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RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS
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Addressing the interdependence between peace and climate change: need for renewed global diplomacy
(own-initiative opinion)


_____________

598th plenary session

Brussels
16-17 July 2025
_____________

Meeting of 17 July 2025
_____________

Agenda item 15
_____________


The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 15 - adoption of an opinion on the

Addressing the interdependence between peace and climate change: need for renewed global diplomacy.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for External Relations (president: Mr Dimitris Dimitriadis). The rapporteur was Mr Dimitris Dimitriadis (EL-I), the co-rapporteur was Mr Peter Schmidt (DE-II).

The section adopted its opinion on 12 June 2025 with 71 votes in favour, 1 vote against and 1 abstention.

The president gave the floor to Mr Jeffrey Sachs who had been invited for the debate and who intervened online. Mr Sachs focused on the importance of the European Green Deal, on the fact that Europe is on the lead in designing actions against climate change, while being very vulnerable, on the relationship between peace and climate, and the importance of the Global Gateway.

The rapporteur and corapporteur then presented the opinion.

In the ensuing discussion, MM. Gobiņš, Säkkinen, Tiainen, Marchiori, Kükedi, Sipko and Mrss Yildirim, Del Rio, Murafa and Caño Aguilar took the floor and raised the following topics:
- the opposition to the fact that a supporter of war in Ukraine was invited in EESC plenary session;
- the need to integrate climate resilience in all policies that are implemented to reinforce peace;
- the need for the EU to promote climate justice, coordinated action, food safety and conflict resolution;
- the challenge of maintaining multilateralism in order to promote peace;
- the fact that there can be no true peace without justice;
- the need to address peace and climate together and to reinforce our relation with the Global South;
- the interaction between the decreasing of sustainable resources and peace, and
- the way to create a framework for diplomacy

Mr Jeffrey Sachs explained he had always supported Europe. His intervention was unfortunately interrupted because of a loss of connection.

The opinion was put to the vote and adopted by the Plenary with 131 votes in favour, 17 votes against, and 7 abstentions.
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