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The European Economic and Social Committee held its 596th plenary session in Brussels on 29 and 30 April 2025. Oliver Röpke, EESC president, and Aurel Laurențiu Plosceanu, EESC vice-president, chaired the session.

Meeting times

	Tuesday, 29 April 2025
	14:35–18:29 

	Wednesday, 30 April 2025
	09:04–12:07 



1) PRESENCE OF A QUORUM

The EESC president opened the session and announced that there was a quorum.

2) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

3) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 595th PLENARY SESSION, HELD ON 26 AND 27 MARCH 2025

The minutes of the 595th plenary session were approved.

A minute of silence was observed in memory of the late member Thomas Kropp (DE-I).

4) STATEMENT BY THE EESC PRESIDENT

Mr Röpke began by expressing solidarity with those affected by the electricity outage in Spain, Portugal, parts of southern France and Andorra. He was confident that the authorities were able to manage the situation, but noted that the crisis was a warning about the fragility of Europe’s energy security. He said that the EESC would advocate for resilient, interconnected, sustainable and autonomous energy infrastructures and work to ensure that no region was left behind. 

Regarding the Commission’s Civil Society Platform, Mr Röpke said that there had been bilateral meetings with Commissioner McGrath, who agreed that the parallel structures were untenable. During these meeting, Mr Röpke advocated for the EESC’s role as the main facilitator of inclusive civil society meetings in the EU. The Bureau approved a six-member task force to convey a unified message on behalf of the EESC during the consultation process with the Commission.

Concerning Commissioner Lahbib’s request for the EESC to endorse the Declaration of Principles for a Gender Equal Society, the Bureau agreed to prepare an impactful resolution and reiterate the EESC’s commitment to women’s rights in its capacity as a valuable partner for the Commissioner on gender equality. 

Mr Röpke then spoke about the sad passing of the global leader, Pope Francis. His papacy had sparked global awareness about climate change, fraternity and dialogue. Praising the pope’s commitment to human dignity, peace, social justice and defence of the most vulnerable, Mr Röpke stressed that this could only urge the EESC to continue to work on its own, similar core values. 

On the topic of peace, Mr Röpke reiterated that the EU’s role was to fill the void left by the US’s disengagement from European security through global partnerships. However, increased defence spending must not be detrimental to social and environmental policies. 

Mr Röpke also expressed concern about the grave situation in Ukraine and Gaza. He praised the EESC’s commitment to build strong ties with Ukrainian civil society but emphasised the need for Ukraine to respect the social partners with a view to its path towards EU accession. As such, he expressed concern about the house arrest of FPU trade union president, Grygorii Osovyi. 

Mr Röpke condemned the escalating humanitarian crisis in Gaza which was leading to rising civilian deaths following the unsuccessful ceasefire. He reiterated the EESC’s call for an immediate cessation of violence, the restoration of humanitarian aid to Gaza and the release of all hostages. He again said that the EESC supported civil society organisations working in this region, and spoke about the two-state solution for Palestinians and Israelis, based on mutual recognition and respect for human rights. 

Mr Röpke then outlined the most important institutional activities. In April, he had addressed the Conference of Committee Chairs in Strasbourg, and he reported that the presidents had praised the EESC’s work. 

Turning to the civil society joint consultative committees, Mr Röpke noted the clear value of the EU-Albania Committee during the inaugural meeting in Tirana, demonstrated by the newfound respect for transparency when appointing civil society representatives. He outlined the meeting of the EU-Serbia Committee, where participants agreed on a strong declaration and a future follow-up mission to Serbia in response to the tense political context. 

To conclude, Mr Röpke described the conferences and ministerial meetings he had attended, including the EPSCO Council meeting in Warsaw. He noted the Polish Council presidency’s appreciation for the EESC’s opinions, which was a good sign for cooperation between the EESC and all Council presidencies. 

5) CATEGORY C OPINIONS

In accordance with Rule 47(3), Mr Röpke asked the Assembly to vote on the category C opinions on the agenda.

ECO/672
Amendment to the InvestEU regulation
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EU) 2015/1017, (EU) 2021/523, (EU) 2021/695 and (EU) 2021/1153 as regards increasing the efficiency of the EU guarantee under Regulation (EU) 2021/523 and simplifying reporting requirements
COM(2025) 84 final – 2025/0040 COD
EESC-2025-001271-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	158
	2
	0



ECO/678
Amendment to the Capital Requirements Regulation - prudential requirements
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 575/2013 on prudential requirements for credit institutions as regards requirements for securities financing transactions under the net stable funding ratio
COM(2025) 146 final – 2025/0077 (COD) – SWD(2025) 77 final
EESC-2025-01297-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	153
	3
	2



INT/1093
Flexibility/2025 CO2 emission targets for new cars and vans
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2019/631 to include an additional flexibility as regards the calculation of manufacturers’ compliance with CO2 emission performance standards for new passenger cars and new light commercial vehicles for the calendar years 2025 to 2027
COM(2025) 136 final – 2025/0070 COD
EESC-2025-01430-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	162
	2
	1



NAT/958
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) Simplification
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2023/956 as regards simplifying and strengthening the carbon border adjustment mechanism
COM(2025) 87 final – 2025/0039 COD
EESC-2025-01360-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	164
	1
	2





6) COMMITTEE OPINION WITHOUT DEBATE

In accordance with Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure, the president asked the Assembly to vote on an opinion which was put straight to the vote, without a debate. It was adopted.

INT/1078
How single market dysfunctionalities contribute to the rising cost of living
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00004-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Emilie PROUZET (FR-I)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	158
	4
	4



DEBATES

7) Mid-term review of cohesion policy, with Raffaele Fitto, European Commission Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms; linked to the ECO/676 opinion on the Cohesion policy mid-term review (2025)

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix I – EESC-2025-01289-01-00-PV-TRA.

OPINION LINKED TO THE DEBATE

8) ECO/676
Cohesion policy mid-term review (2025)
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EU) 2021/1058 and (EU) 2021/1056 as regards specific measures to address strategic challenges in the context of the mid-term review
COM(2025) 123 final – 2025-84-COD
COM(2025) 164 final – 2025-85-COD
EESC-2025-01236-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur-general: David SVENTEK (CZ-I)
In accordance with Rule 79.2, the Assembly appointed Mr Sventek rapporteur-general.

The president then asked Mr Sventek to present the opinion.

Mr Sventek’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-01236-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	202
	0
	2



9) EU foreign policy in a new geopolitical reality, with Iratxe García Pérez and Marie-Agnes Strack-Zimmermann, Members of the European Parliament; Fabian Zuleeg, Chief Executive and Chief Economist at the European Policy Centre; and Pierre Haroche, Associate Researcher of Defence at the Institute Jacques Delors and Senior Lecturer at the Catholic University of Lille

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix II – EESC-2025-01289-02-00-PV-TRA.

10) Democracy and digitalisation, with Brando Benifei, Member of the European Parliament, co-rapporteur on the Artificial Intelligence Act; Iverna McGowan, Advisor on Technology and Human Rights at the Office of the UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights; Udbhav Tiwari, Vice-President for Strategy and Global Affairs at Signal Foundation; Marthe Nagels, Head of Participatory Democracy at Make.org; and Alina Radu, Director of the investigative newspaper Ziarul de Gardă in the Republic of Moldova

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix III – EESC-2025-01289-03-00-PV-TR

OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

11) INT/1077
Internal Market Information System for the declaration of posting of workers
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on a public interface connected to the Internal Market Information System for the declaration of posting of workers and amending Regulation (EU) No 1024/2012
COM(2024) 531 final – 2024/0301 COD
EESC-2025-00165-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Bruno CHOIX (FR-I)

The president asked the rapporteur, Bruno Choix, to present the opinion.

Mr Choix’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00165-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	116
	35
	17



Adjournment 

Wednesday, 30 April 

Resumption

OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

12) NAT/953
Protection status of the wolf
Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 92/43/EEC as regards the protection status of the wolf (Canis lupus)
COM(2025) 106 final – 2025/0058 COD
EESC-2025-01219-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur-general: Josep PUXEU ROCAMORA (ES-I)
In accordance with Rule 79.2, the Assembly appointed Mr Puxeu Rocamora rapporteur-general.

The president then asked Mr Puxeu Rocamora to present the opinion.

Mr Puxeu Rocamora’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-001219-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	154
	9
	17



13) NAT/946
Phasing out fossil fuel subsidies while ensuring European competitiveness, mitigating the cost-of-living crisis, and promoting a just transition
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-04592-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Corina Andrea MURAFA BENGA (RO-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Corina Andrea Murafa Benga, to present the opinion.

Ms Murafa Benga’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04592-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	145
	13
	10



14) ECO/669
A shorter settlement cycle for securities transactions in the EU
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 909/2014 as regards a shorter settlement cycle in the Union
COM(2025) 38 final – 2025/0022 COD
EESC-2025-00853-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur-general: Philip VON BROCKDORFF (MT-II)
In accordance with Rule 79.2, the Assembly appointed Mr von Brockdorff rapporteur-general.

The president then asked Mr von Brockdorff to present the opinion.

Mr von Brockdorff’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00853-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	157
	0
	1



15) ECO/661
Measures for a resilient, cohesive and inclusive European economy
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-04534-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Elena-Alexandra CALISTRU (RO-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Elena-Alexandra Calistru, to present the opinion.

Ms Calistru’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04534-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	176
	2
	3



16) TEN/846
Price hikes in transport, energy and housing: the role of quality public services in tackling the high cost of living
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-04532-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Thomas KATTNIG (AT-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Thomas Kattnig, to present the opinion.

Mr Kattnig’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04532-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	154
	13
	26



DEBATE

17) The road to the next multiannual financial framework, linked to the adoption of the ECO/662 opinion on The road to the next multiannual financial framework

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix IV – EESC-2025-01289-04-00-PV-TR

OPINION LINKED TO THE DEBATE

18) ECO/662
The road to the next multiannual financial framework
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the European Council, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on The road to the next multiannual financial framework
COM(2025) 46 final
EESC-2025-00505-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteurs: Konstantinos DIAMANTOUROS (EL-I), Stefano PALMIERI (IT-II), Elena-Alexandra CALISTRU (RO-III)

The president asked the rapporteurs, Konstantinos Diamantouros, Stefano Palmieri and Elena Alexandra Calistru, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00505-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	202
	4
	5



OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

19) INT/1076
The economic dimension of the rule of law
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-00003-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Christa SCHWENG (AT-I)

The vice-president asked the rapporteur, Christa Schweng, to present the opinion.

Ms Schweng’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00003-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	190
	6
	3



20) ECO/651
The point of view of organised civil society in the EU Member States on national reform and investment proposals and their implementation (2024-2025 European Semester cycle)
(information report)
EESC-2024-03288-00-00-RI-TRA
Rapporteurs: Konstantinos DIAMANTOUROS (EL-I), Javier DOZ ORRIT (ES-II), Luca JAHIER (IT-III)

The vice-president asked the rapporteurs, Konstantinos Diamantouros, Javier Doz Orrit and Luca Jahier, to present the report.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-03288-00-00-CR-REF.

	Report adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	158
	0
	2



	Transmission approved

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	151
	4
	3



21) ECO/652
The EESC’s recommendations on the reform and investment proposals formulated as part of the 2024-2025 European Semester cycle
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-04131-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteurs: Konstantinos DIAMANTOUROS (EL-I), Javier DOZ ORRIT (ES-II), Luca JAHIER (IT-III)

The vice-president asked the rapporteurs, Konstantinos Diamantouros, Javier Doz Orrit and Luca Jahier, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04131-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	152
	0
	2



22) ECO/665
Investments and reforms for competitiveness and a capital markets union
(exploratory opinion requested by the European Parliament)
EESC-2025-01038-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteurs: Antonio GARCÍA DEL RIEGO (ES-I), Dominika BIEGON (DE-II), Giuseppe GUERINI (IT-III)

The vice-president asked the rapporteurs, Antonio García del Riego, Dominika Biegon and Elena-Alexandra Calistru, speaking on behalf of Giuseppe Guerini, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-01038-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	152
	1
	2



23) DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE ASSEMBLY

I. Change in section membership (Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure)

The Assembly approved the following changes in membership:

	MEMBER
	GROUP/
NATIONALITY
	TO LEAVE SECTION
	TO JOIN SECTION

	Arnold PUECH D'ALISSAC
	FR–I
	TEN
	REX




24) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.

25) DATE OF THE NEXT PLENARY SESSION

The next plenary session would be held on 18 and 19 June 2025 in the Alcide De Gasperi meeting room of the European Commission’s Charlemagne building in Brussels. The session would begin at 14:30 on Wednesday 18 June. Proceedings would resume at 09:00 on Thursday 19 June. Exact timings would be confirmed.

The Assembly approved these dates.


	
	Isabelle LE GALO FLORES

	
	Secretary-General


_____________
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