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Agenda item 14

Climate and Peace, with Jeffrey Sachs, professor at Columbia University, economist and public policy analyst (remotely); linked to the adoption of opinion REX/599 on
Addressing the interdependence between peace and climate change: 
need for renewed global diplomacy
 




The EESC president, Oliver Röpke, asked the Committee to turn to agenda item 14, a debate on Climate and Peace, with Jeffrey Sachs, professor at Columbia University, economist and public policy analyst (remotely); linked to the adoption of opinion REX/599 on Addressing the interdependence between peace and climate change: need for renewed global diplomacy.

The EESC president opened the debate, stressing the need to act on climate, if we wanted peace and security. Before giving the floor to Jeffrey Sachs, he underlined the need for a new diplomatic approach – one that was green, global, and grounded in solidarity, building coalitions for peace through climate resilience.

In his speech, Jeffrey Sachs focused on several elements, among which: the need for the European Green Deal to be Europe’s flagship worldwide, at the forefront of diplomacy; the fact that while leading the way in terms of designing actions, Europe was also very vulnerable when it came to climate crises; the two-way relationship between peace and climate, since peace was needed to have actions and actions were needed to secure peace; and the importance of the Global Gateway which should also focus on the candidate countries.

The rapporteur and co-rapporteur for the opinion, Dimitris Dimitriadis (EL-I) and Peter Schmidt (DE-II), stressed the need for Europe to have solutions to climate change in order to secure peace, and the crucial importance of discussing preventing or tackling conflicts through climate diplomacy, since there would be some regions in the future that would become uninhabitable.

In the ensuing discussion, Andris Gobiņš (LV-III), Teppo Säkkinen (FI-I), Simo Tiainen (FI-III), Alberto Marchiori (IT-I), Zsolt Kükedi (HU-III), Juraj Sipko (SK-III), Ozlem Yildirim (FR-II), Cinzia Del Rio (IT-II), Corina Andrea Murafa Benga (RO-III)and Isabel Caño Aguilar (ES-II) took the floor and raised the following topics:

· criticism of the fact that a renowned economist with controversial views regarding the war in Ukraine had been invited to an EESC plenary session;
· the need to integrate climate resilience into all policies that are implemented to reinforce peace;
· the need for the EU to promote climate justice, coordinated action, food safety and conflict resolution;
· the challenge of maintaining multilateralism in order to promote peace;
· the fact that there can be no true peace without justice;
· the need to address peace and climate together and to reinforce our relationship with the Global South;
· the interaction between the depletion of sustainable resources and peace, and
· the way to create a framework for diplomacy.

Mr Sachs contribution was unfortunately interrupted because of a loss of connection.

The EESC president closed the debate, underlining the fact that the EU’s evolving foreign policy needed to reflect the interconnected nature of global challenges, particularly the links between environmental degradation and conflict. He added that it was essential to recognise the role of civil society actors in translating climate agreements into action on the ground. This underlined how timely this opinion was, spearheaded by the REX and NAT presidents, as the culmination of dedicated and impactful work as EESC members, and current REX and NAT presidents, at the close of their final term of office.
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