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The EESC President, Oliver Röpke, asked the Committee to turn to agenda item 8, a debate on Youth, with Glenn Micallef, European Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport.

President Röpke opened the discussion by reaffirming the central importance of young people in shaping Europe’s present. He emphasised that meaningful youth participation is a core priority of his mandate and celebrated the Committee’s leadership in promoting structured and meaningful engagement across EU policymaking. He outlined key achievements, including the creation of the EESC Youth Group (2023), and the launch of the EESC Youth Test (2024) in collaboration with the European Youth Forum – to whom he expressed his gratitude – which has involved 72 youth organisations in shaping 27 opinions. He also noted the broader involvement of youth organisations in the Liaison Group, contributions to reports of the Fundamental Rights and Rule of Law Group, and engagement with the European Circular Economy Stakeholders Platform. Youth organisations have also meaningfully participated in the Climate and Sustainability Roundtables, in the UNFCC COP EESC delegation as youth delegate, Your Europe, Your Say! event, and the President’s Youth Advisory Council. Expressing support for the European Commission’s Youth Check, he called for stronger follow-up on youth proposals and emphasised the need to embed youth participation in structured, inclusive processes. The President concluded by underscoring the importance of recognising the diversity of youth voices and ensuring their full integration into civil society dialogue.

Commissioner Micallef thanked Mr Röpke for inviting him and emphasised the EESC's commitment to working with and for young people. He called for young people to be given real responsibility and space in shaping the future of Europe, and highlighted the Youth Policy Dialogues as an active engagement tool rather than just a listening exercise. From these dialogues, young people stressed three key outcomes: development of an affordable housing plan, addressing mental health through the Digital Services Act, with a focus on protecting online spaces and tackling cyberbullying, maintaining quality education as a continuing priority, and enhancing employment opportunities – especially reviewing the youth mobility scheme and the issue of unpaid internships. He announced that cyberbullying and housing will be subject to Youth Checks. He noted that the Youth Check was inspired by the EESC Youth Test, and that the Youth Advisory Board was modelled on the EESC Youth Advisory Council (YAC). He confirmed continued substantial funding for Erasmus+ under the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). He concluded by calling for greater youth participation in EU policymaking, stressing the importance of focusing on marginalised youth.

Rareș Voicu, European Youth Forum President, thanked President Röpke for inviting him and thanked the EESC as a whole, and the EESC Youth Group in particular, for their commitment to youth participation through gold-standard initiatives such as the EESC Youth Test - advocating for sustained resources for the implementation of the Youth Test. He called for a more transparent European Commission Youth Check and argued that it should be included in the Better Regulation Toolbox, as consultation alone is insufficient.

Ozer Sahoglu, EESC President’s Youth Advisory Council Representative, emphasised that youth participation should include agenda-setting, not just consultation. He highlighted the lived experience of division among young people in Cyprus, and urged investment in youth – particularly in education, housing, and their capacity to shape Europe. He raised concerns about underrepresented youth and questioned budget priorities (e.g. military and defence spending).
During the debate that followed, the following members took the floor:
Florian Marin (GR-II) stated that listening to young people is not an act of generosity but of intelligence, and that youth resilience should not be a comfort to institutions, but a call to action. He advocated for continued investment in Erasmus+ and ESF+.
Katrīna Leitāne (GR-III), President of the EESC Youth Group, reflected on the Youth Group's journey as the first of its kind in an EU institution, and praised the dedication of Youth Group members and the support received from EESC members. She highlighted the Youth Test's growing impact across EU institutions, Member States, and candidate countries.
Stefano Mallia (GR-I) congratulated the EESC Youth Group on introducing the Youth Test. He also warned of a growing brain drain, with young talent seeking opportunities abroad. He noted a gap between the desire for entrepreneurship and the practical support available. He called for reduced bureaucracy, entrepreneurship education in all classrooms and a culture that celebrates risk-taking.
Mateusz Szymański (GR-II) criticised the mismatch between EU support programmes and youth needs. He expressed disappointment with the lack of progress on the internship directive, highlighted the housing crisis and its impact on family planning, and called for youth-oriented labour market policies.
Michael McLoughlin (GR-III) stressed the need to focus on meaningful youth engagement in EU policymaking, focusing on an inclusion agenda. He supported Commissioner Minzatu’s proposal to include vocational training and education in internship frameworks and advocated for continued investment in Erasmus+ funding to marginalised groups.
Mira-Maria Danisman (GR-I) spoke of the real struggles facing youth and emphasised the importance of competitiveness and economic resilience for future generations. She called for entrepreneurship to be encouraged and taught. She also warned against overlapping youth initiatives and stressed the need for interinstitutional cooperation.
Sophia Reisecker (GR-II) raised concerns about the state of mental health among young people.
Neža Repanšek (GR-III) warned that the EU is not yet where it needs to be – youth washing and tokenism remain issues. She called for a lower average age across EESC and EU institutions members.
Peter Byrne (GR-I) referred to the EU-UK trade agreement and the role of the Youth Forum – highlighting their presence there. He highlighted the need to support young entrepreneurs in accessing markets and capital.
Krzysztof Stanisław Balon (GR-III) recalled the work done by the EESC’s ongoing work on intergenerational solidarity and encouraged enhanced cooperation with the European Commission to further advance this agenda.
Louise Grabo (GR-III) emphasised the importance of follow-up when young people contribute to debates and called for improved opportunities and positions for young people in public service.

Commissioner Micallef then replied to guests and members’ remarks and questions, making the following points:
· Acknowledged alignment between the priorities raised and those of the Commission.
· Highlighted the Intergenerational Fairness Strategy and the challenges it addresses, including climate change, brain drain and overburdened systems. 
· Emphasised the need for structural engagement with institutions and think tanks – involving the EESC.
· Reiterated that youth-related initiatives must go beyond symbolism and avoid echo chambers.
· Called for systematic impact assessments and further discussions on youth policy in the framework of the Youth Check.
· Addressed the brain drain, noting that the European Commission is actively supporting solutions.
· Stressed the importance of investing in risk-takers, education and skills through initiatives like the Competitiveness Compass and the Union of Skills, and invited the EESC to focus on these topics in their opinions.
· Concluded with a commitment to continue improving EU internships to ensure fairness and accessibility.

President Röpke closed the debate by extending a thank you to all speakers and by saying that he was looking forward to continuing strengthening meaningful youth participation at the EESC and beyond.
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