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Cillian Lohan graduated from University College Cork and University of Ulster with Bachelor 

and Master of Science Degrees.  

He has worked extensively in the corporate sector (strategic planning and business 

development) and in the environmental sector (conservation and habitat management). 

He is a leader in the field of Circular Economy. He was the inaugural Chair of the European 

Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform which he helped to establish. He is an experienced 

delegate at United Nations initiatives such as the Climate COP negotiations, and the High Level 

Political Forum on the Sustainable Development Goals.  

As CEO of Green Economy Foundation, Cillian has overseen ambitious projects including the 

planting of over 4 million trees in Ireland, and the establishment of a Wildlife Reserve in 

Tobago.  

Appointed through the Irish Environmental Pillar, he has been an active member of the 

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) since 2015, and has been rapporteur for 

17 opinions. He was EESC vice-president in charge of communication from 2020 to 2023 In 

October 2025, he was elected to the office of president of the EESC Civil Society Organisations' 

Group. 

The Circular Economy: A Simple Explanation: A TED talk by Cillian Lohan at the TEDxYouth@EEB3 
(February 2018) 

Cillian Lohan is a member of the EESC's NAT, TEN and INT sections and has been the rapporteur for 
the following opinions: 

• Towards structured youth engagement on climate and sustainability in the EU decision-
making process (own-initiative opinion) 

https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en
http://greeneconomyfoundation.ie/
https://environmentalpillar.ie/
https://www.ted.com/talks/cillian_lohan_the_circular_economy_a_simple_explanation
https://www.ted.com/talks/cillian_lohan_the_circular_economy_a_simple_explanation
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/sections-commission/agriculture-rural-development-and-environment-nat
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/sections-commission/transport-energy-infrastructure-and-information-society-ten
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/sections-commission/single-market-production-and-consumption-int
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/towards-structured-youth-engagement-climate-and-sustainability-eu-decision-making-process-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/towards-structured-youth-engagement-climate-and-sustainability-eu-decision-making-process-own-initiative-opinion
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• Reflection Paper 'Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030' 
• Developing synergies across different circular economy roadmaps (own-initiative opinion) 
• Facilitating access to climate finance for non-state actors (Own-initiative opinion) 
• Monitoring framework for the circular economy (communication) 
• Access to justice at national level related to measures implementing EU environmental law 

(communication) 
• Climate justice (own-initiative opinion) 
• Waste-to-energy under the Circular Economy 
• Eco-design work programme 2016-2019 
• Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking 
• The making available on the market of CE-marked fertilising products 
• Circular Economy Package 
• New Circular Economy Action Plan 
• Revised monitoring framework for the circular economy 
• Aligning the circular economy and the bioeconomy at EU and national level 
• Revision of the EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking 
• 'Fit for 55': delivering the EU's 2030 Climate Target on the way to climate neutrality 

_____________ 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/reflection-paper-towards-sustainable-europe-2030
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/developing-synergies-across-different-circular-economy-roadmaps-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/facilitating-access-climate-finance-non-state-actors-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/monitoring-framework-circular-economy-communication
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/access-justice-national-level-related-measures-implementing-eu-environmental-law-communication
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/access-justice-national-level-related-measures-implementing-eu-environmental-law-communication
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/climate-justice-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/waste-energy-under-circular-economy
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/eco-design-work-programme-2016-2019
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/action-plan-against-wildlife-trafficking
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/making-available-market-ce-marked-fertilising-products
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/circular-economy-package
https://webapi2016.eesc.europa.eu/v1/documents/eesc-2020-01189-00-01-ac-tra-en.docx/content
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/revised-monitoring-framework-circular-economy
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/aligning-circular-economy-and-bioeconomy-eu-and-national-level
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/revision-eu-action-plan-against-wildlife-trafficking
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/fit-55-delivering-eus-2030-climate-target-way-climate-neutrality

