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Agenda item 6

Presentation of the priorities of the Danish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, with Marie Bjerre, Danish Minister for European Affairs
 




The EESC president, Oliver Röpke, asked the assembly to turn to agenda item 6, a debate on the Presentation of the priorities of the Danish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, with Marie Bjerre, Danish Minister for European Affairs.

Mr Röpke warmly welcomed Ms Bjerre to the plenary session and thanked her for presenting the priorities of Denmark’s Presidency of the Council of the EU. He highlighted Denmark’s extensive experience, noting this is its eighth term leading the Council, and praised its tradition of efficient, consensus-driven leadership.

Mr Röpke said that the Danish Presidency comes at a critical time for the EU, which faces interrelated challenges including geopolitical instability, green and digital transitions, economic resilience and the need to defend democratic values. He commended Denmark’s focus on A strong Europe in a changing world and its priorities: security, competitiveness, and sustainability.

He said that these priorities align closely with the EESC’s work. The Committee is drawing up 11 exploratory opinions at Denmark’s request, including one on green skills and vocational training, which are key to enabling a fair and effective green and digital transition.

Mr Röpke stressed the EESC’s vital role as the voice of organised civil society in the EU and underscored the importance of strong interinstitutional cooperation. He reaffirmed the EESC’s commitment to supporting the Danish Presidency and working collaboratively to build a resilient, citizen‑focused Europe that is secure, green, competitive and democratic.

Ms Bjerre outlined the priorities of Denmark’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union, under the slogan A strong Europe in a changing world. She emphasised the need for a secure, competitive and green Europe amid growing global instability, conflict and competition and outlined the priorities as follows:

1. A Secure Europe
· The EU must take greater responsibility for its own and Euro-Atlantic security, strengthening cooperation with NATO.
· By 2030, the EU should be capable of defending itself and must bolster its defence industry.
· Continued support for Ukraine remains a top priority, alongside advancing merit-based EU enlargement, which is seen as a geopolitical necessity and a means of defending democratic values under threat from rising authoritarianism.

2. A Competitive and Green Europe
· To remain globally competitive, the EU must act collectively and urgently address weaknesses, as identified in Mario Draghi’s competitiveness report.
· This includes simplifying regulations and reducing burdens on businesses, citizens and public authorities.
· The green transition to remain ambitious, with the EU continuing its leadership on climate action – setting a strong 2040 target before COP30.
· Energy independence from Russia and the expansion of cross-border green energy infrastructure are essential.
· The Presidency also aims to take a fiscally responsible and ambitious approach to the EU’s Multiannual Financial Framework negotiations.


Ms Bjerre thanked the EESC for its support and underlined Denmark’s commitment to leading the Presidency with responsibility and unity and to delivering results. She said that she was open to questions.

Sandra Parthie (DE-I) thanked the Danish minister for the presentation and said that Europe does not need new agendas but decisive action, especially at this critical moment. Representing 20 million companies, she called for conditions that enable competitiveness. She highlighted three priorities for the Danish Presidency: promoting better lawmaking through simplification, preventing the loss of innovation and turning green initiatives into viable business opportunities.

Dorthe Andersen (DK-II) highlighted the importance of the globally strong Europe that is the slogan of the Danish Presidency as we need a strong Europe. She was grateful that enlargement is among the priorities of the Presidency. She said that it is important to look at the results of the previous enlargement processes and the need for results for ordinary people in the Member States and in the candidate countries. She also focused on the importance of fair competition, good working conditions and equal treatment for migrant workers. She praised Denmark’s strong labour market model and encouraged the Danish Presidency to revitalise the European social dialogue to improve workers’ rights and cooperation.

Séamus Boland (IE-III) felt that the Danish Council Presidency resonated deeply with the concerns and aspirations of organised civil society: ‘You have set out a programme that recognises the complexity of the challenges Europe faces and you have done so with a spirit of openness and dialogue that we greatly appreciate.' The EESC welcomes the recognition of the vital role that citizens and civil society play in shaping Europe’s future. The Presidency can count on the EESC's commitment to work together for a Europe that is more sustainable, more just and closer to its citizens.

Alena Mastantuono (CZ-I) emphasised the importance of simplification. She introduced the exploratory opinion on Regulatory simplification – The use of digital tools in better law-making that had been requested by the Danish EU Presidency and adopted at the July plenary session. The opinion stressed the need to simplify regulations and harness digital tools like AI and e-government platforms to boost transparency, efficiency and accountability in EU lawmaking. It proposed attaching clear summaries of obligations to all legislation and called for a unified EU digital platform to centralise legal texts and enable real-time checks. The opinion also encouraged the use of AI to analyse data for proactive, evidence‑based regulation and to monitor Member States’ compliance and best practices, with the aim of making EU law clearer and more effective.

Dumitru Fornea (RO-II) appreciated the statement of the Danish Minister for Social Affairs and Labour, who had highlighted the importance of social peace and the competitiveness of the Danish economy. He said that Denmark ranks highly when it comes to social standards and asked the Presidency to show the other Member States the way as well as social peace is very important in Europe. He also welcomed the following priorities of the Danish Presidency: security of supply of raw materials, human capital and enlargement with special focus on Moldova.

Juliane Marie Neiiendam (DK-III) mentioned the importance of a green and competitive Europe. She said that it is important that Europe listens to the citizens and acts on their behalf and that civil society is the bridge between politics and everyday life. She highlighted the importance of participation of women in the economy, innovation and defence and welcomed the fact that military service had become obligatory for women in Denmark.

Lech Pilawski (PL-I) expressed his deep appreciation for the Danish Presidency and mentioned his visit to a Danish energy plant. He asked to what extent the Danish Presidency had taken up the previous Polish Presidency priorities.

Tatjana Babrauskienė (LT-II) said that if Europe wished to became the first climate neutral continent by 2025, a skilled workforce was needed. Ms Babrauskienė stressed that without a competitive workforce Europe could not remain competitive. She underscored the critical need to invest in green and digital skills. She said that that the skills gap is huge, as are the differences among Member States and regions. She acknowledged the importance of lifelong learning and adult education.

Jan Dirx (NL-III) said that the Patriots are opposed to the Commission’s recent proposal to cut EU greenhouse gas emissions by up to 90% by 2040 and asked for the Danish Presidency's reaction to that proposal.

Jana Hartman Radová (CZ-I) welcomed the fact that the Presidency was working for a strong and resolute Europe. Strengthening security and competitiveness were essential elements. Further steps were needed in the field of implementing the single market strategy, reducing the cost of energy and boosting competitiveness. Ms Radová stressed that the EESC is ready to work together with the Danish Presidency.

Christian Moos (DE-III) appreciated the clear focus of the Danish priorities in terms of defence and highlighted the importance of the ability to defend ourselves. He was grateful that the Danish Presidency was working together with the EESC in defending democracy.

Rudolf Kolbe (AT-III) said that cutting red tape and strengthening the single market are very timely measures. He stressed that SMEs and the professions need support in the field of digitalisation, where reliable digital tools and trust are needed.

Elena-Alexandra Calistru (RO-III) welcomed the minister and said that she planned to talk about the next MFF. She emphasised that the EESC guarantees that the voice of workers, employers and civil society remain at the core of EU budget implementation. She welcomed the Presidency's plans to put the MFF on the right track and asked the minister to preserve the following three principles: partnership, multilevel governance and civil society access.

Ms Bjerre was pleased to engage in discussions and exchange opinions.

In his closing remarks, EESC president Oliver Röpke thanked participants for their insightful contributions, saying that the discussion had highlighted the strong alignment between the Danish Presidency’s priorities and the EESC’s key concerns – particularly around competitiveness, the green transition and European unity and security.

He reiterated the EESC’s commitment to supporting the Danish Presidency by offering practical expertise and representing the voices of Europe’s organised civil society. Mr Röpke thanked Ms Bjerre for her engagement and looked forward to continued, constructive cooperation throughout the Presidency, wishing it every success.
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