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The European Economic and Social Committee held its 597th plenary session in Brussels on 18 and 19 June 2025. Oliver Röpke, EESC president, and Krzysztof Pater, EESC vice-president, chaired the session.

Meeting times

	Wednesday 18 June 2025
	14:30-19:00

	Thursday 19 June 2025
	09:00-13:02 



1) PRESENCE OF A QUORUM

The EESC president opened the session and announced that there was a quorum.


2) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.


3) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 596th PLENARY SESSION, HELD ON 29 AND 30 APRIL 2025

The minutes of the 596th plenary session were approved.


A minute’s silence was held in memory of the victims of the attacks in Graz, Austria.

A minute’s silence was also observed in memory of the late former EESC member Johannes Kleeman. 


4) STATEMENT BY THE EESC PRESIDENT

Mr Röpke began by expressing his dismay over the loss of life caused by the Israel-Iran conflict, which risked further instability in the Middle East. He called for restraint and for international law to be respected. He also talked about the continuing humanitarian crisis in Gaza and called for the immediate resumption of safe humanitarian aid and the release of all Israeli hostages. He noted that the move away from a two-state solution contradicted the values and position of the EESC.

On the topic of conflicts, Mr Röpke said that Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine was straining the latter’s resources and had repercussions across the EU. He regretted the G7’s failure to reach an agreement on imposing additional sanctions on Russia, due to resistance from the United States.

In these trying times of conflict, the president referred to the 2025 Eurobarometer, which nonetheless showed that trust in the EU was at its highest level in the last 20 years, demonstrating significant support for unified defence and security policies and highlighting the role of the EU institutions as anchors in periods of instability. He reiterated the important role of the EESC as the voice for civil society and the general public.

In light of the EESC’s resolution supporting the Commission’s Roadmap for Women’s Rights, Mr Röpke reaffirmed the EESC’s commitment to gender equality and to ending all forms of violence against women. He doubled down on the EESC’s role in representing civil society, which played a crucial role in prevention, survivor support and women’s empowerment. He had discussed the issue at numerous meetings with Pramila Patten, UN Special Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict, with the Ukrainian Women’s Fund and with Nyaradzayi Gumbonzvanda, Deputy Executive Director of UN Women. During the celebration of the 35th anniversary of the European Women’s Lobby alongside Commissioner Hadja Lahbib, Mr Röpke raised concerns about the shrinking space for civil society and the backlash against women’s rights.

The president had participated in various events, including the ‘Citizens Can Defeat Disinformation’ conference in Lisbon aimed at empowering citizens in the fight against disinformation. He had represented the EESC at a public consultation in Thessaloniki on ‘The Housing Issue and Youth’, noting in particular the importance of tackling the housing crisis affecting Europe’s youth.

During the European Commission’s Green Week, Mr Röpke had joined the high-level opening session, ‘Circular Economy as a driver of EU strategic autonomy and competitiveness’. Next, he and a delegation of EESC members had participated in the second annual Forum of the Global Coalition for Social Justice, to discuss concrete advancements in social justice. The president had also opened an event organised by the Council of Europe in cooperation with the EESC, titled ‘Social Rights: Building Social Justice and Democratic Stability’.

Finally, Mr Röpke marked the 40th anniversary of the Schengen Agreement, which had laid the foundation for a borderless Europe. He said that this reinforced the importance of openness, solidarity and security in strengthening Europe rather than weakening it.




5) CATEGORY C OPINION

In accordance with Rule 47(3), Mr Röpke asked the assembly to vote on the category C opinion on the agenda.

INT/1097
Battery due diligence policies
(category C opinion) 
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2023/1542 as regards obligations of economic operators concerning battery due diligence policies
COM(2025) 258 final – 2025/0129 COD
EESC-2025-02082-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	181
	0
	2




6) COMMITTEE OPINIONS WITHOUT DEBATE

In accordance with Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure, the president asked the assembly to vote on four opinions which were put straight to the vote, without a debate. All of them were adopted.

SOC/824
Enhancing legal and organised labour migration to the EU
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00142-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Thomas Josef Burkhard Wagnsonner (AT-II)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	181
	0
	4



ECO/664
Assessing tax reporting obligations in the EU
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00462-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Krister Andersson (SE-I)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	197
	1
	1



ECO/680
Additional assistance to outermost regions
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 228/2013 as regards additional assistance and further flexibility to outermost regions affected by severe natural disasters and in the context of cyclone Chido devastating Mayotte
COM(2025) 190 final – 2025/0104 COD
EESC-2025-01633-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Joël Destom (FR-III)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	203
	0
	3



CCMI/239
Reindustrialisation of Europe – opportunity for businesses, employees and citizens in the context of the cost-of-living crisis
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00169-00-00-AC-TRA 
Rapporteur: Andrés Barceló Delgado (ES-I)
Co-rapporteur: Monika Sitárová (SK-cat.2)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	197
	0
	2



DEBATE


7) New Action Plan for the European Pillar of Social Rights, with Roxana Mînzatu, European Commission Executive Vice-President for Social Rights and Skills, Quality Jobs and Preparedness, Korinna Schumann, Austrian Federal Minister for Labour, Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection (video message), and Katarzyna Nowakowska, Polish Deputy Minister for Family, Labour and Social Policy; linked to opinion SOC/822 on the New action plan on the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix I – EESC-2025-01645-01-00-PV-TRA.

OPINION LINKED TO THE DEBATE


8) SOC/822
New action plan on the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00103-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Sophia Reisecker (AT-II)

The rapporteur, Sophia Reisecker, presented the opinion during the preceding debate.

Ms Reisecker’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00103-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	147
	36
	53



OPINION WITH DEBATE


9) INT/1086
First Omnibus package on sustainability
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directives 2006/43/EC, 2013/34/EU, (EU) 2022/2464 and (EU) 2024/1760 as regards certain corporate sustainability reporting and due diligence requirements
COM(2025) 81 final – 2025/0045 COD
EESC-2025-00896-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Matteo Carlo Borsani (IT-I)

The vice-president asked the rapporteur, Matteo Carlo Borsani, to present the opinion.

Mr Borsani’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00896-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	166
	4
	8



DEBATE


10) Democratic Future of Belarus and signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the EESC and the Belarusian democratic forces, with Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, leader of the Belarusian democratic forces

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix II – EESC-2025-01645-02-00-PV-TRA.

OPINIONS WITH DEBATE


11) NAT/948
Regenerative agriculture as a target towards sustainable agriculture and food production, supporting climate and biodiversity objectives
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00954-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Stoyan Tchoukanov (BG-III)

The vice-president asked the rapporteur, Stoyan Tchoukanov, to present the opinion.

Mr Tchoukanov’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00954-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	142
	2
	11




12) SOC/830
The future of the EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities post-2025
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00909-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Ioannis Vardakastanis (EL-III)

The vice-president asked the rapporteur, Ioannis Vardakastanis, to present the opinion.

Mr Vardakastanis’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00909-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	117
	1
	0




13) CCMI/240
Critical Medicines Act
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying a framework for strengthening the availability and security of supply of critical medicinal products as well as the availability of, and accessibility of, medicinal products of common interest, and amending Regulation (EU) 2024/795
COM(2025) 102 final - 2025/0102 COD
EESC-2025-01074-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Veselin Mitov (BG-II)
Co-rapporteur: Elżbieta Szadzińska (PL-cat.3)

The vice-president asked the rapporteur, Veselin Mitov, and the co-rapporteur, Elżbieta Szadzińska, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-01074-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	130
	1
	3




14) CCMI/244
Cybersecurity of hospitals action plan
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions – ‘European action plan on the cybersecurity of hospitals and healthcare providers’
COM(2025) 10 final 
EESC-2025-00633-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Alain Coheur (BE-III)
Co-rapporteur: Hervé Jeannin (FR-cat.2)

The vice-president asked the rapporteur, Alain Coheur, and the co-rapporteur, Hervé Jeannin, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00633-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	123
	1
	1



Adjournment 

Thursday 19 June

Resumption

15) SOC/823
Loss of purchasing power / inequalities, exclusion, marginalisation
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00015-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: María del Carmen Barrera Chamorro (ES-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, María del Carmen Barrera Chamorro, to present the opinion.

Ms Barrera Chamorro’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00015-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	140
	74
	15



DEBATE


16) Resolution on the European Economic and Social Committee’s contribution to the 2026 European Commission’s work programme

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix III – EESC-2025-01645-03-00-PV-TR.

RESOLUTION LINKED TO THE DEBATE


17) Adoption of the resolution on the European Economic and Social Committee’s contribution to the 2026 European Commission’s work programme
EESC-2025-01179-00-00-RES-TRA
Rapporteurs: Christa Schweng (GR I), María del Carmen Barrera Chamorro (GR II), Krzysztof Balon (GR III)

The rapporteurs, Christa Schweng, María del Carmen Barrera Chamorro and Krzysztof Balon, presented the resolution during the preceding debate.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-01179-00-00-CR-REF.

	Resolution adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	156
	4
	8



DEBATE


18) EESC resolution Supporting the Declaration of Principles for a Gender-Equal Society, with Hadja Lahbib, European Commissioner for Equality, Preparedness and Crisis Management (video message), Irena Moozová, Deputy Director-General of the European Commission Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers, and Belén Sanz Luque, Regional Director of UN Women’s Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia (remotely)

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix IV – EESC-2025-01645-04-00-PV-TR.

RESOLUTION LINKED TO THE DEBATE


19) SOC/839
A Roadmap for Women’s Rights
EESC resolution Supporting the Declaration of Principles for a Gender-Equal Society
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions – ‘A Roadmap for Women’s Rights’
COM(2025) 97 final
EESC-2025-01814-00-00-RES-TRA
Rapporteur-general: Sif Holst (DK-III)
In accordance with Rule 79(2), the assembly appointed Ms Holst rapporteur-general.

The rapporteur-general, Sif Holst, presented the resolution during the preceding debate.

Ms Holst’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in 
EESC-2025-01814-00-00-CR-REF.

	Resolution adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	177
	2
	10




20) SOC/838
Support to workers affected by imminent job displacement in enterprises undergoing restructuring
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2021/691 as regards support to workers affected by imminent job displacement in enterprises undergoing restructuring
COM(2025) 140 final – 2025/0073 COD
EESC-2025-01654-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur-general: Tatjana Babrauskienė (LT-II)
In accordance with Rule 79(2), the assembly appointed Ms Babrauskienė rapporteur-general.

The president then asked Ms Babrauskienė to present the opinion.

Ms Babrauskienė’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-01654-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	125
	54
	9




21) REX/596
Fragmentation of supply chains and impact on the cost of living
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00037-00-00-AC-TRA 
Rapporteur: Dimitris Dimitriadis (EL-I)
Co-rapporteur: Anastasis Yiapanis (CY-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Dimitris Dimitriadis, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in 
EESC-2025-00037-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	129
	0
	2




22) TEN/847
Towards a balanced European energy system
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00328-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Zsolt Kükedi (HU-III)
Co-rapporteur: Philippe Charry (FR-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Zsolt Kükedi, and the co-rapporteur, Philippe Charry, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in 
EESC-2025-00328-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	140
	3
	1




23) TEN/849
Planning sustainable urban mobility in the EU
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00372-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Lidija Pavić-Rogošić (HR-III)
Co-rapporteur: Mateusz Szymański (PL-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Lidija Pavić-Rogošić, and the co-rapporteur, Mateusz Szymański, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in 
EESC-2025-00372-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	111
	1
	3




24) REX/589
The situation of the civil society organisations in the ASEAN countries
(information report)
EESC-2025-00840-00-00-RI-TRA
Rapporteur: Erika Koller (HU-II)
Co-rapporteur: Krzysztof Pater (PL-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Erika Koller, and the co-rapporteur, Krzysztof Pater, to present the information report.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in 
EESC-2025-00840-00-00-CR-REF.

	Report adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	103
	2
	0



	Transmission approved

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	98
	2
	1






25) DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE ASSEMBLY

I. Change in section membership (Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure)

The assembly approved the following changes in section membership:

	MEMBER
	GROUP/
NATIONALITY
	TO LEAVE SECTION
	TO JOIN SECTION

	Mira-Maria Danisman
	FI–I
	TE
	REX

	Krzysztof Balon
	PL–III
	ECO
	REX




26) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mariya Mincheva (BG-I) indicated that she had intended to speak against Amendment 14 (point 1.16) tabled for opinion SOC/823. She did not ask to reopen the debate on that opinion but requested the administration to take note that she was against the amendment that had been adopted.


27) DATE OF THE NEXT PLENARY SESSION

The next plenary session would be held on 16 and 17 July 2025 in the Alcide De Gasperi meeting room of the European Commission’s Charlemagne building in Brussels. The session would begin at 14:30 on Wednesday 16 July. Proceedings would resume at 09:00 on Thursday 17 July. The plenary session is extended to 18:30 on Thursday 17 July. Exact timings would be confirmed.

The assembly approved these dates.


	
	Isabelle Le Galo Flores

	
	Secretary-General


_____________
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