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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The EU needs a profound transition of its energy system to achieve climate neutrality by 2050. This requires deep decarbonisation of all sectors of the economy. As described in the EU Strategy for Energy System Integration[footnoteRef:2], there is a 3-tier approach to this. First, a more ‘circular’ energy system, with energy efficiency at its core, in which the least energy intensive choices are prioritised, unavoidable waste streams are reused for energy purposes, and synergies are exploited across sectors. Second, a greater direct electrification of end-use sectors where the rapid growth and cost competitiveness of renewable electricity production can service a growing share of energy. Third, the use of renewable and low-carbon fuels, including hydrogen, for end-use applications where direct heating or electrification are not feasible, not efficient or have higher costs. Therefore, the Commission welcomes that the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) recognises that the use of hydrogen should, in a first step, be targeted to hard-to-electrify sectors. Furthermore, this hydrogen should primarily originate from renewable sources as defined in Directive (EU) 2018/2001[footnoteRef:3] complying with the Commission delegated Regulations (EU) 2023/1184[footnoteRef:4] and (EU) 2023/1185[footnoteRef:5], but could also particularly in the transitional phase originate from low carbon-hydrogen according to the criteria developed under Article 9 of Directive (EU) 2024/1788[footnoteRef:6]. [2:  	COM(2020) 299 final.]  [3:  	Directive (EU) 2018/2001 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources.]  [4:  	Commission delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/1184 supplementing Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council by establishing a Union methodology setting out detailed rules for the production of renewable liquid and gaseous transport fuels of non-biological origin.]  [5:  	Commission delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/1185 supplementing Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council by establishing a minimum threshold for greenhouse gas emissions savings of recycled carbon fuels and by specifying a methodology for assessing greenhouse gas emissions savings from renewable liquid and gaseous transport fuels of non-biological origin and from recycled carbon fuels.]  [6:  	Directive (EU) 2024/1788 on common rules for the internal markets for renewable gas, natural gas and hydrogen, amending Directive (EU) 2023/1791 and repealing Directive 2009/73/EC.] 

The role of the respective certification schemes is to validate compliance with the criteria set out in the above-mentioned directives, while other international, EU and national laws regulate other requirements and their enforcement mechanisms inside and outside the EU, including regarding working conditions and social rights. Recognition and supervision of the certification schemes is also carried out in line with the EU legislation, under the EU jurisdiction.
The recently published Hydrogen and decarbonised gas market package with Directive (EU) 2024/1788 and Regulation (EU) 2024/1789[footnoteRef:7] creates a level-playing field, based on EU-wide rules, for the hydrogen market and infrastructure and removes barriers that hamper their development. This includes rules ensuring a more integrated network planning between electricity, gas, and hydrogen networks to make the development of energy infrastructure more cost-effective. This would fully align with the EESC points on efficient allocation of resources and the requirements for smart and integrated planning, including across borders. [7:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/1789] 

Furthermore, the Hydrogen and decarbonised gas market package strengthens consumer rights and protections in the gas market, aligning them with those already established in the EU electricity market rules.
Hydrogen transmission network operators shall be certified according to Article 14 of Regulation (EU) 2024/1789. This includes ensuring that the operators have the capacities to perform their tasks as described in Article 50 of Directive (EU) 2024/1788, such as the operation of secure and reliable dedicated hydrogen pipeline infrastructure. This encompasses as well appropriately trained and skilled workforce as acknowledged by the EESC.
In order to avoid additional burdens in the form of cross-subsidisation of the hydrogen grids by gas grid users, Regulation (EU) 2024/1789 provides a comprehensive framework. This ensures, for example, as described by Article 5, that the service revenue obtained from the provision of specific regulated services can only be used to recover the capital and operational expenditure related to the assets included in the regulatory asset base on which the regulated services were provided. These assets include the necessary infrastructure for the network operators to perform their tasks such as pipelines and compressor stations. To allow recovery in the early stage of hydrogen infrastructure roll-out, Member States may allow hydrogen network operators to spread the recovery through network access tariffs of hydrogen network costs over time, to ensure that future users duly contribute to initial hydrogen network development costs.



