretary- general highlighted initiatives such as an internal competition, a structural dialogue with the staff, the Women’'s Forum, strategic seminars, and a pilot project to measure the EESC’'s impact. The EESC is was now an importer of talent and that staff satisfaction had increased. The EESC hads worked with one overarching goal: to make the EESC a model of innovation, collaboration and delivery. She underlined resilience, professionalism and passion as the engines of progress, and closed by thanking President Röpke on behalf of the administration.

The next session, 'Civil Society at the Heart of Europe’s Institutions ' started with two video messages. 
 - Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament, acknowledged the work of the EESC and the cooperation between both the two institutions, reinforced during President Röpke's mandate. She noted, as an example, the Memorandum of Understanding between for the institutions ahead of the European elections. She stated said that she would miss the spirit of cooperation and compromise during that had underpinned Mr Röpke’'s presidency, and showed expressed confidence that this would continue under the incoming presidency.
 - António Costa, President of the European Council, praised President Röpke for strengthening the EESC’s role in the EU architecture, defending democracy, building global partnerships and reinforcing the EU’s legitimacy with civil society. 

A panel debate followed:
 - Tony Murphy, President of the European Court of Auditors, mentioned the institutional role of the EESC through its opinions, as part of the legislative process. He highlighted said that the Groups represented different perspectives, that which were taken into consideration by the co-legislators and the European Commission. He stated said that the views and requests of the EESC were taken into consideration, when programming their work, and highlighted the importance of the EESC in the next Multiannual Financial Framework.

 - Younous Omarjee, Vice-President of the European Parliament, highlighted the fruitful constructive cooperation with the EESC during President Röpke’s mandateterm of office. He stressed the importance of civil society’s voice in times of upheaval and uncertainty, praised the EESC’s role in restoring trust in institutions, and noted its involvement of civil society actors players from Ukraine.
 - Kata Tüttő, President of the European Committee of the Regions stressed the importance of EESC-–CoR cooperation on areas such as agriculture, the MFF and cohesion. She noted the changing nature of democracy, highlighting the dilemma of citizen participation in policy-making, and underlined the need to give up part of our own perspective to understand others.
 - Maroš Šefčovič, Commissioner for Trade and Economic Security, stressed the need to address the current challenges democratically and inclusively, praising the EESC under President Röpke for embodying the House of Civil Society. He noted its influence on Commission priorities, including competitiveness, housing, energy affordability and poverty reduction, and congratulated President Röpke and the members on their mandateterm of office.

The next session focused on 'Equality & Inclusion':
 - Irena Moozová, Deputy Director-General of the European Commission's Directorate General for Justice and Consumers, praised the EESC and President Röpke as indispensable allies on gender equality and inclusion, calling for urgent progress on pay gaps, violence, safety, healthcare, and participation. She noted the EESC’s pioneering endorsement of the Declaration of Principles and Roadmap for Women’s Rights, and stressed the joint work with civil society to protect democracy and advance women’s rights.
  - Zornitsa Roussinova, President of the Bulgarian Economic and Social Council, stressed that national councils identifiedy citizens’ concerns while the EESC helpeds turn them into EU policies, and said that such cooperation can could improve education, skills and labour market policies.
 - Fariha Khan, Youth Representative from the Austrian National Youth Council, stressed that young people drive drove change for equality by resisting oppression, corruption, racism, sexism, barriers for minorities and the climate emergency. She urged that their concerns be taken seriously, as they will would have to live with the consequences.
 - László Andor, Secretary-General of FEPS, identified financial resources and legislation as key levers for closing equality gaps and advancing inclusion in Europe. He underlined the need to incorporate new initiatives under the European Pillar of Social Rights, including affordable housing, a Quality Jobs Act, and the forthcoming anti-poverty strategy. While welcoming the focus on competitiveness, he stressed that distributing prosperity fairly, and enabling all regions to contribute, is was as important as creating it.
 
The next session, 'Global Gateway for Civil Society', started with a video message from Marcio Macedo, Minister of the General Secretariat of the Presidency of the Republic of Brazil. He noted that after President Röpke’'s mandate, the relations between the EESC and Brazil are were at their highest level. This is was particularly important in a context that calleds for stronger ties in defencse of multilateralism, democracy, and sustainable, inclusive development. Minister Macedo also welcomed the new President, Seamus Boland, and wished him a fruitful successful mandateterm of office.
 - Louis Cheikh Sissoko, President of the African Union’s Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) paid tribute to President Röpke’s leadership and recalled the historic signing of the AU-–EU Memorandum of Understanding and its rapid implementation. He highlighted joint achievements from Brussels to New York, including the first-ever tripartite meeting between the EESC, ECOSOCC and the UN’s ECOSOC. Challenges such as climate change, inequality, migration and global governance reform required civil society engagement. 
 - Luc Triangle, General Secretary of the International Trade Confederation, stressed the importance of multilateralism and global action in the face of geopolitical tensions, trade and tariff disputes, threats to democracy, inequality, child labour, attacks on human rights, and restrictions on workers’ freedoms, free speech and the press. He underlined that Europe must be united, strong and humble. Mr Triangle also praised the EESC’s achievements under President Röpke, congratulating him, his head of cabinet and team.

Finally, after a video compilation entitled 'Thank you, EESC! Proud to be EESC', EESC President Oliver Röpke delivered a final address. He expressed pride in the EESC, and thanked the representatives from the EU institutions, the social partners and civil society for their participation in the ceremony and for their support during the mandateterm of office. He acknowledged the work of the Groups, sections, rapporteurs and other members. He thanked the groups presidents and the EESC vice-presidents, as well as the EESC staff for their professionalism and dedication.

The President then recalled some of the achievements of the past two and a half years. He highlighted the Enlargement Candidate Members initiative, launched in September 2023, through which 147 civil society representatives from nine candidate countries had joined the EESC’s work, contributing actively to groups, sections and plenaries, and shaping over 20 twenty opinions. The President underlined said that the EESC had engaged directly with candidate countries, meeting over 35 prime ministers and ministers and visiting regions beyond the capitals, including areas facing fragile reforms, disinformation and low trust in Europe. 

The President stressed the importance of defending democracy, noting the extension of the Fundamental Rights and Rule of Law Group’s mandate to conduct missions in candidate countries. He also recalled his mission to Kyiv in 2023, the first by an EESC president since the full-scale invasion.

The President underlined the inclusion of youth during the mandate term through the EU Youth Test, and the organisation of events, consultations and contributions to opinions. He stressed that equality and inclusion were priorities, with the EESC defending gender equality, social justice and diversity as central to democracy. 

The President highlighted the restoration of the EU-–Brazil Round Table, the relaunch of the EU-–China Round Table after COVID-19, the signing of an MoU with the African Union ECOSOCC, and the EESC’s active role at the UN, COP28, and the first G20 Social Summit in Rio, where issues such as inequality, climate action, water and hunger were advanced. He also noted strengthened Euro-Mediterranean cooperation.

The President stressed the EESC’s consistent focus on participation, presence on the ground and effective partnerships. The Committee had upheld its mission and values, based on dialogue and compromise between its three Groups. 

In his closing remarks, the President reflected with pride on the mandateterm of office, stressing emphasising enlargement through participation, democracy beyond borders, and the central role of civil society, while reaffirming support for Ukraine and candidate countries. He concluded that the spirit of solidarity in the EESC’'s work was the most enduring legacy.  The President emphasised continuity, unity and the lasting strength of the EESC, expressing confidence in the incoming president Séamus Boland, and wishing him every success, and noting that the next presidency will would inherit a more visible, relevant and united Committee.

Finally, he reaffirmed 'Proud to be EESC' and expressed gratitude to all of the members and partners. 
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