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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 7 - adoption of an own-initiative opinion on the

The role of trade unions in improving productivity.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Economic and Monetary Union and Economic and Social Cohesion (president: Mr Ioannis Vardakastanis). The rapporteur was Mr Philip von Brockdorff.

The rapporteur expressed its view that trade unions can have a significant role in promoting productivity and that the collaboration between employers and trade unions is vital. He also stressed that the productivity growth of EU is still lagging behind in comparison with other countries and trade unions can contribute further to increase the productiveness of Europe.

The following members took the floor: Michael Pottier, Athanasios Ioannidis, Carlos Silva, Norbert Geisen and Luigi Ulgiati. All members welcomed this opinion and expressed their views that trade unions are important and can contribute to the productivity of the EU businesses including SMEs.
They also mentioned that information sharing is essential and that the trade unions and the personnel should be part of the management decisions.

No amendments being tabled, the opinion was put straight to the vote. The opinion was adopted by 156 votes to 5 with 3 abstentions.
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