Civil Society’s Perspectives on Strengthening the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights

The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, proclaimed 25 years ago in December 2000, plays a crucial role in upholding fundamental rights, democracy, and the rule of law across the Member States. It brings together everyone’s fundamental rights in the EU.
To facilitate the effective implementation and application of the Charter, in 2020, the European Commission presented its “Strategy to strengthen the application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights in the EU”. The strategy sets out measures for the Commission to take in cooperation with stakeholders who all have an important role in making the fundamental rights a reality in people’s lives: Member States, local and regional authorities, National Human Rights Institutions, equality bodies, Ombudspeople, civil society organisations, human rights defenders, judicial practitioners, and EU institutions.
This year, the Commission is undertaking a mid-term review of its strategy to strengthen the application of the Charter. The review will evaluate the effectiveness of the efforts made between 2020 and 2025 to strengthen the Charter’s application at the EU level and in the Member States, as well as discuss any remaining gaps and challenges. Where necessary, new measures to further strengthen the Charter’s application between 2026 and 2030 may be announced. 
The European Economic and Social Committee has provided a civil society perspective on implementing the Charter through its Opinions[footnoteRef:2]. These have pointed at the indivisibility of fundamental social, economic, civil and political rights, the need to ensure that EU funds are used in full compliance with the Charter and have enhanced the need for cooperation among all stakeholders involved in the Charter’s application. Additionally, the Fundamental Rights and Rule of Law (FRRL) Group has identified various challenges in upholding fundamental rights for the social partners, civil society organisations and marginalised groups in the Member States in its reports[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  SOC/671 and SOC/401.]  [3:  FRRL Group country visit reports.] 


The European Commission and the European Economic and Social Committee have the pleasure of inviting you to a joint event supporting the mid-term review of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

This event is part of a broader process aimed at gathering insights and feedback from the central stakeholder groups of the Charter strategy. This meeting will give participants the opportunity to feed into future EU policies on fundamental rights by sharing their views on past and future measures. 


Agenda – Tuesday 10th June 2025
	
Moderation: Berber Biala-Hettinga – Senior Advocate, Amnesty International

Opening (10:00-10:30)

· Ingrid Bellander-Todino – Head of Unit - Fundamental Rights Policy, European Commission
· Cristian Pîrvulescu – Rapporteur of the EESC opinion SOC/671, European Economic and Social Committee
· Ozlem Yildirim – Vice-President of the Fundamental Rights and Rule of Law Group, European Economic and Social Committee


	
Panel: Civil society’s views on strengthening the Charter’s application (10:30-12:00) 

· Gabriel Toggenburg – Head of Charter, Rule of Law and Democracy Sector, Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) - online
· Natacha Kazatchkine – Human Rights Advocate, Human Rights Democracy Network (HRDN)
· [bookmark: _Hlk199941680]Alessio Sangiorgi – Board Member, Unione Forense per la Tutela dei Diritti Umani / Lawyers’ Union for the protection of Human Rights (UFTDU)
· Tatjana Vlašić – Deputy Ombudswoman, Office of the Ombudswoman of Croatia - online

Q&A


	
Closing session – conclusions and next steps (12:00-12:30)

· Next steps and way forward – Ingrid Bellander-Todino, Head of Unit - Fundamental Rights Policy, European Commission
· Next steps and way forward – Paul Soete, President of the Fundamental Rights and Rule of Law Group, European Economic and Social Committee
· Summarising the input from in-person and online participants – Berber Biala-Hettinga – Senior Advocate, Amnesty International




· Venue: EESC room VMA23 and online (hybrid format)
· Participants will be able to interact in the Q&A session and via Slido.
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